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EGYPT 


COUNTRY SAID LOSING LTS AGRICULTURAL LANDS 

Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 2 

[Article by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: "Who Is Responsible for Monster Devouring 
Food Security; Million Feddans of Cultivable Lands Lost by Egypt in 25 


Years" | 


Text) There is a fearful monster that has engaged in the game of destroying 
the food security sources for nearly a quarter century. 





This monster is not as you know it but one that is called the "encroachment 
on cultivable lands." 


What is surprising is that we have played the role of movie spectators. 
We have sat on our seats watching and wondering at what is happening in 
front of us, unaware that our turn has come. The monster has devoured so 
far more than one million feddans of the best cultivable lands. 


This serious situation has led to the presence of villages where agricul- 
tural lands and green spaces have almost disappeared, such as the village 
of Mit ‘Uqbah, Warraq al-Hadar and al-‘Arab in the district of Ambabah, 
the villages of al-Kanisah, Abu al-Namras, 'Izbat al-Munyib, Nazlat al- 
Siman, Nazlat al-Batran, al-Kawm al-Akhdar and al-Hawamidiyah in al-Jizah, 
the villages of (al-Tubayn and Kafr al-'Uluw) in al-Saff District, al- 
Basatin and hundreds of other villages where agricultural lands are about 
to disappear. 


The phenomenon of scooping away soil from agricultural lands is widespread 
in villages close to the cities. Even in villages where there are no 
cinder block plants, furnaces are built to bake local blocks, called 
(qama'in). The price of surface soil scooped from one feddan to a depth 

of one meter, i.e. the soil fit for cultivation, has reached 10,000 pounds. 
This is happening even though the law does not permit scooping to a depth 
of more than 25 centimeters. However, this law is kept in the bureaucratic 
desk drawers for immortal memory. 





ricultural [ngineer ‘'Abd=al-KRazgaq Badawi, the general director of agri- 


in aleJlaah, save: Al=Jlgah Governorate has lost 70,000 feddans 
of the best cultivable lands in a period of 20 years only, i.e. from 1960 
to 1980, even though the governorate's productive cultivable area amounts 
to ne more than 1835,53/ teddane, which means that one third the governorate's 
cultivable lands have been devoured by the monster of encroachment upon 
cultivable lands. 
fon ineer 'Abd-al-Ragzaq Badawi adds: Regardless of what efforts are made 
to stop the transgressions against cultivable lands under the ourrent law, 
these transgressions will not be possible to stop due to the enormous rise 


the prices of agricultural lands used for construction purposes. The 
orice of a teddan of agricultural land in al-Jizah has reached 80,000 
pounde and higher figures in al-Warraq, Nazlat al-Siman, al-Mansuriyah and 
others, tt has even reached 160,000 pounds in al-Barajil, Ambabah District 
and in the land holdings close to Bulaq al-Dakrur. 


jy itself, the [Ministry of] Agriculture cannot at all solve this problem 


or put an end to these encroachments because its work is to write citations 
and to carry out the sentences of eliminating the encroachments, if such 
sentences are issued, The elimination sentences are, in most cases, carried 
oul for encroachments against state-owned lands. As for the encroachments 


against privately owned lands and by the owners themselves, they are an 
extremely difficult matter that cannot be carried out by the agricultural 
authorities alone because the implementation requires policemen. There 
ire also other big problems that require engineers skilled in demolition 
and removal operations and such engineers are not available to the 
agricultural authorities. 


Reclaimed Lands 


The area of land reclaimed to date amounts to 912,000 feddans, of which 
only 600,000 feddans have been cultivated. But reclaimed lancs require 
long years to attain high productivity levels. The production of the 
600,000 feddans is not equal to that of the lands lost in al-Jizah Gover- 
norate alone, namely 60,000 feddans, according to Engineer 'Abd-al-Razzaq 
Badawi, because the land encroached upon is old and highly productive. 
Scraped lands do not regain their productivity before the passage of 10 
years at least because the scooping takes away the fertile layer of soil 
that is fit for cultivation and leaves only the subsoil. 


Who Encroaches Upon Agricultural Land? 


Engineer ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Padawi says that a committee has been formed in 
ai-Jizah Governorate to check the encroachments on agricultural lands and 
the acts of soil removal. The committee has started its work in al-Jizah 
istrict and has found that most of the encroachments are committed by the 
housing cooperatives. Citations have been issued against many of these 
cooperatives for encroaching upon agricultural lands. Many of these 











cooperatives realize astronomical profits by purchasing a feddan of land 
in some villages tor about 40,000 pounds and selling it, after dividing it 
into plots, for nearly 160,000 pounds or more, 


Al-Gharbivah Governorate 


Agricultural Engineer Bahjat ‘Amr, undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture in al-Gharbiyah, says: The agricultural authorities are 
exerting utmost efforts in fighting the encroachments upon agricultural 
lanis. ut these authorities do not have a [police] force and cannot 
eliminate the encroachments in case sentences are issued to eliminate them. 
‘uch elimination has to be administrative and by way of the police. 


ingineer Bahjat ‘Amr adds: Al-Gharbiyah Governorate has lost 51,000 feddans 
of the best cultivable lands and the loss continues. Within the 6 years 
ending in 1977, the governorate lost 12,000 feddans. There are no reclaimed 
lands to be added to the cultivable area in the governorate. Thus, the 
individual's share of cultivable lands is diminishing vear after year. 


Engineer Bahjat ‘Amr adds: Scooping away agricultural soil is very damaging 
to the land. ‘The most significant damages caused by soil removal are: 


Removing the strongly fertile layer of surface soil weakens the :and's 
productivity and the land cannot regain this productivity for 7 years at 
least. 





The damage caused to surrounding lands because of the difference in eleva- 
tion. This forces surrounding lands to do the same to get equal service 
and S50 forth. 


The difficulty of irrigating scraped lands and surrounding lands due to 
the difference in elevation and due to the difficulty of opening irrigation 
and drainage canals in them. 


Water in higher lands surrounding scraped lands seeps to the lower lands 
and damages their crops. 


Finally, Egypt has lost more than one million feddans of agricultural lands 
despite the laws and the decrees that have been buried in the office 
drawers of high-ranking officials and despite the enormous resources that 
the ministry concerned, along with the Ministry of Interior, has. 


The question is now: Who is responsible for this catastrophe, though we 
are not in the process of bringing to account those who are responsible? 
Moreover, who is the official who will put a stop to this monster so that 
we may not be surprised one day ith the disappearance of cultivable lands? 


8494 
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NALLSTS DISCUSS SECTARIAN SEDITION 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 3 


\rticle by Thsan 'Abd-al-Maqsud: "Events Threatening National Unity in 
inlogue Among Intellectuals at Journalists Union Premises; Kamil Zuhayri: 
ignoring Publication Opens Door for Rumors; Musa Sabri: Publication May 
ead to Bad Consequences; Dr Louis ‘Awad: Press Has not Carried Out Its 
Hafiz Mahmud: Intellectuals, Along With Government, Are Responsible; 
| al-Khuli: Problem Lies in Lack of Platforms for Dialogue" ] 


‘Texat| The Journalists Union has held a symposium to underline national 
unity. The symposium included the major writers and journalists and 
lasted 4 hours. 


\ll the opinions expressed have supported the need to underline the 

‘tional unity but have disagreed on the means for tackling the events 
that try to undermine this unity. They have also disagreed in pinpointing 
the responsibility for the small incidents that have taken place during 
‘he past weeks. Furthermore, they have disagreed on the role of the press 
ind of the information media in tackling the incidents. 


\t the outset of the symposium, Kamil Zuhayri, the journalists doyen, 
said: We are today in a situation that does not require many statements. 
Many writers and authors have preceded us to highlight the meanings of 
national unity faithfully and sincerely. I believe that the present 
society can be broken down into numerous social forces. There is the 
force of the state with its three authorities, there are the parties, there 
are the professional unions, there are the religious institutions, such 

as al-Azhar and the church, and there are the religious youth groups. 


Parties and Sedition 


Kamil Zuhayri also said: We have noticed that the partisan forces with 
their various ideologies, even though they are new and growing forces and 
even though they appeared only a few years ago, include, incidentally, 
Muslims and Christians in their leaderships. 








we €lso notice that in the labor and professional unions, the sectarian 


ifsuc has not appeared in either the activities or the professional 
relations of these unions. On the contrary, a sort of natural alliance 
which unites the two elements of the nation engaged in the same profession, 


hos been established, 
f we move on to the religious forces, then no historian can deny the 
role of aleAghar and of the church in the national battle. 


\s tor the radicalism among some youth, the information media and the 
information men have the duty of tackling this issue. 


‘he couneil [met urther specified] has crystallized its opinion in this 
regard. It is the duty of the information men and of the journalists. 

‘he information people have to tackle the social problems without black- 
outs and without exaggeration so that no opportunity may be given to rumors. 





Second point, press role: Opinion must be in harmony with the press code 
of honor to dealing with che national unity issues and it is required that 
the journalist seek accuracy and avoid sensationalism in dealing with 
these problems. 


Three ideas for Dis°ussion 


The journalists dovyen then said that he proposes three ideas: The issuance 
of a statement that underlines these meanings historically and the respon- 
sibility of the media in dealing with news and opinions. 


As an influential professional union, we must not be content with state- 
ments. We must move with the other professional unions and must complement 
each other. We may encounter some difficulties but I believe that we 

must move with the professional unions. 


A conference should be held by the professional unions to underline the 
national unity and we must shoulder our responsibilities together. 


Musa Sabri, chairman of AKHBAR AL-YAWM Board of Directors, then took the 
floor to say: 


My analysis of this phenomenon is that it is the outcome of what happened 
in preceding eras. The Musiim Brotherhood was persecuted cruelly and 
matters reached the point where murders were committed in one of the jails. 
There is a new generation of youth that has seen nothing but darkness and 
tears and the loss of father, brother, maternal uncle and paternal uncle. 
this generation has grown up rebellious against this situat.ion and this 
rebellion has caused him to resort to religion radically where he has 

found those who nurture him [his rebellion]. Regrettably, the youth find 
those who instigate them and they believe any story they are told. Thus 











viol i in the university towns and in certain povernorates in 


Particu believe that the disease lies in the leaderships of these 
— ° ive i' | trange phen menon afi Asyut, al=-Minya and 
\iexan 1. The press can pertorm a weighty role in dealing with the 


problem lies in the facet that youth cannot find those who lead 
the right path. Therefore, the Journalists Union can per.orm a 
real and significant role if it gets the youth to meet with the prominent 
rnaliste through the union so that the union may melt this ice, conflict, 
Li ind this hostility that has reached the limits of hysteria. 


: is evaluation |sic] is concerned, Musa Sabri said: I am for 
c\ ition insofar as the publication of reports is concerned because the 
re the crux of the problem. A small incident took place among youth 
indria. he incident was, in fact, a simple one. What is painful 
: iui the facts of the incident been published at the time as tt 
were, they would have only poured oil on the fire because both sides 
youth are not prepared to accept what is published, unless what i 
ned supports their viewpoint. 


happened that Muhammad Sa'id al-'Ashmuawi, a counselor in the Court 
Cassation, was sent to me by Tawfiq al-Hakim with a book on the inter- 
tation of the Koran which al-'Ashmawi has written. I published a 
the book in AlL-AKHBAR. The youth considered what was published 
\l tor atheism. They forgot about the counselor who has written the 
k and accused me of atheism. 





resi d to Shaykh al-Nimr who wrote an article on the issue and we 
ved the matter but the youth have considered our closing the matter 


ouis ‘Awad then delivered an address in which he said: I would like 
to make an observation on the idea of issuing a statement, the idea of 
1 joint movement with the unions and the idea of having the information 
nedia perform their duty. 


see no conflict among these three mainstays. However, I have an obser- 
vation, namely that we should start from the specific point that the press 
should have pertormed its duty of finding the facts. 


what has happened recently is that the press has not been interested in 
sending the representatives of each paper to study the truth of what 
1appened in Asyut, Alexandria and Al-Minya. The press has ended up with 
imbiguities. In an atmosphere of general blackout, rumors can spread. 


t is the duty of the press to gather the information and we mst know 
the truth of what has happened and what is happening. 








then added: There is another issue that has caused the spread 


seom™e to me that the atmosphere of defeat which followed 
onmection with the deviations and the radicalian, 


’ 
: . “ 


7? : ; stro 


; top-level committee of intellectuals must be formed 


opinion that 
We can realize 


ipate the true causes of all that is happening. 
through serious work and profound studies, 


7 .. 

tm 

7 
‘> ii 


avydan, Al@SHA'B chief editor, said: All the parties must take a 


1 support the proposal for our issuing 
1 also 


ah 3} 
mited etanee toward this issue. 
) statement in our capacity a8 journalists, not a8 partisans. 


contacting the professional unions to join us. 


su " rt 


ourdaliet Husayn Fahmi said: The Egyptian citizen feels anxious at 
present ae 4 result of the radicaliem and sectarianism emerging in the 
evyption seclety. to fact, the issue is not an issue of youth only. 

is no doubt that we do not pay enough attention to the youth. The 
excused in the absence of politi-al action. 





here 
outh are largely 


esponsibility of the presse is serious and it is not easy to adopt an 
rmation peliey in this regard. The press may not have been fully 
successful in publishing reports on some issues. We must ponder and 
examine the journalistic action deeply. What is more important is that 

) meeting be held among all the chairmen of the press boards of directors 
that the plan may be clear te whoever proceeds to write on this issue. 


uutti aleKhuii: The most serious espect of the sectarian sedition is that 

it hes been stained with violence. Moreover, the political currents in 
pt ore religious, liberal and national currents, in addition to the 

so tollet current. There isn't in Egypt a single newspaper or platform 

through which these currents can engage in dialogue, and this is futile. 


‘ye second phenomenon is the psychology of the youth. This is completely 
issue of social and political makeup. The faithful youth, both Muslim 


coristian, have rebelled against the official religious establishments. 


rhe 


itti 


s< 


nm 
he 


we are i680 among the citizens of the Arab area that is encountering a 
multi-siced conflict, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict anc the conflicts 


in Lebanon, Syria, Sudan, Irag and Egypt. 


© Premecitated current plan is to immerse the area in a struggle between 
the Muslims and the Christians. 


wa ' Journalists 


ibrahim, the dean of journalists, said that the main goal is to stop 
» happening now and [what may happen) in the future. Where do the 
roots of the problem come from? We want to deal with this sisuation. 


or this problem lies in giving the example because abstract 


he cure { 
There are several domestic and 


dialoeve with the vouth is fruitless. 


foreign political factors. 





we 


part responseibie tor preovidin, this 
Lie proupe of the people, ie@a by the inteliectuaia who are 
ted in the proteasional unions, [are alao reaponsibie). 
with the issue by determining how to proceed with the nationai 
that it iy Not awerve right or ieft. 


rofessional unions to form a committee to prepare an agenda 
; & TF ‘ s) - : t a i : t he pr Ofesaeionala take part ao that every 
it hie hand in hie brother's hand, as they have always done. 


maid: lisagree fundamentally with prominent colleague Musa 
‘t the issue is a sectarian sedition and not a political issue. 


* has the sowcalled sectarian sedition existed in isolation from 


social, pelitical and economic conditions. However, I do agree 
that the issue is more serious than to be tackled with a single 
viewpoint. The tesue of the unity of the Egyptian »oeople and 
‘tional issue primarily. It is an issue that precedes ail 
hie is not the firet time in which Egypt encounters sectarian 


Yunis said that any group can start a fire but that the task of 
‘8 is to extinguish fires. Moreover, when a journalist tries to 


ire, he must be brought to account and must be questioned on the 
that make him write what he writes. 


nclusion of the conference, a statement was issued containing the 
posals of the journalists doven and a fourth proposal consider ing 
ittendance representatives of the preparatory commitcee for 

ine the professional unions. 











EGYPT 


PAARL LAMENTARY COMMITTER PROTESTS MINISTER'S FAILURE TO ATTEND MEETING 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabie 21 Apr 80 p 5 
‘Article: “Pull Stery of Minister al-Daghistani's Escape") 


‘jext) fvasion by Engineer ‘Ali Fahmi al-Daghistani, the minister of 
transport and communications, of the People's Assembly Transport Committee 
mas aroused a major storm in the committee's meeting. 


‘he committee members have accused the minister of negligence, of disrespect 
for the people's deputies and of disregard for the importance of what is 
discuesed in the parliament. They have demanded that a minister who 
commite such acts, which signify indifference and laxity among the govern- 
ment members, be brought to account. 


‘he story of Minister ‘Ali Fahmi al-Daghistani's escape began when the 
committee held a meeting to discuss the transport and communication problems 
in the governorates of Port Said, Ismailia and Suez in the presence of 
governors Sayyid Sarhan, 'Abd-al-Mun'im ‘Imarah and Ahmad Hilmi Badr. 


what is surprising is that the minister was absent from the meeting for 
no excuse and was content to send his representatives who have no power 
of making decisions despite their claims that they were empowered by the 
minister. However, the deputies uncovered the falsehood of the represen- 
tatives’ claims and the minister's deception. 


Mticial Protest 


Deputy Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Rahim, from Suez, said in protest: Whatever the 
problems preoccupying the minister, he should have attended the session 
to meet with the three governors. What has happened is considered an 
unacceptable approach from the government and means obstructing the work 
of the Assembly and of its deputies. 


The deputy demanded that the committee send a unanimous official protest 
to the minister to warn him of the error of his actions and his negligence. 








wk depulyY and carried turtuer the 


Lent ver the failure of the heads of the authoricies to 
| iv! their being conteat with sending their represen- 
wiayn sald: is is tantamount to disdaining the Assembly's 
the people's interests, ‘hese heads of authorities should 


, (velit positions for those who shoulder responsibility and under- 


tan if well, 


sig0 urged the need to bring te account the heads of authorities 





’ iti toe attend the meetings regularly due to negiigence and laxity 
i there is ne authority higher than the authority of the People's 
empl 
iimDin 'AbdealeLatif, the committee chairman and the deputy minister 


munications, said after finding himself in an embarrassing position 

« will present to Dr Sufi AbueTalib, the Assembly speaker, a report 

mittee's protest so that the government may respect the Assembly 

t requests of the assembly members to the government reoresentatives 
the important tesues affecting the masses and so that this may 
onstitute a new initiative on the part of the committee to lay down the 
foundations of new principles and values for dealings between the govern- 

ont and the Assembly. 


vernor Demands Minister's Presence 


‘Abd=tl-Mun'im ‘Imarah, the governor of Ismailia, refused to discuss the 
trans ort and communication probleme in his governorate unless the minister 
of transport end the chairman of the Roads Authority attended personally. 


position was supported by Sayyid Sarhan and Hilmi Bad, the governors 
Port Said and Suez. 


a result of the committee chairman's insistence on the need to hold the 
liscessions on the projected issues, provided that those discussions be 
completed at a lever meeting in the presence of the minister and of the 
heads of authorities, heated discussions started. During these discussions, 
Sevvid Sarhan, the governor of Port Said, revealed the erosion to which 


vort Said-Damietta road is exposed day after day. 


‘Abd=al-Mun'im ‘Imarah, the governor of Ismailia, said that he “has had 
enous’ statements from the chairman of the Roads Authority about the 
‘eminent repairs that will be carried out for the governorate's roads 
when no repairs at all have been made so far. 


le added: What the Roads Authority coairman will say will amount to no 
sore than the “termination of meetings.” 


Anead 'ilei Badr, the governor of Suez, asserted that the Roads Authority 
‘oes mot work according to a set plan and that its projects are carried 
it in an ofthanded manner. 
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silllam Najib Sayfayn objected to the method of discussion, suying: This 
in 4 Method unbetitting the level of the People's Assembly. ‘his is also 
considered intervention in the executive authority's work, The Assembly 
should define the problems, draw up a plan and the financing programe for 
projects and then commit the government to implementation, 


in the following day, the committee continued its discussions until 0100 
but the minister of transport did not attend and evaded the meeting even 
thoush he had attended a part of the Assembly's morning sessions, 
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BGYPT 


| EPRAL PARTY CALLS FOR DEALING WITH SECTARIAN SEDITTON INSTIGATORS FIRMLY 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 5 
‘Article by Hilmd Salim: "Political Vacuum Behind Radical Currents") 


loxt!) The Liberal Party General Secretariat has held an important meeting 
under Mustafa Kamil Murad, the party chairman, to discuss the abortive 
attempts to create sedition between the Copts and the Muslims and to 
discuss also the “Arab Reality Paper" presented by President al-Sadat. 


\t the outset of the meeting, Mustafa Murad said: The abortive attempts 
to sow sedition between the Copts and the Muslims have been caused by the 
political vacuum resulting from lack of faith in the policies followed 
iad by the hardships that the people are experiencing as a result of infla- 
tion. Thies causes youth to lose the confidence that they will have a 
decent tuture and creates in them psychological anxiety and instability 
‘hat encourage them to swerve and to tend toward radicalism, either 
rightiet or leftiet radicaliem, in the hope of finding a way out of what 
they are experiencing. Therefore, suffering is the cause of these currents 
that emerge in the form of radical groups that commit acts that cannot be 
aprehended, These issues can only be cured through economic reform and 
democratic dialogue with the youth so as to make it possible to learn what 
is going on in their minds and to answer their questions. Moreover, we 
should approach the matter with the firmness that will prevent its spread 
so 48 pot to enable the communists and the radical groups to exploit these 
circumstances in their interest. 





igyptians Joined by National Unity 


“ustate Kamil Murad appealed to all the national forces to exert efforts 
to restore matters to their normal course, especially since we are a 
nation that pre-dates religions. We are Egyptians who have been joined 
»y national unity since times preceding the emergence of religions. 


woling With Issues Firmly 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi and Maj Gen Sa‘id al-Ghannam, the party's two party 
representatives |wakilay al-hizb); Murad al-Sibsati, the secretary general; 
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lasan Mabrus, Che assistant secretary generak Maj Gen 'Abd=al=Mun' in 
sieSabaki, the General Secretariat member; and ‘Abd=-al-Majid Shatir, the 
‘olitical Moreau Member, then addressed the meeting. They all stressed 
that matters must be dealt with firmly and must not be left to escalate 
and that any undermining of security must be dealt with severely. 


‘hey underlined their condemnation of any attempts to tamper with the 
national unity. They aleo stressed the need for the information media at 
the various levels to deal with the events in their cradle so that the 
people may be familiarized with the truth of the affairs, so that no 
opportunity may be given for the spread of rumors and radical views and 

so that the people may not fall prey to the foreign information media 

that are hostile to the regime and that seek to embarrass it. This is 

what the regime's enemies have sought and aspired for. Therefore, rational 
men of both sects must confront these matters. 


Ma} Gen Salah=al=Din al-Rifa'i, the party deputy chairman, opened his 
address with a proposal that the General Secretariat set aside the next 
session to appraise President al-Sadat's trip to the United States, 
especially since Begin's visit has ended. Thie is in addition to discussing 
the party's ideas on rebuilding the state in spheres not connected with 
amendment of the constitution--an amendment on which the party has 

already expressed its views. 


The party deputy chairman then reviewed the party's position toward the 
Paper on the Reality and Future of the Arab Action, explaining the party's 
observations on the three projected options. He pointed out the party's 
disapproval of the option of "wait and see" because it freezes the present 
positions. He also pointed out that the party does not believe in the 
option of "going along with slogans.” The party also believes that it is 
difficult to address the peoples without the approval of the governments 
due to the type of these governments and due to the degree of democracy 
characterizing them. Moreover, the obstacles facing the self-rule nego- 
tiations at present do not help to put an end to the Arab and Islamic 
division and disagreement. 


Therefore, the Liberal Party has a fourth option, namely: Establish a 
truce with the Arab and Islamic countries opposing Egypt's peace initiative, 
steer away from whatever is liable to intensify the division and the 
fragmentation and preserve the line of retreat to solidarity and to 
unifying the ranks. 


ixert serious efforts with all the peaceful and diplomatic means to realize 
tangible success in liberating the occupied territories and regaining the 
Palestinian people's legitimate rights or adopt strong positions, when 
necessary, exploiting the support of the world public opinion and the 
evident change in the U.S. line. This will undoubtedly result in having 

a number of the fraternal Arab countries join the peace procession and ir, 
strengthening peace in the area. 
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i) feasibility {ate} study on transtorming the Arab League into a 


oascue of the Arab and Islamic peoples and postpone implementation until 
ta « posttive results are reallged on the path of the comprehensive 
joe ‘ ised on justice and until a proper number of Arab and Islamic 
tries join the peace procession, 
Major General al-Kifa'i reviewed this preliminary party opinion, 
the General Secretariat decided to present the Arab Reality Paper to the 
vty’ 


, popular bases tor discussion so that these bases may express their 
opinion om te in the first half of the coming month of June. 
jommod Murad al«Sibtasi, the party secretary general, then ceviewed 
oarty's action plan for the coming phase, The members of the General 
-retariat have been divided over the republic's governorates with the 
of revitalizing the party and of filling the political vacuun, of 


“tting acquainted with the masses' problems and the aim of offering quick 
and proper solutions for these problems, 
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EGYPT 


COUNTRY'S AGRICULTURE SAID TO BE IN DANGER 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 2 


{Article by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: "Dr Mustafa al-Jabali Affirms: Our 
Agricultural Production Is in Danger; We have Cultivated One Million 
Feddans Since Construction of High Dam But Monster Has Ceized Them Because 
of Poor Planning" ] 





[text] Before the 1950's, agriculture in Egypt relied on the conventional 
means that exhaust the efforts of man and beast. Even though agricultural 
lands were misdistributed and even though land owners were in control of 
the tenants--a situation which led to the presence of feudalism and the 
absence of social justice--the Egyptian people did not feel any danger 
threatening their food security and did not experience any significant 
shortage of essential food commodities. 


This is due basically to the fact that the population did not exceed 20 
millions and that the individual's share of agricultural land at the time 
was enough to supply the individual with his modest food needs, in addi- 
tion to »roducing a surplus of some crops--such as cotton, rice and 
onions<- or export. 


Fundamental Transformations After Revolution 


in the period from 1952 to 1980, fundamental transformations have taken 
place, as agricultural scientist Dr Mustafa al-Jabali says, and have 
affected the agricultural structure. The most important of these transfor- 
mations have been the issuance of the agrarian reform law and its amend- 
ments in 1961 and 1965. This law improved the ownership structure, 
regulated the relations between the owner and the tenant and organized 
agricultural production, marketing and agricultural credit facilities on 

a cooperative basis with the aim of protecting small farmers from middle- 
men and usurers. 


Increased Fragmentation of Agricultural Lands 
The inheritance laws have also led to fragmenting and splitting agricul- 


tural land ownerships and holdings. A balance in the agricultural structure 
has also been established by increasing the holdings of small owners. 
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m projecte=this great project or water bank that has enabled 
tion man tor the first time in history to master the river after 
| econ its slayvee=made it possible to formulate an ambitious plan to 
re tain 900,000 teddans of land, But the 1967 war obstructed the completion 
this plan and oniy 400,000 feddans were reclaimed, 


se area of land cultivated with rice rose to 1,2 million feddans and the 
rite of crop concentration rose from 150 percent to 190 percent as a 
esult of the High Dam and of electricity, 


mK of Silt 
the statements thot the High Dam holds silt back from agricultural 


inde, Or aleJabali says that the increased use of chemical fertilizers 
hos made up for the silt and production has increased, not diminished. 


couraying Industry at Expense of Agriculture 
vo encouragement of industry at the expense of agriculture has led to 
‘ncreased emigration from the countryside to the cities in search of better 


work opportunities. This new trend has led to the accumulation of urban 
problems, such as the problems of utilities and services and their inability 

meet the needs of the native city dwellers, not to mention additional 
intabitants, as Dr al-Jabali says. Societies very close to the village 
soclety, and even more backward, have emerged in the cities. 


ortage ot Labor in Countryside 


emigration has also Led to an evident shortage of agricultural iabor 
the rural areas, to an abnormal rise in this labor's wages and to a 
drop in its productivity. 


roachments Upon Agricultural Lands 


conseguences of this policy also include the expansion in plants, 
utilities and housing that has led to encroachment upon the good-quality 
and highly productive agricultural lands adjacent to cities and villages 
at a rate of no less than 60,000 feddans annually. This has led to a 
‘earful drop in the cultivable area despite the expansion realized as a 
result of the High Dam water. This means that all the lands we added 
ifter the construction of the High Dam have been devoured by the encroach- 
sent on agricultural lands, by the population explosion and by the food 

sic) gap. 


‘he population explosion has become more acute now that we have reached 
‘+. millions that the prices of food commodities have risen without a 
counter increase in incomes and that the gap between production and 








consumption has widened and reached 65 percent--a gap that will make us 


import this year 5 million tons of wheat, 411,000 tons of [vegetable] 
oils and nearly 20,000 tons of meats. 

Drop in exports 

Dr al-Jabali has ded: The export volume has dropped. For example, the 


quantities of ric. exported have dropped from 700,000 tons to 100,000 tons, 
At tio current rates, we find that the threat of an end to the rice exports 
looms in the horizon and that we will begin importing rice. What is more 
surprising is that Egypt used to export 150,000 tons of sugar [annually] 
whereas we now import nearly 250,000 tons a year. 


\griculture and Reclamation Tempo 


tr al-Jabali has further added that according to the current population 
growth rates, we will have a population of 67 millions in the year 2000. 
if we want to maintain the current per capita share of the agricultural 
lands, the cultivable area must increase to 1] million feddans by the 
year 2000, i.e. with an increase rate of one quarter million feddans 
which must be reclaimed and cultivated annually in order that we may be 
able to supply the necessary food. 


Sounding the alarm, Dr Mustafa al-Jabali says: lo realize this, our 
agricultural and land reclamation policy should be built on technological 
bases totally different from the currently employed ones in the means of 
irrigation, in the use of chemicals, in the selection of crops and in the 
method of cultivation and service and, consequently, in the rate of 
ownership, in production relations, in concentrating and loading [sic] 
crops, in animal production, in the quantities of water used per feddan, 
in the rural establishments, in mechanization and so forth. 


He has added that the new land needs to be developed fully and completely 
in a manner different from the one we have been accustomed to. With the 
current method and approach, we will make the same mistakes and will 
realize no progress. 


The future agriculture must depend completely on scientific and techno- 
logical progress. We have had enough experiments and enough mistakes. 

We have had enough indifference and negativism and enough burying of the 
heads in the sand. The preisdent of the republic himself is exerting his 
utmost efforts to secure food for every citizen and it is the duty of 

all of us to exert our utmost efforts, knowledge, time and experience 
because Egypt comes first and foremost. 


$494 
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EGYPT 


CULLIVABLE LAND VIOLATIONS IN AL=QALYUBTYAH SAID TO THREATEN CAIRO'S SUPPLY 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 2 


‘Art.cle: "Law Protects Usurpation of Lands and Officials Exchange 
Accusations" ] 


ifext! State against state! It is a surprising conflict this into which 
the popular and executive agencies in al-Qalyubiyah have fallen. 


While the state is raising the slogan of the green revolution and of food 
security, most of the fertile lands in al-Qalyubiyah are turning into 
residential areas. What is more surprising is that nearly (16,536) feddans 
in al-Qalyubiyah have turned into construction lands without any planning 
and in a haphazardly manner. But will the events of this farce continue 
and till when? 


Al-QValyubiyah Governorate is considered a source of vegetable and fruit 
supply for the greater Cairo. 


Despite the advantages which the governorate enjoys, we have found 
surprising things happening there, such as when al-Qalyubiyah Governorate 
Popular Council issued a decision supporting those who violate the law 
prohibiting the construction of buildings on agricultural lands. Thus, 
the agricultural lands in al-Qalyubiyah are being threatened and this 
poses a threat to the food security in the governorate and in the greater 
Lairo. 


Usurpation in Name of Law 


‘Muhammad Raghib Nawwar, the deputy chairman of al-Qalyubiyah Popular 
Council, says: Al-Qalyubiyah Popular Council has been issuing decisions 
and recommendations regarding some memoranda submitted by Shubra al- 
Shaymah inhabitants who are hurt by the ban on licenses for the construc- 
tion of buildings on agricultural lands within the jurisdiction of Shubra 
ai-Khaymah. It is the Popular Council's duty to preserve the agricultural 
lands in al-Qalyubiyah Governorate and to ban the construction of buildings 
thit pose a threat to the cultivable area which represents the main source 
of food tor the greater Cairo. 
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mane wei aleJayyar, the chairman of Shubra al-Khaymah Loca. Council, 

ive tht the buildings surrounded by agricultural lands within city and 
sillase Limite are licensed by the councils concerned and not by the 

irectorate ot Agriculture, This means that the minister of agriculture, 
) avsroeement with the local popular councils concerned, determines the 
oeos and Licenses for construction on agricultural lands. This is in 
iid. tion to the recommendation made by the ministers of agriculture and 
ef justice to stop the citations made in this regard against buildings 
constructed on agricultural lands. 


prising Conflict 


sa'id Jum'ah ‘Ali, the People's Assembly member representing Shubra 
il=ehaymah and al-Qanatir al-Khayriyah District, believes that the rise 
of the price of a square meter of land to more than 300 pounds in some 
agricultural areas has enticed many of the owners of these lands to sell 
their property without any consideration for planning or for the law that 
bans the construction of buildings on agricultural lands. 





But giving the opportunity to a large number of agricultural land develop- 
ment companies which divide the land into plots and then advertise the 
sale of these plots as approved plots is something that makes the citizens 
buy the plots and fall, ultimately, prey to these lies when the executive 
agencies concerned awaken from their slumber. 


Construction Under High Tension [Powerlines] 


Lt Col Jalal 'Abd-al-Nabi al-Tawil, the police station chief, asserts 
that the violations committed against the law that bans the construction 
ot buildings on agricultural lands have exceeded all limits and that some 
agricultural land owners who subdivide their lands without any control 

by city councils and who are only interested in making enormous profits 
without any consideration to the harm that may be caused to the citizens 
sell even the lands that are located under high tension powerlines. 

‘his is something that poses a threat to those engaged in the construc- 
tion work under these lines. 


City Councils and Violations 


Madihah Muhammad Imam, chairman of the Health Affairs Committee of al- 
Jalyubiyah Popular Council, says that the favors given at the expense of 
the Law are what causes all these unchecked violations. Some National 
varty leaderships make a trade of subdividing and selling the agricultural 
lands and this encourages the citizens to purchase “hem. This makes the 
engineers and assistants in the engineering agencies refrain from writing 
violation citations against those who engage in the construction either 

as a favor or out of fear of those subdividing the lands. A committee 
has been formed to survey the agricultural area that has turned into a 
residential area so as to determine who permitted the citizens to build 
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e them the licenses despite the presence of a decision that 
ibis the transtormation of agricultural lands into residential lands. 
en Ma ' tried to bring up this issue in the Popular Council, some o! 
(hose w enetit trom violat ing the sovereivtnty and sanctity of the law 
resorted to tasulting her outside the council. But she faced them 
urageously and made a report on the issue to the public prosecution 
\s interrogated some thugs who cover up crimes, 


iltural Cooperatives and Negligence 


‘ t j 


dd 'Abd-al-Mu'ti Khayyal, chairman of al-Qalyubiyah Popular Council's 
nent Committee, says that the agricultural cooperatives in the 

norate are almost closed and all their agencies are almost idle 
use their officials know nothing about the agricultural lands that 


rned into residential areas ina haphazardly manner. 


; art 
t 
t 


i\ 4 


idded: Even though al-Qalyubiyah is very famous for its production of 
etables, fruits and citrus fruits--a production valued at more than 
illion pounds which are equal to the national cotton crop (‘sic]--all 
roduction is beginning to suffer from a cancer that will destroy 
quickly and will lead to a drop in the food supplies exported by 


the wovernorate to Cairo. 


rf ite \ezainst itselt 


Sut if the popular and executive agencies in al-Qalyubiyah are thrashing 
ibout with the decisions and the recommendations they are issuing and if 
o'fictals themselves are the ones who violate the law and make a trade 
ubdividing an. selling the agricultural lands by exploiting their 
itions, then who is ultimately responsible for the presence of the 
cells that are spreading in the agricultural land and when will 





, , 
sae 


amit CT 
his farce end? 
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\. /LCLE URGES REBUILDING STATE DEMOCRATICALLY 
aire AL=AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 5 


Article by Mumtaz Nassar: “Welcome to Rebuilding State But on Condition 
Thats. | 


i Text | welcome rebuilding the state but on condition that rebuilding 
the state proceed hand in hand with entrenching, bolstering and strength- 
ening the rules of democracy and with further freedom for the people. 

jut if what is meant by rebuilding the state is to tighten the strangle- 
hold en democracy and to undermine the citizen's constitutional rights, 
then we don’t want the rebuilding. 


he need for amending the constitution is as urgent as the need for 
rebuilding because balance among the authorities will be thus realized. 

fach authority must be totally independent of the other so that no authority 
may encroach upon another. 


| wonder: Why should the president of the republic hold the position of 
chairman of the Higher Council of the Judiciary Authorities? 


This position must be held by a chairman elected from among the judiciary 
ind the council must be free of the non-judiciary authorities that it now 
includes. How can members of the Administrative Prosecution and of the 
Sureau of [Criminal] Cases sit ir the Higher Council of the Judiciary 
\uthorities to discuss matters concerning the judiciary? 


‘he current constitution which was promulgated in 1971 is influenced by 
the previous provisional constitutions, all of which are inclined toward 
the presidential system, meaning that the head of the state is the head 
the executive authority and the man with the final decision who is 
yelped by aides, namely the ministers. This is why it has been said that 
sinisters in the presidential system are like a bunch of secretaries. 


Parliamentary System 


Sut if a real participation and non-monopolization of all the powers is 
wanted--and this, of course, is in the people's interest--then the 
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ie gainer ime i iw t st Hmpseele par j iaMeitar \ aYaten, 
‘ +a ‘vate ‘ ay wt exstadlished,. This, alse, is in the 


situation saya that the People's Assembly is the authority 
tie candidate for the preaidency. I believe that the text 
wwticle in particular should be amended so that any qualified 
feelin that he is Cit for this position may nominate himself 
without passing through the People's Assembly and in freedom 
todianship of the People's Assembly and of any other circle. 


legislation becomes more disciplined when there are two legis- 

clle, each with the power of legislation. But if the second 

advisory and holds no legislative power, then it is better not 
ive such a council, 





rantes tor Press 


peak about the presence of a fourth estate embodied in the 
ress, we must first formulate the rules and principles that are tanta- 
suearantees tor the press and for the journalists. 


arancees are represented in turning the press establishments into 
‘irms in which the chairmen of the executive boards are elected 
« the founders in whose hands all the powers lie, in having a 
uncensored press, in allowing all the currents to project their 
mm all the national iseves and in not allowing the press to 
jece of the ruling party, as is the case with the so-called 
ese at present. 


iously demanded amendment of the constitution so that it may 
ich democratic principles as these ones and I sent a memorandum 
‘ect to the People's Assembly speaker and to the so-called 
newspapers which, thankfully, failed to publish the memorandum. 


if the rebuilding will lead to strengthening democracy and to 
‘2 a balance amone the authorities, then I say welcome to the 
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EGYPT 


LIBERAL PARTY WANTS TOP EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS TO BE ELECTED TO POSTS 


Cairo AL“AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 60 p 6 





(Article by Hilmi Salim: “Liberal Party General Secretariat: Rejection 
of Law of Shame and Abolition of Emergency Law; Abolition of Ministry of 
justice and Position of Socialist Prosecutor; Rebuilding State Is Bigger 
ihan Amendment of Constitution, Than Cabinet Change and Than Holding New 


Elections" | 


Text) The Liberal Party General Secretariat has rejected in its latest 
meeting the laws restricting Liberties and has demanded abolition of the 
emergency law. 


The discussions ended up with the conclusion that the law to safeguard 
values from shame may undermine personal freedom and take us back to the 
revolutionary constitutionalism which the people rejected with the incep- 
tion of the correction revolution. This law also violates the immunity 
and freedom of the judge in issuing sentences in accordance with the rules 
ot justice. 


Mustafa Kamil Murad, the Liberal Party chairman, has said that the law 
imposes 4 non-judiciary element in the structure of the court of shame. 
Consequently, the fate of whoever stands before the values court is tied 
to the inclinations of the public figures intruding on the judiciary. 


Murad asserted that the parties law is enough to guarantee national unity, 
soc ial peace, socialism and democracy. He also said that the law for 
protecting the domestic front and the social peace and the general law 
safeguard society against any crimes that may threaten it. While clinging 
to its rejection of the law of shame in the form which the People's 
Assembly approved yesterday, the Liberal Party seeks to reaffirm freedom 
and democracy in Egypt on the basis of an objective study that enriches 
democratic dialogue and gives it its strength and its effectiveness. 


had of Revolutionary Const itutionalism 


The discussions dealt with the text of the law concerning the! reation of 
a new judiciary authority that will decide the political cases. This is 
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(o enltusetiog the socialist public proseeuter wit) the role 


rose ater on behall of the people whereas the socialist public prose=- 
sition i® supposed to be a temporary position intended to protect 
wv feciee in a period of Cransition from revelutionary constitutionalian 
(itutional legality, Hut with the abolition of the Socialist Union, 
i orsence of parties en the politieal arena and with the stabilization 
' the country's politteal eonditions, the age of revolutionary constitu- 
liem, of politieal iselation and of the political judiciary ended 


‘hore is ae longer any justifieation for maintaining the socialist 
wcutor'’s position, 


turn | ustodianship 


il=Sibteasi, the party secretary general, said: Article two of the 
wo) shame which defines the crimes, especially those concerning moral 
‘luce and the genuine traditions of the Egyptian family, is an ambiguous 
articce that is subject to numerous interpretations. This article speaks 
ihe fundamental components of the Egyptian society. The constitution 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt promulgated in 1971 has defined these compo- 
vente in detail, but in elastic terms that accomodate many ambiguous and 
iodeterminate things. Thie text [of article two of law of shame] permits 
the inerimination of many vague acts and this is incompatible with the 
-onstituttional rule that there can be 10 crime and no punishment without 
) provieton., Moreover, article three estates that the sentence of the 
values) court is not subject to appeal and this is something that consti- 


tutes 4 severe injustice to the rights to a defense in accordance with 
the litigations law. 


‘oreover, the article calle for reimposing custodianship in a roundabout 
way ood this means a flagrant violation of the constitution and of the 
berties. What is more, giving the socialist public prosecutor the right 
to obtect to the nomination of workers to the unions is tantamount to 
rping the workers’ most important fundamental rights, in addition to 
ite « vielation of the bylaws of the International Labor Organization 
in which Eeypt is a member. It is also in violation of the freedom of 


the oniems. Al-<Stheast added that the law undermines the basic liberties 
ind will of the Egyptian people. 


‘resident of Republic by Election 


he Ceneral Secretariat then dealt with the party's view on the principles 


of rebullding the state which President al-Sadat will announce in a few 
ay ‘ 


Mostafa Kamil “aod, the party chairman, said that rebuilding the state 
» \igeer than amendment of the constitution, than a cabinet reshuffle 
and than new People's Assembly elections. 


“ohuamad ‘Abd-al-Shafi, the party representative [wakil], said: This is 
an opportunity to express the party's viewpoint on rebuilding the state. 


24 














jie View ie expressed in part in the Liberal Party program which demands 
inal the presideney of the -epublie, the vice presidency and all the major 
positions in the country be filled by election, This is in acdition to 
ihe need for the independence of the judiciary and of their budget, provided 
that the Higher Couneil of the Judieiary [Authorities) be headed by a 
(oureelor selected from among the members of the judiciary, We also 
Jena o tree press whose chairmen are not appointed by the executive 
sulhority and independent information media that are not controlled by the 
yove coment, These are the things that underline the separation of the 
political powers as a second mainstay after the Ialamic Shari'a. The 
party aleo believes that the position of the shaykh of al-Agshar and of 
the multl should be filled by eleetion, 


Maj Cen Sa'id al-Ghannam, the party representative, said: While being 
eager tor the supremacy of the Law, the Liberal Party is aleo eager to see 
that the laws are issued in a sound manner. To realize this, the party 
stresses the need for the legislative authority to consist of two councils: 
the People's Assembly and a senate so that one may deliberate on what the 


other rushes. Ae for the consultative council, it will not realize this 
goal, 


Nat isah al-Chamrawi, member of the General Secretariat, said that the full 
independence of the judiciary authority and its separation from the execu- 
tive authority is essential. Egypt had suffered most heavily from the 
subservience of the judiciary authority to the executive authority only 
to awaken one day to the resounding downfall of the judiciary authority 

in the wake of the issuance of the decree dismissing all of Egypt's 
judges=--a decree which violated the constitution, the charter and the 

30 March declaracion, We condemn such action and we find that the only 
guarantee for preventing ite recurrence is to have the judiciary authority 
totally independent. This requires abolishing the martial laws and 
restricting the right of settling legal disputes to the judiciary slone 
by abolishing the special and military courts. To guarantee the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary, the position of the minister of justice must 

be abolished and a minister of state should be appointed as a liaison 
between the judiciary and executive authorities. 


lasan Mahrus, the assistant secretary general, said: Political freedom 
is tied to economic freedom. He stressed main points that should be taken 
into consideration in rebuilding the state: 


iret, bolstering the public sector, focusing its investments on the heavy 
and strategic industries, developing its management and enabling it to 
perform its leadership role in development. 


Second, the freedom of the private capital in investing in ali spheres 
in partnership and in competition with the public and cooperative capital 
and within the framework of the development plan. 
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id, an w commerce trom all unneeessary shackles and prevent Lig the 
tor rom Gominating it because thie will lead te unhenc our 4g ing 


i), egGuating the teyptian tavester with the foreign investor in terms 
ia vaenmptionse, 


Piith, odjusting Che escalating structure of taxes to Lighten the burden 
of tie tolling classes and to encourage private investment, along with 
rene nining the pol icy OF CuBtOmMA Laxea, 


th, the need te have flexible planning at the level of the state for 
vot the publie and the private sectors, 

oon 'A\bd@aleMun'im al-Sebaki, the General Secretariat member, reaffirmed 
, (oat ted been said about the need for the political and economic 
‘ibertioe, Al«Sabaki also sald that he believes in the need to strengthen 
toe labor and professional untons and to underline their right to deter- 
ine the wages, Linking wages to production. He also said that there is 
4 Hoo) to reconsider the structure of wages and prices in a manner compat- 
ible with the feflation rates and with the cost of living, to strengthen 
‘iw tighte of the workers and of the farmers and to reaffirm the gains 
‘hat they have realized under the July and May revolutions. 
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LIBERAL PARTY CHATRMAN DISCUSSES SECTARIAN INCIDENTS WITH COPTIC POPE 
Cairo AL@AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 6 


|Article: "Pope Shinudah Says at Meeting With Liberal Party Chairman: 
Church Supports al-Sadat Regime But I Had to Explain Some Matters to 
Officials” |] 


[Text] Mustafa Kamil Murad, the Liberal Party chairman, has discussed 
with Pope Shinudah TIl, the Patriarch of the Orthodox Copts, the little 
actions committed by those who call for fanaticism. 


The pope's viewpoint has agreed with Mustafa Kamil Murad's viewpoint 
regarding President al-Sadat's declaration that we are a state that 
separates religion from politics because the intervention of religion in 
politics means the shattering of the state. 


in his meeting with Mustafa Kamil Murad, the Liberal Party chairman, and 
with Ambassador Riyad Mu'awwad, the Liberal Party representative, Pope 
Shinudah said that he is a monk who devotes i.imself to the service of God. 
fut as a pastor of the church, he has found it his duty to explain to the 
officials some matters that are in line with his responsibilities after 
reaching the conclusion that there has been negligence in investing some 
of the crimes committed. The pope added that he has not taken any position 
vis-a-vis the political leadership in Egypt because the church supports 
and does not oppose the regime and because it is fully aware that Presi- 
dent al-Sadat works for the interest of the Eg ptian people, both Muslim 
and Christian, 


Pope Shinudah added: President al-Sadat was most generous with me when 

| asked him to build a number of churches in the governorates for Egypt's 
Copts to worship in them. However, the implementation has faced some 
difficulties. 


fie added that he will not hesitate to meet President al-Sadat if asked to. 
Ambassador Riyad Mu'awwad, the Liberal Party representative, has stated 


that the pope ended his retreat in Dayr al-Natrun Monastery and returned 
to Cairo after his meeting with the Liberal Party chairman. 
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ivod Mulawwad aleo said that he, as an Egyptian Copt, declares that the 
foptic political leadershipsa did not rise to the level of the responsi- 
bilit ring the recent events and that they have been unable to shoulder 
their responsibility to clarifying matters, in reuniting the ranks and in 
persuading the pope to hold the religious celebrations so that they may 
not assume a political dimension, Mu'awwad also said: 1 demand a change 
i) the Cho istian leaderships on the occasion of rebuilding the state, 1 
alco Lelleve that the political members elected to the People's Assembly 
should not be members of the Community Council. 


‘ Sit B80. 
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GOVERNMENT NATIONAL HOUSING POLICY CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 7 


|Article: “Deputies Confront Minister of Housing With His Imaginary 
Statements; Podium Failed to Protect Minister and So He Lost His Temper, 
Abu-Wafiyah Challenges Any Minister or Deputy Who Owns Price of Apartment") 


[Text] Dr Mustafa al-Hifnawi, the minister of housing, has lost his temper 
more than once and has almost lost his sense and forgotten the tasks and 
duties of any responsible minister standing before the legislative authority. 


This has happened in the five-hour long People's Assembly discussion on 
the national housing policy despite the podium's repeated attempts to 
protect the minister from the deputies’ interruptions. 


What is surprising is that the number of deputies who have attended the 
session and caused the annoyance to the minister did not exceed 77 members, 
even though the number of the People's Assembly members is 396 members! 

Of course, most of those attending were opposition deputies. Because of 
the high price of print, we apologize for not publishing the minister's 
comments on the deputies’ statements because of the futility of these 
comments. 


llfat Kamil, the Liberal Party deputy, in participation with more than 20 
other members, had submitted a request for a discussion on the national 
housing policy. 


The 77 members who attended the discussions have been unanimous that the 
national housing policy presented to the Assembly by Dr Mustafa al-Hifnawi 
does not reflect what is actually needed to eliminate the acute housing 
crisis and that this policy further complicates the crisis because it has 
been based on assumptions that do not reflect the real situation, regard- 
less of whether the "look-around-you" [presumably meaning birth contro] 
policy| succeeds and whether the government succeeds in accelerating the 
national economy's growth rates. 
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‘io Jeputles have underlined their objection to this policy, demanding that 
ihe poverament present all the facts to the masses in the form of a fully 
finan pian inetead of the excessive optimiem and of the imaginary 


Fy Ff 
Pela. ad 


‘oo deputies have put forth numerous proposals to be introduced into the 
vationa!l housing polley. Naturally, the minister confronted, as usual, 
these proposals with objection and anger. 


“inister Has not Implemented His Statements 


‘Nohommod Mahmud Isma'il, a Liberal Party deputy, has said that the govern- 
went hos net defined in its national policy the sources for financing the 
construction of 3 million units which the government intends co build. 

lic wondered: How will the implementation take place? The minister of 
ousting made a number of statements here at the People's Assembly several 
onths age and none of these statements has been carried out so far! 
foremost among his statement was the statement that the sale of cement 
would be treed of restrictions and that a cement permit would be given 
within 60 days to whoever has acquired a building license, 





‘he deputy asserted that the governorates are suffering from an acute 
shortage in cement supplies and in other construction materials, contrary 
to the minister's reply to a question which the deputy had previously 
addressed to him, 


‘olwud tema'il urged the need for reconsidering the decisions for the 
demolition of old houses that can be repaired, especially in the old and 
popular quarters, and for increasing the number of urgent housing units 
to deal with the cases of collapsed houses. 


Dr ibrahim 'Awwarah, an independent deputy, underlines several proposals 

for solving the crisis, namely: Making all construction materials available 
and enhancing the opportunities of the private sector to own land and to 
supply construction materials, especially since the ministry has experienced 
extreme failure in supplying the necessary materials. 


‘Awwarah added: The Religious Trusts Authority should also exploit the land 
inl funds at its disposal in housing projects from which the citizens will 
benefit and the insurance companies should also exploit the funds at their 
Jisposal for the construction of mid le-income and higher middle-income 
housing, provided that they do not apply an ownership policy intended for 
exploitation. 


‘he deputy also demanded that the ownership policy which has led to this 
sottleneck and to this housing catastrophe be reconsidered and that the 
citizens be offered facil‘ties to get bank loans at small interest rates 
‘o build multi-floor houses so that the crisis may be solved through 
vertical expansion and not horizontal expansion and without any encroach- 
ment upon the cultivable area. 








\bueWaltiyah Challenges Ministers and Deputies 


Mahmud AbueWaliyah pointed out the government's mistake in following the 
ownership [al-tamlik] policy because of society's economic and social 
conditions and defied any minister or People's Assembly member who can 
purchase an apartment [sic], 


Rash Statements 


Mumtaz Nassar, an independent deputy, said that the government has become 
accustomed to making rash statements that are in total conflict with the 
reality. It was said in 1977 that 600,000 units were to be built whereas 
only one third the number has been built! 


Mumtaz Nassar asked the minister to be honest, if only once, by fulfilling 
what he had promised in his latest program. 


Nassar also demanded that priority in occupying the new units be given to 
those who live in tents, mosques, graveyards and emergency housing units. 
these cases constitute one half the lawsuits before the judiciary at 
present 


Ihe deputy also demanded that the yield of the ownership installments, 
which the minister has said amounts to 530 million pounds, be channelled 
toward Low-economy and popular housing because the 75 million pounds 
allocated by this government this year for this purpose are not enough to 
meet the needs. He also urged that the minister free the above-average 
and luxury housing and allow it to be subject to the supply and demand 
law, provided that the legislator does not interfere in this sphere to 
protect the toiling classes [sic]. 


National Party Exposes Its Ministers 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id, a National Party deputy, focused in his address on 

the fact that the national plan has been excessively optimistic, full of 
illusions and far from the reality. He added: Never in Egypt's history 
has the national economy's growth rate reached 12.5 percent [annually], 

as the minister has claimed. 


Mustafa al-Sa'id also noted that the plan is totally void of the means of 
meeting the housing needs of a certain class of the population, namely 
university graduates. It is as if these people have no right to marry and 
to get housing! 


fhe deputy wondered: Where is the housing bank about which declarations 
had been made and why has even the mere talk about this bank stopped? 


the deputy affirmed that the plan will not solve the problem, not even in 
the year 2000, contrary to what the minister says. The solution is 
connected with several aspects, led by the economic aspects, the interest 
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rate and the import and export policies--all of which fall within the 
government's responsibility ultimately. 


ihe National Party deputy expressed his strong astonishment at the minister's 
offhanded assessments which state that the execution capabilities will 

amount to 90 percent of the plan, even though the previous years confirm 

the contrary. The execution rates amounted to 25 percent in 1976 and to 

54 percent in 1977 and then dropped to 30 percent in 1978, 


Nawal Wonders 


‘lamdt Ahmad, a Labor Party deputy, said that the problem is national, 
ethical and behavioral first and foremost. He proposed that any school 
principal or authority or agency chairman be denied his allowances and -his 
promotion if water consumption exceeds the limit so that we may restore 
the behavioral discipline which we are advocating. 


Nawal ‘Amir asked: In whose interest does the Ministry of Housing suddenly 
transform the housing units built on al-Qasr al-'Ayni Road for newlyweds 
into units for [immediate] ownership sold at 20,000 pounds a unit? 


Once again the minister of housing makes one of his angry statements to 
which we have become accustomed, saying: The plan is 100 percent realistic. 
The minister also claimed that this plan has taken social solidarity into 
consideration and that there will be a comprehensive re-planning of cities 
and of population centers. 


We need not publish the minister's comments, considering the high cost 
print. 


And as usual, the Assembly quickly agreed, on a signal from the podiun, 
to refer the issue in its entirety to the Housing and Utilities Committee 
so that it may prepare a study to be presented to the Assembly in its 
current session! 
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DEPUTY LLFAT KAMIL SPELLS OUT LIBERAL PARTY'S VIEWS ON HOUSING CRISIS 
Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 7 
[Article: "Ilfat Kamil Explains Party's Position on Housing Crisis") 


[Text] Ilfat Kamil, a Liberal Party deputy, has explained the [Liberal] 


Party position on the housing crisis in her reply to Dr Mustafa al-Hifnawi, 
the minister of housing. 


the deputy has asserted that the housing problem is the most important, 
dangerous and vital problem concerning the citizens and that it has 
resulted in numerous health, social, transportation and economic problems. 


[lfat Kamil, the deputy who had submitted the request for discussing the 
housing crisis in the Assembly, has said: The national housing policy 

has been founded on the basis of the current prices and has not taken into 
consideration the future years during which the plan will be implemented. 


She has asked: Can we guarantee that these prices will remain stable until 
1985? I believe that this is not at all possible, especially since the 
prices have risen by 800 percent from 1973 until now. The October war 

and the big investments that have followed it may have had a big impact 

on this rise. If we study the prices and the wages from 1978 and until 

the present, we find that they have doubled. 


Stability of Prices 


[lfat Kamil has also said: To implement this plan, it is essential to 
stabilize the prices, even if the matter requires subsidizing the construc- 
tion materials, the same way bread is subsidized, and not to have the 
government raise the prices--as has happened to the prices of cement, 

iron, lumber, zinc and oils. The same is required insofar as transporta- 
tion fares and the prices of red bricks are concerned, keeping in mind 

that these prices have doubled in the 6 months since last September. 


Kamil added: Since the start of the construction of the High Dam, we have 
been talking about red bricks, we have expected their prices to rise and 
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we Lave suggested that clay bricks be used as a substitute, especially 


sinee clay is available on both banks of the Nile. Despite the numerous 
promises by former ministers of housing, the clay brick industry is still 
crawling and its production has not appeared in the local market despite 


the fact that 15 years have passed |since the promises were made]. 


lifat Kamil further added: What has been said about bricks can be said 


about cement and iron. We demand that new plants be built anc that the 
number of furnaces be increased as much as possible so that the government 
may not be compelled to double the prices, as happened less than 2 years 

ago. It is also necessary to unify the prices of each construction material, 
especially of iron and cement, now that it has become evident that the 


subsidized materials do not reach those who deserve them. 


‘fiat Kamil also said: The worst that I fear as a result of my long 
experience in the Assembly is that promises and recommendations will be 
made by the government and will never, as usual, materialize, either for 
the inadequacy of allocations or due to the lack of ability on the part 
of the execution agencies, be they firms or contractors. 


ii!fat added: This has been studied in the national policy and they have 
proposed “uniformity” |al-namatiyah|, whether in carpentry work, in walls 

or in the reinforced cement structure. But have enough plants been prepared 
to produce these uniform models? 


Housing Legislation 


‘be Liberal deputy then proceeded to discuss the housing legislation, 
vine: Numerous legislations, the latest of which is law No 49 of 1977, 
vave been issued. All have noticed that the law has taken into considera- 
‘ion investment projects so as to encourage capital [to invest]. But 

what has happened had not been expected. The proof is the exorbitant 

rise in the rents of housing units, considering that the rent of a popular 
unit consisting of two rooms, a salon and utilities and having an area 

of about 45 square meters has reached 30 pounds monthly. This rent is 
above the income level of 80 percent of the citizens. The reason is well- 
known. It is not the greed of the owners but the fearful rise in the 
prices of construction materials, of labor wages and of land prices. The 
issue of land prices is dealt with by law No 49 which has established t > 
\974 price as the basis. But this basis has proven its failure and the 
prices almost doubled since the October war and are still rising. 


we demand that the base price be the 1973 land prices, with an annual 
increase of seven percent. If this happens, the rent of a unit will drop 
by a half, provided that efforts are exerted at the same time to reduce 
the prices of construction materials within reasonable limits, even if 
this leads to subsidizing these materials. 
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Jealt with the issue of the old houses, saying: lhese 
re cofeidered a pational resource and must be preserved through 
mM Maintenance, It is noticed at present that many owners work 
emolieh their eld houses because of their low rent and because of the 


rice of the debris, sueh as wood, and of the land, The hypothetical 
s of Most of these houses has ended but the houses can still be 
repair im preserved, 


iiready iseved in this Assembly law No 10 of 1966 which permitted 
Lime the Cooperative Housing Organization to advance (maintenance) 
‘ie ot 4 reasonable interest rate of three percent. Article 62 of 
iw No 49 also deais with this issue, but has not been implemented yet, 
though thie law Ne 69 permits owners to raise the rent by 4 maximum 
vercent of the maintenance costs, 


‘at temtl has aleo demanded that all the demolition decisions issued 


sezcinet old houses in the popular quarters be reconsidered, especially 
since many ef the decisions are obtained in illegal ways. 
‘he ceputy alse pointed out that the same thing happened in 1966 and that 


ittees were formed and re-examined the old houses, that this made it 

pose ible te save more than 70 percent of the houses for which demolition 
‘ecisions had been issued and that the houses were repaired and are still 
in existence. Iifat Kamil has also underlined her objection to the form 
ind spirit of the ownership policy which the government has innovated, 
avying that it constitutes an extremely grave precedent, especially for 
the private sector. She said: I have repeated!y drawn attention to this 

suc and have said that the private sector's investments in housing will 
turn to apartment ownership [presumably meaning giving the ownership of 
1m apartment on an installment plan]. Regrettably, the party that has 
innovated this policy is the public sector, and the Nasr City Company 
in particular. Even though the law does not permit the allocation of more 
than 10 percent of the investments for ownership [on installments), we 
nave noticed that this law is not observed at all, and the proof of this 
is clear and tangible. She has also demanded that the policy of ownership 
‘on installments| be applied to the government and public sector units 
iy, mot the private sector, provided that the ownership installment for 
a low-income apartment consisting of two rooms and a salon and with an 


'. 


area of 45 to 50 square meters not exceed one third the monthly wages of 
the employee or the worker and be free of any simple or compound interest 
protite. As for the call that the area of such apartments be 30 square 


eters, this is a mistake from both the technical and the practical 
1S] Such unats may be used as emergency housing units for those 
whose houses collapse or those evicted from their houses administratively. 
mits, consisting of a single room with an area of 16 square meters 
vided by a wooden partition, have been built in ‘Ayn Shams and 
fered for ownership for a monthly installment of 8 pounds for a period 


Years. 


35 








; rie : si pie 14AuF is alee hous ing pian s ate 


anh Maw le tor our practical conditions or tur oul 
Li rove this, she has pointed out that 11 such 
ced iy a emall number of unite at high costa which 


Near) HO million pounda. 


it is time toe overcome all the obstacles that the citizens 
cah ae the delave caused by the Committee to Direct Demolition 
tion Worke which was formed in a certain period and which now 
urpose other than te complicate matters. We must welcome any 
in housing, So matter what such investments amount to. We 
itate the issuance of permite which have come to constitute 
the face of those who requeat then, 
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MINISTER, DEPUTIES ARGUE OVER PENSION DEDUCTLONS 
Cairo AL@AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 7 
‘Article: “Dr Amal and People's Assembly Members Exchange Accusations"! 


lext) The People's Assembly members and Dr Amal ‘Uthman, the minister 
of social affairs and insurance, have exchanged accusations in the session 
to discuss the amendments on the social insurance law. 


deputy Salah Abu-al=-Majd has claimed that the statements made by the 
minister to the effect that agreement has been reached between the govern- 
ment, the Assembly and the National Party on the issue of making pension 
deductions on the incentive pay given to workers are untrue. 


‘he deputy added: No agreement such as the one about which the minister 
talked has been reached. He said: It seems that the ministry has awakened 
suddenly to surprise us with this amendment on the law which has been in 


foree for 5 years. 


tr Amal ‘Uthman said in reply: The new provision introduced by the bill 
for making pension deductions on the incentive pay given to the workers 
during the actual period of work and within certain limits of this pay 
materialized after it had become evident from application that certain 
groups have earned incentive pay amounting to 100 and 200 percent of their 
basic wages in one way or another and by circumventing the law. Their 
wages have risen in an enormous manner that has caused an imbalance. 
Therefore, we find that the Social Insurance Fund is threatened with danger. 


eif'at al-Batal joined his former colleague [deputy Abu-al-Majd] to say: 
‘he minister's present statements are in conflict with what was agreed 
upon during the Manpower Committee's discussions on the bill. 


‘he minister replied with emotion: The committee approved them unani- 
mously and so has the Federation of Workers. 


the members then held their peace and the other provisions of the bill 
passed peacefully. 


BG4Y9G 
CSO: 4802 
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OBSTACLES FACING DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE EXAMINED 
Cairo Al AHRAR in Arab Le 5 May 80 p 2 


i Article by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: “High Dam Has Failed to Develop System 
of Agriculture; Most Important Obstacles Facing Agricultural Production 
in txypt and How to Overcome Them") 


leat! The constant population growth, which has been impossible to stop 
or to reduce so far and which devours all the efforts exerted to raise the 
‘ood sulfietency in Egypt, requires fundamental solutions that are up 

to par with this serious problem. Matters must be tackled firmly, 
courapeously and seriously and we must start today and not tomorrow. 


Agricultural preduetion must be enhanced qualitatively and quantitatively 
and cultivable lands must increase year after year so that the individual's 
share of the cultivable may remain at least as it is at present, Agricul- 
tural coneentration and crop load [al-tahmil al-zira'i] must be intensified, 
agriculture in Egypt must develop by adopting modern technology and the 

use of Lrrigation must be truly streamlined because water is the real 
wealth of this country. 


most important obstacles facing production can be summed up in the 
following: 


i. The constant loss of agricultural lands which is reflected in the 
encroachment of construction, housing and plants upon the cultivable lands. 
what makes this problem more acute is the fact that the encroachment takes 
place against the most fertile lands adjacent to cities and villages. 
fgypt is losing annually no less than 60,000 feddans of land. Dr Mustafa 
al-Jabali estimates the loss over the past 20 years at more than one 
million feddans, an area which exceeds by far the area reclaimed and 
cultivated with the High Dam water, especially since the lost land is 
highly productive and the new lands are of low productivity. This 
encroachment must be stopped with a serious national campaign that starts 
now by stopping the construction of buildings that are in violation. 


2. The seooping away of soil and the loss of the fertile layes of the 
soll to the brick industry: This is a serious matter, especially since 
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iit hos stepped reaching the valley simee the construction of the High 
va, the price ef top soil seeoped away to a depth of one meter from a 
ijpie tedden of land has reached 10,000 pounds, This seooping away of 
the top soll causes the land to lose ite fertility for 10 yeare at least, 


he inadequate land reclamation and cultivation, considering that we 
must reclaim and cultivate at least 250,000 feddans annually because the 
annua! population growth amounts to 1,25 million people, We will be thus 
able .> maintain the individual's low present share of the agricultural 
landa, 


4, Streamlining the use of irrigation water: The current ration of 
water consumed per feddan is 8,500-9,000 cubic mets « annually. This is 
s \igh Cigure at a time when lands at the far ends of canals, ditches and 
water inetallations suffer from the lack of water. This ration is supposed 
to be reduced to 6,000 cubic meters annually and 50 percent |sic) of the 
water is supposed to be saved for other crops. This can be done only 
through stream]’ ing the use of water, controlling the flow of irrigation 
water and apply.ag the system of uniform crops in lands across the same 
irrigation canal. This is the project which Ibrahim Shukri thought of 
but which has not been implemented. We must take into consideration that 
if the water ration drops to 6,000 cubic meters of the High Dam water, 

25 percent of this volume will be lost to evaperation while the water 
flows on its way to the field crops. 


lo make it possible to reclaim lands that will increase the cultivable 
area to 11 million feddans by the year 2000 when the population will 

rise to 67 millions, a total volume of 79 billion cubic meters of water 
will be required, according to Dr Mustafa al-Jabali and Dr ‘Abd-al-'Azgim 
Abu-al-'Ata. The volume of water available currently is 55 billion cubic 
metere whien will rise by 2 more billion meters after completion of the 
longli Canal [in Sudan], thus bringing up the total to 57 billion cubic 
meters, i.e. with a shortage of 22 billion cubic meters in the 79 billion 
cuble meters needed to irrigate 11 million feddans by the year 2000. 


lr ‘Abd=-al='Agim Abu-al-'Ata adds that 9 more billion cubic meters of 
water can be saved through streamlining and reducing the water ration 
from 8,500 cubic meters per feddan to only (500) cubic meters and by 
using the drainage water. The only obstacle facing the use of drainage 
water is the high rate of salinity in some drainage canals and the water 
of these canals poses a danger if used for irrigation. 


5. Developing agriculture before developing irrigation: Dr Mustafa 
al-Jaball says that streamlining irrigation depends to a large degree on 
the development of agriculture. He adds that agriculture must be developed 
before developing irrigation. If agriculture is developed and if it 
becomes possible to expand the collective cultivation of other crops, 

as is currently happening in the case of cotton, and to tie the collective 
cultivation [which, presumably, means cultivating one kind of crop in one 
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inetead of ving it cultivated in emall areas seattered here 


j Lin ivfipation canal wd ditches, it will become possible to 
reoiiee the oecessary development of agriculture and to save quantities 
water tor the required expansion, 


' ontrated cultivation: Ageieultural experts and scientists are 
werva th Lime that the only hepe for inereased agricultural production lies 
in concentrated cultivation as long as the fragmented agricultural owner- 
sips stand an obeatacte in the face of streamlining the use of irrigation 
witer, Goneentrated cultivation means cultivating the same land succes- 
, with mere than one crop in the same year, Coneentrated cultivation 
taypt bas now reached 180 percent whereas it was 150 percent before 
setruction of the High Dew, With medest efforts, concentrated cultiva- 
(ion can be increased to 300 percent, meaning that the crop acreage in 
' can be rateed to 18 willion feddane. China, for example, has 
‘iso $00 percent io concentrated cultivation, Te has even achieved 
orcent in the concentrated cultivation of vegetables, meaning that 
iv same land is cultivated with five successive vegetable crops in the 
ome vear. Seme Ctropteal) countries have been able to cultivate three 
ore wheat and rice crops annually by relying on quickly ripening 
cropa, whieh is the new inelination [in agriculture] at present, 





juickiveRipening Crops 


srld is inclined at present to cultivate quickly-ripening crops to 
toneify the ose of land and to inerease concentrated cultivation. 
ore are types of good-quality cotton that mature in only 4 months, 
of the 8 wonthe presently needed in Egypt. There are also types 
oat that eipen 28 daye faster than the ordinary type of wheat, types 
/ biohle=preductive corn that mature in 65 days and types of rice which 
sxioce two ereps in the same period during which one crop is produced 
t, and so forth. 


ulating Production by Day 


-ordine to what Dr al-Jabali stresses, matters have reached the point 
where some countries pow calculate production by the day, saying that 
heat production per day is so much. The type of wheat that stays in the 

|! for 5 months and yields seven irdabbe [per feddan] is better than the 
tvpe that staye in the soil for 6 months and yields eight irdabbs, and so 
forth. Thus, the land is not left fallow for a single day, and it is 
considered gross negligence to do so, 


(rop Structure 


«© current crop structure is considered one of the biggest obstacles 
-ing agricultural production. The division of land to produce food for 
1) and food for livestock, especially animals that produce no meat and 
silk and that are used mostly for labor that can be performed by 
sachinery, needs to be changed in a fundamental manner. We cultivate 
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vi llion teddane of land with elover annually to produce fodder for 
Hiioats with «a poor rate of tedder transformation into meat and milk, 


‘or Cenos of years, we have not made any serious efforts to select local 
strains of cattle and bulfale that can raise the productivity and trans- 
‘ormetion efficteney of the Egyptian Livestock, thus causing most of the 


sree cultivated with fodder to go to waste, 


‘he cooventional current crop structure, adds Dr al-Jabali, is of rela- 


tives. low benefit and is net conducive to raising the yield from the 
vatural and human resources used in the production process, The structure 
follows an old pattern whose fundamental goal was to realize food suffi- 
ciency for the emall farmers and workers engaged in agriculture, This 


pattern has continued without any noticeable change, except for expansion 
in the cultivation of vegetables, fruite and sugarcane. 


his crop structure was justified in the past when there was a balance 
between the land resources and the population which made it possible to 
supply the essential food needs and when the Egyptian man's needs of the 
other commodities were limited, But now the balance between the cultivable 
land and the population has been upset and the continuation of this old 
pattern of crop structure is no longer justifiable because it is unable 
practically to meet the population's essential needs. We import more than 
65 percent of the wheat we consume and 80 percent of our [vegetable] 

oils consumption. It is no longer possible to cling to regional food 
sutticteney and this philosophy has to be replaced in the near future by 
the philosophy of intensifying the use of the available resources in 
agriculture, 


No Development in Agricultural Systems Since High Dam 


iv al-Jabali also stresses that the Egyptian agricultural system has not 
developed at all sinee construction of the High Dam, except in one aspect-- 
namely that most of the corn is cultivated now in the summer instead of 
(using the Nile water) to cultivate it. This is despite the fact that the 
current potentials of the High Dam, the change in the balance between the 
land and the population and the change in the prices of export crops 

make it necessary to exploit the available resources, whether natural or 
human, in agriculture to the furthest limit possible. 


‘he need of the agricultural production for a fundamental and immediate 

change is a national duty and all the sincere efforts must be consolidated 

for the service of Egypt and of the Egyptian people, especially when we 

see that the president of the republic himself is devoting his top and 

major attention to agricultural production so as to put a stop to this 

feartul cise of prices and so that we may start an era of prosperity with 
era of peace, 


B494 
CSO: 4802 
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SOLUTIONS FOR SUPPLY SHORTAGES, INFLATLON CONTROL PROPOSED 
Cairo AL“AHRAR in Arabic 5 May 80 p 3 


|Articte by Wahid Ghazi: “Laws Are not Enough to Control Prices; Two 
Million Pounds Daily in Government Subsidy for Black Market Merchants; 
Should We Stamp ‘Eagle's Seal’ on Public Sector Fishes?") 


jlext! Jt is wrong to think that we can solve our problems by promulgating 
new laws. 


if it were so, solutions to problems would be easy and the entire world 
would have rest from all the crises it is facing because there is nothing 
easter than to have the parliament meet and issue a new legislation whenever 
a problem emerges. 


We have issued tens of laws and decisions to solve the housing crisis but 
the crisis has tnatensified. The key money law has doubled the sums 
demanded by owners and the law to have rent determined by committees has 
made many capitalists refrain from investing their money in the field of 
construction. 


we have stiffened the penalty for drug trafficking and have made it a 
death penalty and so the prices of drugs have risen, and with them the 
profits of the dealers, because drug trafficking has become a risk whose 
price must be equal to the serious nature of the death penalty. 


| do not mean by these examples to disdain the importance of the laws 
that fight inflation and delinquency but I want to assert that "problems 
are not solved by Laws alone." The compulsory price decisions and the 
laws that stiffen the penalties imposed on exploitative merchants are 
not enough to meet the consumers’ needs for the essential commodities at 
reasonable prices. 


‘he problem of the insane inflation in recent months is undoubtedly due 

‘6 part to the greed of the merchants. But the merchants would not be 
ible to engage in their greed “if the supply was not less than the demand." 
ihe commodities available are smaller in volume than those over which the 
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oople tight to purehase. The selution, very simply, lies in one of two 


thinnest 


ioductoe the demand to the level of the supply: This is impossible 
ocause Lt requires denying a number of people the purchase of food 
supplies, clothes and other items that meot their needs. 


‘ncreasing the volume of the needed commodities and making them available 

in the markets, thus causing their price to drop automatically and normally. 
‘his is the sound economic solution. However, the difficulty lies in how 
to tecrease the volume of what is wanted, 


Sapho Came in Cooperatives 


it is naive to demand that the state produce or import a larger volume 

of commodities with which to meet the demand of the masses without pointing 
out where the state can secure the funds necessary for this production 

or tor this importation. 


‘o anewer this question, we will cite the example of the Sapho box which 
is not available at present in the markets or in the cooperatives. 


it costes the state more than 8 piasters to produce a box of Sapho. How- 
ever, the state insists on subsidizing Sapho and offers the box for 6.5 
plasters, i.e. at less than the cost price. The result is that the state 
cannot increase Sapho production because increasing this production means 
increasing the subsidy which the state shoulders. Consequently, there is 

a shortage in the quantities of Sapho supplied to the markets and the 
product is sold at double its price (13 piasters) in the black market. 
iheretore, imported detergents, such as Tide, are in demand. The price 

of a small box of Tide has reached 48 piasters and the consumer is compelled 
to buy it. 


which ts better for the consumer: 


fo read on the Sapho box that its price is 65 mils and not be able to get 
it or get it from the black market at double its price, if he is lucky? 


© to find this box available to him at its real production cost, 10 
plasters for example? There is no doubt that this option is better for 
the consumer. 


if we proceed to present the same question to the producer, namely the 
state, and ask which is better for it: 


'o offer the box of Sapho for 65 mils, shoulder the price differential 


in the form of subsidy, be unable to increase production so as not to 
incur more subsidies and, consequently, face the harsh criticism of the 
consumer” 
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raise the price of the box of Sapho to 10 plasters, thus freeing itself 
the subsidy that it shoulders and becoming able to meet the market 
heed here is no doubt that this is better for the state also. 


irant to isha \ Market Merchants 


‘t is sald about Sapho can also be said about tens of other commodities 

ich the state subsidiges with 1,269,000,000 pounds annually. This means 
/ dally subsidy of nearly 4 million pounds which the state pays and at 
least one half of which (2 million pounds) ends up in the pockets of 
viddiemen whe sell theese commodities at more than double their price in 
the black market. 


‘ons of food commodities sold at subsidized prices in the consumer coopera- 
tives end up being sold at grocery shops at double their prices. The local 
meite which the state says are available at the cooperatives and which 

ihe consumers cannot find there also end up in butchers’ shops and (kabab) 
shops. Moreover, Lake Nasir fishes and imported fishes are also sneaked 

to the fish markets to be sold at triple their prices. What is more, 

some of these goods are sold openly in the wholesale markets in Bayn 
\l-Surayva Quarter. These goods cannot be seized because the “eagle's 

seal” cannot be stamped on a subsidized fish, piece of cheese or meat so 
as to make it possible to seize such goods if sold in the black market. 


it is said that a part of these subsidized commodities reach those who 
deserve them, then the solution lies in having the state distribute 
directly one half the subsidy value in the form of allowances for small 
civil servants, who are the one and only group crushed by inflation and 
want to reeeive the subsidy. With the other half of the value of the 
subsidy, the state can strengthen the successful public sector plants-- 
ind | underline the world successful--so that these plants may raise their 
production to meet the market needs. 


‘his is the logical selution. But it is hard to attain because there are 
those who benefit from the subsidy even though they do not deserve it and 
because those with the power to terminate the subsidy get the subsidized 
soods delivered to their homes in the quantities they want anc more, at 
the subsidized price and without their having to suffer or wait in lines 
for these goods! 


with Failures Against the Successful 


fut if, after abolishing the subsidy, we give the public sector plants 
the freedom to raise the price of their products to the level that covers 
their production cost, then there is a big possibility that these plants 
will exaggerate their costs and, consequently, their sale prices. The 
solution lies in streamlining and controlling the spending so that the 
vices say not rise abnormally and in controlling production so that its 
uality may not drop. 





« have belore us the examples of the textile mille that raise the prices 
thelr products daily and of the (Sabi) Metal Products Plants which 


woduce pipe, sanitary fittings and other products and offer them for sale 
at the same prices of similar imported products that are clearly of a 
iipher quality. This has led to the unsalableness of these products to 


the degree that has urged the biggest distributor of these products, 
nawely the Ploughe and Engineering Company, to load Sabi products on other 
yoods. Whoever buys from the company porcelain produced by the Chinaware 
ind Ceramics Plants must purchase with it pipe or faucets produced by 
Sabi! At the same time, we find that there is struggle for the product 

of the Ideal Company Plants and yet the minister comes and offers 51 
perfent of the shares of the successful Ideal Company for sale to a French 
Company while protecting the unsalable production of Sabi and of other 
companies on the pretext that Ideal needs several millions of pounds to 
increase its production, 


why don't we close the failing companies or offer them for sale and 
strengthen with their yield the successful companies? The era in which 
we boasted that we produced everything from needles to missiles, regard- 
less of the poor quality of the product and of the astronomical costs we 
spend on it, has gone, 


Another extremely important point is the one concerning the middlemen in 
the fruits, vegetables, and fish trade and other trades which transfer 

the commodity from the producer to the merchant, reap astronomical profits 
trom their middlemanship and control the rise and drop in prices according 
to their whims. Why doesn't the public sector replace these middlemen’? 
isn't this more useful than having the public sector grill fish and sell 
beins and tu'mivah sandwiches? 


There are also the offhanded decisions issued by the governors which 
contribute to the shortage of commodities and the rise of prices, the 
intest of which is the decision banning the transportation of meats from 
the governorates with large numbers of breeders and livestock farms. 
‘his decision has resulted in raising meat prices in the capital and has 
motivated some butchers to smuggle livestock and meants and sell them 
after adding the cost of the smuggling risk to the price! 


fhe most surprising of these decisions is the decision issued by the 

» vernor of Aswan banning the supply of Lake Nasir fishes to any source 
other than the Fish Marketing Company. In view of the fact that the 
resources of the Fish Marketing Company make it impossible for it to 
transport more than 10 percent of the Lake Nasir fishes [presumably 
meaning catch], the fish resources have remained in the lake, some types 
of fish have gone wild and it has become impossible to catch them [sic]. 
Yet, the governor is still determined to prevent the private sector from 
purchasing and transporting Lake Nasir fishes to the other governorates 
to sell them there at the fixed prices--an activity which would lead to 
reducing the prices of meats and poultry. While the governor has banned 
the transportation of fresh fishes, he has permitted the transportation of 
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“ jooe decisions must be abolished immediately and the 


phil Le) taeeue uh decisions must be withdrawn from the ,overnors 
bocce the solutlons to the preblems of supply and prices must be coordi- 
hited of the Level of the republie and not the level of each governorate 





ibrar From Clowning 


claim that these selutions will guarantee a full supply of goods 


will realize an enormous drop in prices. They are only examples of 
tty ' it OMS. 


we need a real, and not a clowning, conference that includes a number of 
people with real capabilities, regardless of their partisan affiliation 
sec duse we are not discussing a partisan problem but a national problem, 

‘ormulate solutions to secure supplies and to establish criteria for 
price control--and | am net saying to stop the rise of prices because this 
rise is an international phenomenon and is something dictated by the 
yiture of development==<so that the rise in prices may become normal, not 
) 'abricated rise that allows some people to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the hardships of others. 


Oniy then can the law perform a vital and important role in controlling 
orices ond in striking exploiters. The role of the law in this case will 
not be to seeure goods and will not be to fix the prices of inadequate 

or fonexistent goods--meaning that the role of the law will not be that 
of setting imaginary prices that cannot be applied in practice, thus 
‘breateniong the prestige of the state whose compulsory price becomes mere 
nuk of paper that is impossible to apply. Rather, the role of the law 
will become in this respect that of informing the consumer of the real 
orice So that he may not be cheated or exploited and so that merchants 

may not have the opportunity to form the so-called cartel, i.e. commercial 
nonopollzattion, whereby the merchants agree among themselves on raising 
the price of a certain commodity so that the consumer may not be able to 
set it of lesser than the price they set even though the commodity is in 
ibundant supply. 
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PARL LAMENTARY COMMITTEE, MINISTER DISCUSS HOUSING CRISIS 
Cairo AL«AHRAR in Arabic 5 May 80 p 5 


|Article: "Minister of Housing: "Intercession by People's Assembly 
Members for Acquiring Cement Permits Is Behind Housing Crisis!" 


(Text|] Dr Mustafa al-Hifnawi, the minister of housing, has acknowledged 
that the current housing laws are one of the main reasons for the intensi- 
fying housing crisis. 


During the meeting of the People's Assembly Housing Committee to discuss 
the national housing policy, the minister has said that he rejects to 
deal with the private sector, despite his eagerness to encourage this 
sector, because of the high rents it charges. The minister has also 
asserted that only eight percent of the capable citizens deal with this 
sector. 


The minister has added that the state has entered as a party in the problem 
unwillingly because of the prevalent situation and to deal with the 
crushing housing crisis. 


Minister Insists on Wrong 


The minister has also insisted on the faulty ownership policy that he has 
been following, saying that the private sector never leases and only 
sells to guarantee profits for fear that the laws will again reduce rents, 
as has already happened in three previous times. 


(he minister has said that the old rents are very unfair and that he will 
exert efforts to lift this injustice by amending the old legislations. 


‘he minister has again acknowledged his failure to control the coopera- 
tives and the elevation of existing buildings, saying that no controls can 
be drawn up for them, that there will inevitably be exploitation in this 
regard and that for the control to be complete, a complete army is needed. 
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ster backed down Of HAS PFeVIOUS STATEMENCS CONCELidiig, Cire Gree geome y 


iy Chat the emergeney housing units are temporary and not 
permanent and that they will eontlnue to be used to deal with the cases 
oft collapse of houses and of administrative eviction to eiiminate the 
Phenomenon of housing in moscues, tents and schools. 
People’ \ssembiv Members Are the Cause 
r Mustal oleHitnawi has alse acknowledged that the cause behind the 

cement crisis is the acquisition of permits for rations [hisas] exceeding 
existing rations altogether. The minister has put the blame on the 

le’ sembly members because of their incessant intercession to get 
cement permits for themselves and for others. 

uber of deputies have brought up a number of important issues concerning 

nousingw ertsis. During the session, Ilfat Kamil, a Liberal deputy, 


j 


‘yat housing units be built in al-Duwayqah area instead of the 
emerseney housing units so as to accomodate the Largest number possible 
of tamilies whose houses have collapsed. She also demanded that the 
existing buildings be elevated for the purpose of vertical expansion. 

oe deputy criticized the government policy which provides for giving 

‘orship of the emergency housing units to citizens for a monthly install- 

ment of 8.5 pounds at a time when the income of a citizen with a limited 
income does not exceed 12 pounds monthly. She demanded that this policy 
be changed immediately. 


‘ho Geputy has also demanded that the houses occupied by administrative 
units be evacuated, that the law concerning this issue be implemented and 


that the houses be used for the purpose of housing the masses, thus 
ontributing toward a solution to the crisis. 


she added: It has never so happened that a citizen got a building license 
in 60 days, as the minister has claimed. What is happening is that the 
citizen does not get the license unless he pays the "bribes" [al-lahalih]. 
The deputy has also asserted that the procedures are complex and obstruct 
the private sector's participation in all ways. 


/ifat Kamil has demanded a speedy implementation of the idle laws, such 

as the law on electric elevators and the law on the repair and maintenance 
of buildings issued in 1966, and participation by the owner and the 
occupant in the repair operation. 


has also demanded that the prices of construction materials be unified, 
that the door for their importation be opened and that they be exempted 
from customs taxes. 


‘neineer Muhibb Istaynu the committee chairman, has pointed out the need 
to expedite the repair of old houses and to add 20 percent to the rent for 


certain period of time to cover the costs of repair. 


ve committee is now preparing its reports to submit it to the Assembly 
a tuture session. 


‘BO? 
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. CURRENCY SAID DRIVING UP RURAL INFLATION 


Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 2 


ticle by Engineer Mahmud Fawzi: "Kilogram of Meat for 3 Pounds in 


Villaee and 4 Pounds in al-'Atabah; Price of Female Buffalo Has Reached 
1,000 Pounds” ] 


| Text ihe temperature has risen and so have the meat prices in villages 
mcd cities. The price of one female buffalo has reached 1,000 pounds and 
that of a one-vear old calf has reached 300 pounds. The or ice of eggs 

has risen in villages to 6 piasters per egg. The price of a kilogram of 
local chicken has reached 180 piasters. This inflation is abnormal. 

Have fodder prices risen so sharply? Has the price of a qirat of clover 
risen so exorbitantly? Have livestock numbers in the countryside dropped’ 
what are the factors causing the meat prices to rise? 


in Ashmun, al-Minufiyah Governorate, the female buffalo of Ahmad Zahran, 
trom the village of ‘Izbat al-Zaharinah, was sold for 1,020 pounds even 
though the buffalo had just given birth. Amin Shararah, a livestock 
breeder in Ashmon, says that the prices of livestock have risen 25 percent 
in just one and a half months, adding hat neither fodder prices nor costs 
wave risen in this period. It is true that the wages of a stable hand have 
risen to 150 pilasters daily. But this has not happened during this period. 

reer Mahmud Taha has said that there has been an unexpected demand for 
meats, adding that he sold a young calf for 80 pounds at the beginning of 
last month and that he sold another calf with the same specifications for 
130 pounds a month later. The price of a female buffalo has reached, 
sccording to Taha, 1,001 pounds in the village market this week. 


\t this point, Hamad Dardir al-Sawi al-Qattan interrupts to assert that 
ve sold 2 days ago a female buffalo for a price of which he had never 
ireamt, namely 850 pounds exactly. 


he price of meat in the district villages has reached 3 pounds per kilo- 
gram of boned veal and 240 piasters per kilogram of boned beef |[kanduz). 
what is meant by veal is the meat of suckling calves that are less than 
+0 days old. As for eggs, the price per egg is 6 piasters on market day. 
\fter the market day, the prices rise to 9 piasters per egg. 
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» BOO PPice OF 4&2 KRAL ORF aM OF boned veal reached 


this week and that of boned beef 240 piasters wiereas only 
rice & plasters for a Kilogram of boned veal and 
hat boned beef, in al'Atabah market in Cairo, a 
| i id for 4 pounds at al-Suwaye Butcher's Shop. On 
e pri of an ege ie 6 p seters whereas it reaches 8 piasters 


the farmers, according to Sayyid ‘Abdallah, Yahya Wasil and 
1, boy it from an old village oven |[tabunah talwanah|]. The 
edi and poorly made, There is no control over the oven 


layman and Mahmud ‘Abd al=-Maj id, both tarmers in Ashnmun, Bay 
ison for the high prices of meats, eggs and everything, especially 
© land where the price of a feddan of (fallow) ordinary land 
/ more than 10,000 pounds, is the foreign currency that flows 
ountryside with the rural eitizens who work in Arab and foreign 
‘od who brine with them every vear "large baskets" of dollars, 

1, riyale and dinars and proceed to buy with a very high 

wer that causes the prices to rise. They purchase calves 

nd for partnership, thus causing livestock prices to rise. 
'y meat without any restraint and cause land prices to rise to 
| their lovestmente are confined to the village and the country- 


these farmers, if the village depended on its inhabitants 
' wut the flow of these streams of foreign currency, prices 
re than one half. This [driving up of prices] doesn't 
n the summer when these workers come to Egypt from abroad 
leave their monies here with their families with specific 
‘as to what to do with these monies]. 
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NEW CUSTOMS LAW ON SMUGGLING CONSIDERED UNCONSTITUT LONAL 
Catro AL=AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 3 


iArticle by Layla 'Abd-al-Salam: "New Customs Evasion Law Violates 
Constitution and Revives Empire of Suitcase Merchants; Law Professors and 
Chamber of Co merce Object; Ministry of Finance Insists on Applying Law") 


|tText) The new law incriminating customs evasion has caused confusion 

in the business market. A number of merchants of imported goods announced 
that they have stopped their work and have sent cables of protest to the 
officials. They have said that the new law scares them. Law professors 
have asserted that the measures and penalties contained in the new customs 
evasion law are in violation of the constitution and must be abolished 
immediately. The government has decided to grant the merchants a period 

of grace which ends on the 17th of the coming month of June and after which 
the law will go into effect. 


(he merchants have been screaming: We don't want a period of grace. We 
want abolition of this unfair law which takes Egypt back to the era of the 
suitcase merchants and of smuggling goods into the country. 


Suddenly and without any preludes, the new law was issued at the end of 
last March as law No 75, with an amendment to law No 66 of 1963. The 
first article of the new law states: 


"Paragraph 2 of article 121 of the customs law issued by law [sic] No 66 
of 1963 shall be replaced by the following text: 


“Article 121l--paragraph 2: 


“The possession of foreign goods for the purpose of sale with the knowledge 
that they are smuggled goods shall be considered an act of smuggling. 
Knowledge shall be assumed if the individual in whose possession the goods 
ire tound fails to produce the documents proving that customs taxes and 
other stipulated taxes and fees have been paid for the goods. 
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“ presentation of talee or torged documents or bills, the attachment ol 
fulse trademarks, the concealment of goods or of trademarks and the 


perpetratton of any other act intended for evading all or part of the due 
Custo Lane in Violation of the regulations in toree regarding banned 
oad ‘11 also be considered acts of smuggling." 
t bw een Aleo decided to add artiele 2 [of the new law] to customs law 


NO 66 A article 154 repeated, This article states: 


without violating any heavier penalty stipulated by any other law, the 
ing OF toreign goods tor the purpose of thelr sale or of initiating 

(heir sole and the possession of such goods for the purpose of sale with 
the knowledge that they are smuggled shall be punishable by a prison term 

' oo lese than 2 years and no more than 5 years and by a fine of no less 
than |,000 pounds and no more than 50,000 pounds, The other penalties 
md provisions stipulated in article 122 shall also be applied. In case 

etition, the sentence must double the penalty and the fine." 


the vew law! stipulates that the Law be published in the 
i). Gagette ond go tate toree the day following its publication. 


it and Mouse Came 


on as the law was issued, the business market got into turmoil. 
ost of the merchants announced the suspension of their work and sent 
numerous cables to many high-ranking officials. The government then 
decided to postpone enactment of the law for a period of 3 months so that 
pplication may go into foree on the 17th of next June on the grounds 
of siving the merchants the chance to dispose of the foreign goods and 
commodities in their possession. 


‘Jot is surprising is that this Law which has led to the stagnation of the 
commercial market has come, as usual, as a surprise from the government 
wich has become accustomed to playing the cat-and-mouse game with the 
merchants. According to Sa'id al-Barrad, the general director of the Cairo 
Chamber of Commerce, the merchants are totally opposed to law No 75 which 
was issued suddenly and without consultation with the Chamber of Commerce 

in accordance with the law that binds the government to seeking the 
chamber's opinion in advance and before the promulgation of any law per- 
‘aining to commerce. The government may or may not adopt this opinion. 
the law been discussed by the Chamber of Commerce, the government would 
wive heard the opinion of the merchants who form the broad base that is 
to abide by the law. It is easier to intensify control on the customs 
outlets because the new law requires stationing a policeman at the door 
every shop and business place. 


‘ow, the problem is that some people returning from abroad are entitled 
: ustoms exemptions and as a result of these exemptions, many goods 
ir the customs without the payment of fees. These people will, of course, 
subleet to the law! 
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seretore , the only solution Lies in intensifying control on the customs 


pial tert ‘* 


\ivtharrad added: The merehants have Large quantities of goods without 
‘ils because of the old customs law which permits the presence of such 
‘oods. These merchants have acquired their goods from legitimate sources 


and now tind themselves facing law No 75, 


‘his is why the merchants should be given a period of grace of no less 
than one year to dispose of their goods in accordance with the old law, 
‘he merchants are extremely concerned at present because this law exposes 
them to enormous penalties. Moreover, t'e issuance of this law says that 
those in charge of the custome outlets have failed to perform their duty. 


fonftlieting Law 


Mas'ad Abueal-Makarim, a member of the Chamber of Commerce and chairman 
of the textiles and Cloth Materials Section, says: We as merchants do not 
encourage smuggling and do not recognize it. The old law states that the 
customs fees have been paid for any goods that are outside the customs 
zone. The customs authorities have to prove the contrary. There is also 
an important principle pronounced by the State Council in the case of 
al-Shavaribi against Fu'ad Mursi, the former minister of supply who 

cont iseated the goods of al-Shawaribi [market merchants]. What is 
astonishing is that the new law considers all goods outside the customs 
zone smuggled and the owner has to prove the contrary. This cannot be 
applied in practice. 


le added: If the reason for the issuance of the law is the presence of 
fort Said as a free zone, then the Port Said outlets are innocent of any 
smuggling operations as a result of the presence of the streamlining 
decree put into operation at the beginning of last March and setting the 
textiles share of the city's merchants at no more than 28 million pounds 
annually--a share which is not enough for local consumption. Abu-al- 
Makar im added: There is no doubt that this law has caused and will cause 
confusion to all the honest merchants. Most textile merchants have 
requested that they suspend their work as a result of this law which means 
revival of the golden age of the suitcase merchants and of the middlemen 
who will offer their goods for sale at homes. It also means another jump 
in prices, even though a suitcase merchant is subject to no taxes, customs 
lees or control. 


waling With Thieves 
jut what is the opinion of the man in charge of customs? 
llusayn Amin, a first undersecretary and the director general of the 


Customs Agency, says: With this law, we will block the smuggling outlets 
because there are areas through which it is easy to smuggle, such as the 
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oy md the borders, hie is in addition to the presence of duty-free 
come oeople pet and whieh they then sell to commercial places. 


r / must deal with bille and the trade law makes it a must that 
Min » wade according to a bill, With this law, we are asking the 
hont to deal with documents. Moreover, the abundance of smuggled 

oresent ia the market currently without the payment of any customs 


‘ 4s one of the reasons for the lesuance of this law. very state 


the world tries to completely block the customs gaps. 


joaye Amin added: With thie law, we are protecting both the merchant 


iyo the Consumer againat dealing with "thieves" because the merchants 


purchase damaged stolen goods or goods in storage without knowing their 
srce aod the consumer may be harmed by the purchase. This is not police 
tion \ spe talized committee of customs men will inspect the merchants 
yoo and cheek for the presence of bills proving the payment of customs 


orved Documents 


‘( olellamsheri, the Ministry of Supply undersecretary for Control 
fairs, says: 


w has been issued as a result of the abundance of smuggled goods 
‘ye markets, to serve customs purposes and to put a stop to smuggling. 


here is ne conflict between decree No 119 and law No 75. On the contrary, 


7 


sis law helps to stabilize application of decree No 119 which sets the 


it rates for goods in ecireulation and guarantees consumer protection 
the delivery of imported goods at reasonable prices. 


ii¢ ’ weverity 


vo Or Muhammad ‘Astur says: This law does not deal legaliy with the 
siem of imported goods. It is often difficult to obtain customs receipts 
‘use no customs fees are paid for the gifts to which a passenger is 


otitied. This is in addition to the customs exemptions given to diplo- 


‘he goods these people bring are sold to the merchants at times. 


ie low doesn't ban such a sale but incriminates the merchant whereas 
the main sources goes scot-free,. 


vided: Sut is this law an act of revenge for the sentence issued in 
famous case of al-Shawaribi’? As soon as the smuggling crime gets 
ad the customs circle, it is a legal proof that it is not smuggied 
‘tence as published|. This law does not deal with smuggling. If we 


yint to curtail smuggling, we must put a limit to customs exemptions and 


ges 


tablish a customs taritf befitting the Egyptian citizen because the 


current customs fees are exorbitant. As long as the customs fees are 


h, smuggling will not disappear. 
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y Mohomoad "Astur added: This law is not sound constitutionally or 
opomicatiy beeause | do not belleve that atifttening penalties consti-= 

luton 4 solution to any soelal problem, We must not resort to the severity 
wat we disapprove, We should never condone the "state's severity" which 

embodied tn stiff penalties totally incompatible with the violation, 

t would be enough to make the smuggler pay doubled customs fees on 

smuyy ted yoods, meaning that we should be content with financial fines, 

As tor the treedom-restricting penalties, they must be omitted from the 

legis. tion, 

ty ‘Astur wonders: How can punishment be allowed to hang in a minister's 

hind=-meaning, how can punishment be left to an administrative authority’ 

low can this happen? There is no doubt that this law will result in 

opening wide the door of graft and of favoritism. 


\rticle 2 of the law states: "As an exception to the provisions of 
article 134 of this law, a public lawsuit may not be filed against the 
crimes stipulated in the preceding paragraph except at the request of the 
minister of finance or whoever he delegates. 


“The minister of finance, or whoever he delegates may, until the time when 
a sentence is issued, may settle a case in return for payment of the full 
compensation sum [presumably full customs fees]. A settlement shall not 
result in returning the goods seized in the aforementioned crimes [to 
their owner]. However, the means of transportation and the instruments 
and materials used in smuggling may be returned. A settlement shall 
result in termination of the public cases against these crimes." 


Viclation of Constitution 


dr Fathi Surur, a professor of crimina. law at the Cairo School of Law, 
says: The law is unconstitutional because it assumes chat any person in 
possession of foreign goods is a smuggler. It throws the burden of 
proving innocence on the shoulders of the accused whereas the accused is 
innocent until proven guilty. This case may not be likened to the law on 
adulteration which presumes the knowledge of cheating at the time when 
dlulterated goods are sold. In this latter case, there is a criminal act 
inf there is an incriminating element, namely adulterated goods. There- 
‘ore, the legislator may demand that every merchant make sure that the 
soods are whole and unadulterated. But the mere possession of foreign 
vods tor the purpose of sale contains nothing incriminating. It is not 
permissible to throw the burden of proof on the shoulders of the individual 
possessing the goods tor the purpose of sale. 


‘inally, the problem is still present and its impact on the market will 
urtace strongly in the middle of next June when the period of grace given 
to the merchants to dispose of the imported goods ends. 


MG y , 
\ SO: 4802 
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EGYPT 


IOSTECHE, CHARLTY VIEWED AS BUILDERS OF NATIONS 
Catro AL«AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 5 


Article by Shaykh 'Abd-al-Hamid Kishk: "Justice and Its Results, Tyranny 
and its Consequences" | 


text! imam Ibn Taymiyah, may God be pleased with him, says: "God gives 
victory to a just state, even if it is infidel, and withholds it from a 
tyrannical state, even if (it is Muslim." The imam then cites the words 
of God, may He be praised: "Your God will not destroy villages unjustly 
when their people are peacemakers." 


‘he disunity and the injustice under which the Arab nation lives and which 
have made this nation flounder are what makes me speak about justice and 
its results and tyranny and its consequences. 


Our Lord, may He be praised, has ordered justice first, charity second 
ind benevolence toward kinsmen third. 


ustice is the fundamental base for building nations because it means 
setting matters aright, establishing a just balance and giving everyone 
his due right. 


if justice builds and straightens nations, then tyranny destroys and 
mnihilates them. 


ihe verses of the noble book [Koran] act in solidarity in pronouncing this 
truth. God, may His majesty be praised, says: "We have annihilated the 
wenerations that preceded you when they turned unjust." God has also said: 
‘Your God will not destroy villages unjustly when their people are peace- 


makers. He has further said: "And We destroyed those villages when they 
turned unjust.” 


‘hus, nations are built with justice and destroyed with tyranny. 


for charity, it is a bonus beyond justice, meaning that if justice is 
the base, then charity is a favor and an act of generosity. This is why 


56 





vad save in Peppard to justice “and it they [the just] are subjected to 
tyranny, Chey shall tetumph" and says in regard to charity "and if they 

vir itable| pet angry, they forgive." God also says regarding justice: 
‘lhe punishment for a misdeed is a similar misdeed," 


(xl, may Hie majesty be praised, has said: "O you believers be upright 
and just witnesses and (let not people's hatred for you prevent you from 
boing just) because justice is closer to piety. And have the fear of God 
in your hearts because God knows what you do." 


sith ‘ustilee, the heavens and the earth have been created and with justice, 
tranquil and reassured life is secured. Justice is the balance of straight 
life. With justice, the souls are reassured, the hearts are made hap 

and individuals feel secure about their rights and rulers secure abou’ 
their lives. Any society where justice is absent among its members anc 
where the mainstays of justice are destroyed deserves to be humiliated 

and debased., The infallible [prophet Muhammad], may God's peace and 
pravers be upon him, according to Mu'awiyah, may God be pleased w.th him, 
said: "No nation in which justice is not dispensed and in which the 

weak cannot get his right from the strong shall be held sacred." 


A wise man is a man who holds himself above injustice, who is fair to God 
and who obevs God, doing what God orders him to do, refraining from what 
God prohibits, and who remains vigilant to God openly and secretly because 
God and His prophet are more beloved to him than anything else. 


ere is a bright picture of the life of al-Faruq [caliph "Umar ibn al- 
Khattab|, may God be pleased with him. A Persian saw the caliph sleeping 
soundly under a tree without any guard around to protect him. This is 
because the caliph was just. The Persian stood there with wonder and 
asked: "Is this the prince of the faithful?" He then said: "You have 
ruled justly, you feel secure and, therefore, you sleep soundly, 0 ‘Umar." 


Jepicting this scene, the Poet of the Nile [Hafiz Ibrahim] says: 


‘he Persian saw ‘Umar among the flock whose shepherd he was; 

Sleeping on the ground under the shadow of a tree; 

erapped in his threadbare robe that was worn out by time; 

He saw him sleeping soundly and saw in him majesty at its most sublime; 
\nd he thought of the kings of Persia surrounded by walls and troops to 
protect them; 

\nd then he said a word of truth that has become a proverb 

And that has been told generation after generation: 

You teel secure because you have ruled justly, 

ihus sleeping soundly and peacefully; 

| have been one of its archenemies, 

But thanks to your God, I have now become one of its bastions. 

‘Very loose translation] 
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_ mar, way God be pleased with him, said: "If a mule stumbles 
rag, Cod will ask me: Why dida't you pave its path, ‘'Umar." 


‘ft is told that the prophet of God, may God's peace and prayers be upon 
him, said "One day trom a just imam ie better than 60 years of worship 
md 4 cesteletion established justly on earth is better than 40 mornings 


' 
| ! title 


it tw told that the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, 

iso said: "The man most beloved and closest to me on the day of resurrec- 
‘ion is a Just imam and the man most hated by God, may He be praised, and 
iarthest from my couneil is an unjust imam," 


this is the place of justice, then charity tops justice with kindness, 
compassion and generosity. Charity also has another meaning, as pointed 
out by the faithful and sincere Muhammad, may God's peace and prayers be 
upon him, when he said: "Charity is to worship God as if you see Him. 
| you den't see Him, then He sees you." This is a meaning that raises 
the soul above the gloom of darkness and the abysses of the earth to high 
ind proud peaks because it covers two levels: The level of seeing "worship 
God as if you see Him," and the Level of watch: “If you don't see Him, 
then He sees you." The conscience thus performs its duty. 


Con we possibly forget the attitude of the Little girl whose mother used 

to adulterate milk?) Prinee of the Faithful ‘Umar, may God be pleased with 
vim, told the woman to stop her cheating but the woman kept on doing it. 
‘o her daughter told her: “Mother, hasn't the prince of the faithful 
ordered you to stop this adulteration?" The mother answered: "Can the 
orince of the faithful see us?" The daughter answered: "If the prince 

of the faithful cannot see us, God, the maker of the universe, sees us." 

‘+ so happened that ‘Umar was at the time making a tour to check on the 
aftairs of the people and saw the woman adulterating the milk and said to 
her: Old woman, haven't I told you to stop adulterating the milk? She 
said: By God 1 haven't adulterated it, 0 prince of the faithful. Suddenly, 
the volce of conscience--the voice of the daughter--came from within the 
cottage, saying: Mother, do you cheat the milk of the Muslims, break your 
sath and lie to the prince of the faithful? 


hese words found their way to the heart of ‘Umar, may God be pleased with 
him, with a ring purer than that of gold. So did ‘Umar take a negative 
attitude toward the young girl? No, he married her to his son ‘Asim to 
hom she bore a daughter, Layla, who married 'Abd-al-'Aziz ibn Marwan and 
ore him ‘Umar ibn 'Abd-<al-'Aziz, the fifth [Ommiad] caliph--the pious, 
iscetic and compassionate caliph. The day this caliph died, shepherds 

‘op the mountains said: Today ‘Umar died. They were asked: And hos 
do you knew of his death? They said: The wolf has barked at the sheep 
od we have never known it to do so in ‘Umar's lifetime. 


hen the people checked the news, they found out that ‘Umar has actually 








Ouring his Life, ‘Umar was asked about this astonishing phenomenon of the 
wollt tending the sheep as if it were their watchful dog and he said: 

"| have been faithful to what is between me and my God and God has estab- 
lished faith between the wolf and the sheep." 


ius, the daughter of the milkwoman became a princess and a grandmother 
of the taithful. 


it le thus that faith builds the souls and raises their edifices. 


You have been right, O my master and prophet of God, when you said: 
"Charity is to worship God as if you see Him. If you don't see Him, then 
He sees you," 


4494 
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EGYPT 


NAL TONAL PARTY GOVERNMENT, DEPUTIES DISAGREE OVER CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 


Caivo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 806 p 7 


Article: "“Diseussion on Constitutional Amendments Reveals Split Between 
Coverament and Ruling Party Deputies" ] 


i Text ‘he members of the Democratic National Party Government and their 
eputies tn the People's Assembly split against each other during the 
discussion on the constitutional amendments. 


‘he hall would have turned into a fight arena between the deputies and 
their government had it not been for the wise leadership of Dr Sufi 
\or=talib, the Asserbly speaker, who was able to steer the discussions 
to the shore of safety. 


‘he disagreement was touched off by a proposal from deputy Jibril Muhammad 
(National Party) who said that formation of the consultative council should 
not abide by the 50 percent share of the workers and the farmers, as is 

the case in the People's Assembly and all the other organizations. 

‘iby il justified his proposal by saying that the consultative council 

is 9 council that must include a group of experts in various fields and 
that such experts may not (be found) among workers and farmers. He added 
that the council will have no legislative or control powers and can thus 


be exempted from this condition [of 50 percent share for workers and 
bart ers]. 


Implementation Problems 


he deputy broght up another problem which will face implementation when 
he asked: What will happen if a doctor or an engineer wins his district's 
elections and is then dropped just to meet the workers and farmers percen- 
cage’ We will have thus contributed to dropping a specialization for 
which we are in the direst need. 


he deputy's statements were the beginning for a sweeping explosion and 
rebellion on the part of the representatives of the workers and the farmers 
ind the deputies who asked Jibril to sit down or else! The deputy was 
not able to complete his address. 
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vr Sut i Abuelalib tried to pacify the situation, saying: The disagreement 
concerns appointed members. He then asked the government to clarify the 
situation, 


\t this point, conflict emerged among the members of the party's govern- 
ment. Fikri Makram 'Ubayd then took the floor to say that his personal 

opinion, and not that of the party, is that the 50 percent share should 

be preserved for the workers and the farmers, assert’' 2: that this is one 
of the constitutional rules that cannot be ignored. » then again said 

that this was his opinion. 


varty not Prepared 


Counselor Hilmi 'Abd-al-Akhir, the minister of state for the People's 
\ssembly affairs, then took the floor to add further conflict to the 
situation by asserting that the party and its agencies were not prepared 
to answer this point, if brought up. 


"Abd-al-Akhir added: The opinion belongs to the people ultimately and the 
yovernment's opinion on this issue is not required. 


According to what is understood, this council does not question the 
government and the president of the republic has the absolute right to 
select whomever he wants to the membership of this council [sic]. 


Hilmi 'Abd-al-Akhir then backed down on these statements in order to deal 
with the worker and farmer rebellion facing him and to overcome the 
embarrassing position in which he found himself, saying: No one in the 
country has the right to swerve from the constitutional principle and the 
president of the republic has the right to choose. 


Mukhtar Hani, the committee [not further specified] rapporteur, said: 
There must be harmony among the provisions of the constitution. Article 
87 of the constitution stipulates the 50 percent share for the elected 
members. As for the appointed members, we cannot commit the president of 
the republic to abide by this percentage. 


As a result of this partisan and governmental confusion, the opposition, 
represented by Ibrahim Shukri, the Labor Party chairman, demanded an 
explanation on the situation. Shukri said: The government must clarify 
its position. If there is an intention to apply the 50 percent share, 
then this must be stipulated at the end of the article. 


Hatiz Badawi, the Legislative Committee chairman, said: We must be frank 
with ourselves and we must remember while drawing up the legislation for 
the consultative council to follow the course followed by the constitu- 
tion. There is a well-known rule from which we should not swerve. 
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workers Vepuly wetends 


Workers puty Nawal ‘Amir said that the workers and the farmers have 
oltered the homeland nothing but patriotism and sacrifice. If the presi- 
dent of the republic is tree to choose, then he is sure to preserve the 
rights ot every citizen. 





ingineer brahim Shukri, the opposition leader, said that the consulta- 
tive council should not be a mere agency under the control of the presi- 
dent of the republie and that this council should have its role also. 

‘e proposed that a provision be inserted stipulating the right of the 
voople's Assembly speaker to refer to this consultative council the issues 
(hat he deems fit to refer to it. 


eputy Mahmud Abu-Wafiyah noted that the articles concerning the consulta- 
tive council have not made clear the council's fundamental jurisdiction 
imu Said that he believes that the council will meet to discuss the crises 
‘acing the country or the developments cropping up in our national unity. 
He added: Naturally, the council will meet to discuss such matters. 


r Suti Abu-Talib settled the situation by stating: The council will not 

oe an exact image of the previous senate or of the Central Committee. 
lowever, the council will have powers, such as expressing its opinion on 
alters concerning the country's supreme interest and studying and proposing 


} 


ills with the purpose of expressing views and of advice only. 


802 
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EGYP | 


PPORTS OPPOSITION VIEW ON POPULAR JUDICIARY 


it RAR in Arabic i2 May 80 p / 
e by Hilmi Salim: "Liberal Party Projects its Visualizations on 
ebuilding State; Another Correction Movement Needed; Rejection of Consul- 


tative Council; Head of Family Far From Parties; Free Press Owned by 
eople; Separation of Four Authorities” | 


ext ‘nm ite latest meeting, the Liberal Party General Secretariat has 
re ‘ the need for embarking on another correction movement that deals 

the form and method of work of the four authorities--legislative, 
ecutive, judiciary and press--and the need to separate these powers to 
prevent their encroachment upon one another. 


yy 


he General Secretariat has also rejected the consultative council in its 
present form and stressed the need for the presence of a second legisila- 
tive council with the powers of parliamentary councils and even with the 
power to reexamine the laws issued by the People's Assembly. 


he discussions have also dealt with the failure of the current open-door 
economic policy and the inability of the government to meet the needs of 
masses by virtue of its being a government of negotiations |sic}. 


e General Secretariat has also urged President al-Sadat to give up the 

iirmanship of the Democratic National Party so as to underline the 
reedom of the sound democratic action and to guarantee the success of the 
irtisan experiment. 


liberal Party General Secretariat hele its weekly meeting last Tuesday 
er the chairmanshir f Mustafa camil Murad, the party chairman, to 
the most important domestic events and the expected changes with 
t ;eT [ 7 ' at ac it ; e% afi isd May ca) ~~. . ee ; 
_ t ’ we 
era ecretariat s also dealt with the need for separa- 
the powers so that may overwhelm another and no branch 








OG. / for the iA@pisiative authority, it Muat 
| must not be dissolved before this teri, 
» blu le'»s Assembly right to withdraw its confidence 


theoretical right, as proven by the 
, Consideration must be given in the 
weriog the head of estate, in case he heads the cabinet, 
ministers, considering that the ministers 


| ‘ ‘ } vi ¢ 


‘ hey i’ iT 





iro Live 


that the consultative council be an 


ituation makes it a must to delegate 


wh) to the lowest levels and to develop the control agencies 
Keep nace with the age in which we live. The inf lexi- 
ese agencies h led to obstructing production. Despite the 
ese agencies, pratt, laxity and negligence persist. More- 
slow bur: ritic routine obstructs production and is incompatible 
t or policy ‘his has caused foreign investors to regret 
estments in Egypt. 
riat has also asserted that the current government has 


ind time on the self-rule negotiations concerning 


. 


; ) 
»* », © 


weeds of 


irces oT 


ial vie Ss 


is that 


nis 
neeac tft 


‘his has led to the government's inability 
the masses. The government has also failed 
the western countries supporting Egypt. 


aid: the picture that is now clear to 

Feypt has become a society that is backward 
requires a vigorous shakeup in all spheres 
o find a new view for organizing the state 


f services and production, to free this apparatus 
benefit from the countries of the world that have 
ce the peace initiative. 


net ai 
t ’ 


| 
iis ia 
Status 


Pi 


)» estate. 


y ever ? 


so stressed the need for the judiciary to 

and to have its administrative and financial 
retariat has welcomed the transformation of 
But it has stressed, however, that the 

to the people in the form of shares. 


. pti Family 
e democratic experiment under the canopy of the 
eneral Secretariat has reached the conclusion that 
iment is tied to several considerations, the most 
ha ident al-Sadat give up his position as 
Pat and be the father of the Egyptian family 
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|| enrich the democratic experiment and will enable it to 
it ile of achieving the country's supreme interests and of the 
‘lear expression of opinion without sensitivity, thus strengthening 
er opinion and bringing it out to the light. 


the Arab Reality Paper, the General Secretariat has decided tc 

resent it to the party's rank-and-file members to express their opinion 
it so that these opinions may be gathered in the first half of the 

i month of June out of faith that the party should always struggle 

to express ite viewpoint on the issues facing the masses and out of the 
vtv's faith that it is necessary to bolster the experiment with the 
er opinion refleeting clearly and sincerely the view of a broad 

base and sector of the citizens. 


| eneral Secretariat members have also expressed their interest in 
vhat President al-Sadat will deal with in his forthcoming speech on the 
aston of the People's Assembly Day on 14 May. 





KGYPT 


ONSTLLULLONALTTY OF NON=JUDGES PARTICIPATION IN COURT QUESTIONED 
iro AL@AHRAR in Arabie 12 May 80 p B 


\rticte »6y Counselor Mumtaz Nassar: "There Is no Place for Non-Judiciary 
in Values Court" | 


lext) Atter a heroic struggle by the opposition with all its currents, 
both partisan and independent, the majority has been able to pass this 
‘ol shame| with all its restrictions on the democratic action and with 


‘he burdens it imposes on the rights and liberties guaranteed by the 
constitution to all citizens. One of the issues over which there has 
veen heated arguments between the two sides is the issue of whether 


rticte 1/0 of the constitution permits the non-judiciary to take part 
i'n issuance of the sentences of the values court which has been created 
in accordance with this Law. 


er ‘he opposition stresses that article 170 of the constitution does 

| peroit the participation of non-judges in issuing sentences, that the 
oartictpation of such individuals in issuing such sentences is incompatible 
wilh the principle of the separation of powers underlined by the constitu- 

on, and that the participation of non-judges lacking neutrality, 
spartiality and independence and immunity against dismissal undermines 
the essence of justice and denies the citizen the guarantee of resorting 
to his natrual judge--and this is a right to which every citizen is 
entitled in accordance with the law--whereas the opposition stresses this, 
the government disputes this argument and says that article 170 of the 
onstitution permits the participation of non-judges in issuing sentences 
on the grounds that this is considered a participation in justice affairs. 


/ view of this difference in opinion, we will present the matter over 
which the two sides have disputed with some detail and this will show that 
‘he opposition has been truer and on the sounder path. Here are the 
details: 


‘rticle 170 of the constitution states that "the people participate in 
establishing justice in the manner and within the limits spelled out by 


the law.” (tt is evident from this provision that the constitutional 
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istator has contined himself to the word "participation" in establishing 
ustlice., Vartielpation means the public holding of [court] sessions to 


reaiice popular control, Partielpation means that sentences are issued 
in the name of the people in thelr capacity as the source of all powers, 
‘artic tpation means taking part in reconciliation councils in the manner 


described in article 66 of the law of litigation. It is axiomatic to say 
that the people's participation in establishing justice does not mean 
partictpation in issuing sentences, Any statement to the contrary deprives 


irticces 65, 66, 68, 165, 166 and 168 of the constitution of all meaning. 
When these articles speak of the judge's immunity, impartiality, indepen- 
dence ind neutrality as one of the people's guarantees, they mean conf ining 


the issuance ot sentences to these impartial, immune and independent 
judyes, Others may not take part in issuing a sentence, else all the 
\uirantees that the constitution has placed in the judiciary in their 
capacity as an authority independent of the other authorities and one that 
dispenses justice among the people will be lost. It is an acknowledged 
thing that underlining the judge's independence in the performance of his 
duties constitutes the essence and heart of justice. The revolution's 
successive constitutions have been careful to stress the independence 

of the judge by not making him subject in the performance of his duty to 
any authority other than the constitution and the law. The judiciary 
sithority law No 43 of 1965 which has been superceded by law No 46 of 1972, 
has been careful to secure all the guarantees that reaffirm a judge's 
independence and impartiality. All these qualities of neutrality, impar- 
tiality and independence in the judge contribute to the judge's behavior 
during the performance of his duty. This is why the nation's primary task 
is to make sure to entrench the elements that lead naturally to securing 
the neutral judge because we cannot expect to find neutrality in the judge 
i: the system and philosophy of the judiciary require him to be partial. 
Simiiarly, we cannot imagine to find in him the ability to say the word 

ot the law if the system and philosophy of the judiciary do not require 
iim to knew the law. We also cannot expect to find impartiality in the 
julge if the system and philosophy of the judiciary require him to have 
prior knowledge of the dispute presented to him. To avoid the elements 

of partiality in the judge, it is required that he be prohibited from 
adopting in his sentences an) philosophy other than that expressed by the 
iaws which he is required tc apply through the collective social current 
ind not through his persona’ ideas or individual beliefs. It is also 
required that the judge be prohibited from joining any organizations that 
detend class, sectarian or professional interests. 


'o secure the ability tor saying the word of the law, it is required to 
nurture the system of the specialized judge by which the country has been 
reassured since the judiciary reform in accordance with which the system 
of the (judgement courts) was abandoned. When the desire to experiment 
caused the country to swerve from the system of the specialized judge, the 
experiment with both the old and the new proved a failure--whether in the 
courts, the five-man councils or in the committees for arbitration of 
agricultural disputes. This failure was confirmed by the technical 
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ia! reports and statistics and the people renounced 

‘he legislation amended it. It behooves ua to warn in this 

the error of contusing the popularity olf the judieiary and their 

election with the lack of speclalization among judges. The popularity of 

only means that the judges understand the prevailing social 

T nomle spirit that realizes the interest of the entire people, 

| or words, this means that the sentences of the judictary--and not 

the persons of the judges themselves--should not (disregard) the reality 

nation and the people's general interests so that they may present 

ihe appropriate ltepal formula that refleets justice in its advanced social 
jing through application of the rigid provisions. ‘his does not 

require that the judge be unspeeialized, undedicated or 

ted because such a judge may fall under the influence of the side by 
ve is controlled, the influence of the creed in which he believes 

or Coe intluence of the voter who has raised him to the position, 


Lhe off 


j i) itically 


on the other hand, the call for the participation of unsp ‘alized and 
undedicated people in pertorming the message of justice will essentially 
‘ead to eliminating the power of the judiciary and to undermining the 
uice's independence because this call permits the administrative side to 
siministrative committees which it controls and to which it entrusts 
the task of examining the appeals against this administrative side's 
decisions and to decide on disputes in which this side is involved, The 
iiministrative side then proceeds to attribute the quality of sentences 
the decisions of these committees, even though the committees are in 
nothing more than a reflection of the wishes of the administrative 


; " 
ait 


i ’ 
iuthority iteelf. 


partiality requires that a judge be denied whatever gives him prior 
4 case betore him!) so that his judiciary action may start 
ean page. This requires primarily that a judge be prohibited 

ining a political organization because of the psychological and 
influence that such an organization exerts, not to mention 
he oservience that the gradual rise in the ranks of an organization 

oses. This is in addition to the non-judiciary aspirations and ambitions 
at the accession to a political organization ignites in a person--aspira- 
| and ambitions that may transfer the struggle to within the judiciary 
lead, by necessity, to deviation and deception. 


wied , lof 
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nle i ec Lua 


rsanization itself and that 
' ‘hese are serious pitfalls that are not countered by any real gain 
the message of the judiciary or the message of the political organiza- 


entrusted with taking care of the public welfare. 


has been a discussion on the issue of the popular judiciary and on 

is beneficial or not and there has been a big argument over 

is matter. The Court of Cassation's General Assembly and the Legislation 

jor | the State Counci! have dealt with this matter and both sides 

: neluded that the idea of the popular judiciary should be excluded 
non= judges should not be permitted to take part in issuing 

Perhaps our national experiences contain the proof 


ether it 


te iry sentences. 
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y that whieh the Court of Cassation's Ceneral Assembly and the Legislation 
ection of the State Counell have coneluded, Until the year 1268 of the 
llewira, lawsuits were presented to [diatrict| officers and to governors 
to settle them in accordance with the instructions and circulare iasued 
by the (Judgment Court) and the Special Court. 


‘udgement, guardianship and (akhtat) courts were then set up and a non- 
udiciary element was included in the structure of each of those courte. 
ihe (akhtat) courts were later abolished and the ruling of the report of 
the leysol counselor that called for the abolition of those courts said: 
The sentences of these courts have been vold legally." 


lhe asrartan reform committees were then formed in accordance with law 
No 1/8 of 1952, Throughout 8 years, those committees failed to realize 
their message and so the legislator intervened and assigned their chair- 


manship to a judge, even though their members continued to be non-judges 
and unspectalized individuals who did not have the immunity and the 
juarantees of judges, These committees also failed in their modified 
structure because the lack of immunity and guarantees for the members and 
the lack of legal capability and specialization among them caused them to 
become a burden to the judges and this hampered making decisions on the 
disputes presented to the committees. Moreover, the judges were not 
certain of the impartiality and neutrality of the members. In 1966, the 
legislator replaced those committees by village committees to settle the 
disputes. The chairmanship of those committees was entrusted to agricul- 
tural supervisors and each committee included as members the village 
cashier, a member of the agricultural cooperative and a member of the 
Socialist Union. The legislator also permitted appealing the decisions 
of those committees to another committee formed of a lower court judge 
as chairman and of two members like the members of the former committees. 


there was widespread compalint against these committees because of the 
presence of the non-judiciary element in their structure. 


As tor the reconciliation councils [mahakim al-sulh] in the new law of 
litigation,article 64 of the law of litigation which set up these councils 
has not been implemented yet because of the strong criticism directed at 
these councils. 


‘this review shows that includ ng non-judges in the issuance of sentences 
on the grounds of having the people participate in the affairs of justice 
has already been tried in our country and has proven its abysmal failure. 
lheretore, there is no place fo: returning to the participation of non- 
judges in the issuance of the sentences of the values court on the grounds 
that article 170 of the constitution stipulates the people's participation 
in establishing justice. The first and second edition issued in the first 
year of the publication of MAJALLAT AL-QUDAH [Judges Magazine] contain 
several articles written by me, by Dr Muhammad ‘Asfur, Counselor Yahva 
ali-Rita'i and others and dealing with the idea of dropping the popular 
vudictary it we want the interest of justice in our country. 


in view of all the aforementioned, the direction of the opposition in this 
regard is the correct direction from the sound legal viewpoint. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


NATLONAL PARTY REORGANIZATION--President Anwar al-Sadat's decision to 
rebulld the state and the National Democratic Party has evoked strong 
reactions at the various levels of the National Democratic Party and has 
spread among all the fear that the party's new formations will not include 
them. On che other hand, AL=AHRAR reporter in the partisan circles has 
learned that Husni Mubarak, the vice president and the National Party 
deputy chairman, has held a lengthy meeting with the General Secretariat 
members and that he discussed at this meeting the bases and visualizations 
for rebuilding the National Party. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 

21 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


SALE OF IDEAL COMPANY--Engineer [brahim ‘Atallah, the minister of industry, 
‘atled to appear before the People's Assembly last Saturday to answer the 
notification request demanding that he explain the reasons that urged him 
'o sell the Ideal Company to the French Thomson Company. [Text] [Cairo 
AL=AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


‘\N HOUSLNG=-Aswan--Reporter From ‘Ali Mursi 'Ali--Ahmad Taha Husayn, 
the sovernor of Aswan, has failed to solve the problem of 100 apartments 
seized by former high-ranking officials in the governorate. Some of the 
tticials rent these apartments furnished at present even though flood 
victims continue to live in tents. The high-ranking officials include: 

he tormer governor of Aswan, the former secretary general, the former 
security director, the former director of education and others. ‘Abd- 
‘i-Munsif Hagin, the governor of Qina, has been able to solve this 

roblem in his governorate by expelling the former officials after 
oulliftyvine their leases. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 1] 


S494 


\MANHUR TRANSPORT DLIRECTOR--Husayn Kamil Dabbus, the governor of 
\-fuhayrah, has issued a decision appointing Anwar Hammad general director 
' the Car Transport Cooperative at a monthly salary of 200 pounds. The 
ew cooperative director had previously occupied this position, was accused 
‘inancial embezzlement and of stealing documents from the cooperative 
ind was sentenced to a six-month prison term at [hard] labor and the 
sentence was carried out. Governor Dabbus issued a decision dissolving 
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orative's elected board of directors after Anwar Hammad had been 

vicjeed trom jail. The governor also appointed As'ad al-Battat coopera- 
ive ojteman and aleBatteat appointed in turn Anwar Hammad in appreciation 
for Lis ylorlous past. The cooperative had become a "country estate" 

y the Jocal government agencies which seized its salaries and incentives, 

is is in addition to a number of serious deviations that are included 
in the soclalist public prosecutor's report. The elected council has 
received letters of thanks for its enormous accomplsihments., But Dabbus 
ackno ledges prison graduates only. [Text | [Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 
‘| Apr 80 p Ll] 8494 


ALTONAL PARTY OFFTCIAL'S RESIGNATION--Abu-Shadi al-Kilani, the Democratic 
sitional Party assistant secretary general in al-Gharbiyah Governorate 


jas resigned from his position in the party. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in 
\rabiec 21 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


EN ALISTS UNION STATEMENT=-The Journalists Union Council has issued a 
statement in which it reaffirms the journalists’ commitment to the national 
unity. ‘the statement also underlines the journalists’ abidance by the 
press code of honor in publishing reports, without blackouts and without 
providing the opportunity for rumors. The council has also appealed to 
ill the fraternal councils of the professional unions to hold a national 
conterence to raise the banners of national unity so that Egypt may always 
remain a haven for the freedom of thought, for tolerance and for love. 
Text! [Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 21 Apr 80 p 3] 8494 


"AY SHAMS HOUSING PROBLEMS=-The People's Assembly members have demanded 
that the new housing units in ‘Ayn Shams be redistributed to the inhabi- 
tants of al-Turjuaan shacks who have already been moved to these units. 

‘he members have said that the gc -ernorate has allocated one room for each 
family whereas some families include 12 or 13 members each and this causes 
social problems. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


*\ AMIN'S UNION MEMBERSHIP--Finally, the Journalists Union Council 
igreed in its meeting on 1 April 1980 to re-register prominent journalist 
‘Nustata Amin in the list of active journalists in accordance with article 
io of the union's bylaws which empowers the council to issue a decision 
binding to the union's Registration Committee. The Registration Committee 
as not vet met to implement this decision. |Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR 
in Arabic 28 Apr 80 p 1] 8494 


SLOADCASTERS ACCOMPANYING AL=-SADAT--A number of prominent broadcast ing 
{isures which accompanied President al-Sadat to the United States have 
stopped over in London. On the way back, their plane landed in London and 
sven it resumed its flight to Cairo, they stayed over in London toc visit 
relatives and friends and to buy gifts. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in 

\rabic 5 May 80 p 1] 8494 
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Y ve Portie@s Committee of the Central Committee will discuss 
i meeting the request for foundation of the nation's party 

omnittee has turned down the request submitted for 
rit | tf the international 


proyressive party. [Text] [Cairo AL=AHRAR 
in May 80 » | | B494 


} 
bil] s ie 


\GRICULTURAL COOPLRATIVES==Dr Mahmud Dawud, the minister of 


we, has admitted the tallure of the agricultural cooperatives. 
i ster hos made the admission in a reply to a question raised at 
the \ational Party's Development Committee. The minister has said that 


‘lore is due to the mismanagement of these cooperatives. [Text] 
\L=AHRAR in Arabie 5 May 80 p 1] 8494 


GOVERNMENT SANDWICHES==Dr 'Abd-al-Razzaq 'Abd-al-Majid, the 
planning, has announced at the economic symposium held by the 
Union that the government and the public sector have nothing 
with the beans and tu'miyah sandwiches and said that these sandwiches 


“trolled by the National Parcy. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 
i ‘el 5 » | 8494 


IN AL<JIZAH=<A newspaper by the name of SAWT AL-AHRAM [Voice of 
ranids| and consisting of 12 pages has been issued in al-Jizah 
ernorate., The paper contains a number of pages with advertisements 
» remaining part speaks of the accomplsihments and glorious actions 
il-Fattah ‘Azzam, the governor of al-Jizah, to enhance the position 
‘zah. The governor's name is mentioned 15 times in the newspaper 


picture is published seven times. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in 
| Mav BO ) |! 8494 


mma is 


OF TP LEVISTON OFFLCTAL<-A decision has been issued transferring 
a albmi Mustafa, the director of control over classified technical 

rials at the television [authority], from his position to the televi- 
mn varave. The decision has been issued by Tamadir Tawfiq, the television 
‘tor. Husayn Fahmi started as an editor in the television newscast 
« later became a television commentator. He was then appointed as 

siet of toreign relations at the presidential office and rapporteur 

the Central Committee's Information Branch and then director of the 
-assified technical materials at the television. Finally, the television 
irector has decided that the garage is the fittest place for Husayn 
iumi's capability and so she has appointed him garage supervisor and 
inated one of the female employees to fill the post of general director 
classitied materials. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 


SAGREEMENT 


OVER CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL=-The National Party deputies have 
the consultative council's powers during the discussions 


A part of the deputies believes that 
ultative council should have full parliamentary powers and the 


it should be subservient to the People's Assembly. 


izmreea ove}! 


he istitutional amendments. 


irt believes that 





uneelor Anwar AbueSahli, the minister of justice, has not been able to 


veottlic the disagreement. Dr Sufi [AbueTalib, People's Assembly speaker, | 
“is turned to Dr AbueLaylah to learn the legal opinion. [Text] [Cairo 
HEAL in Arable 12 May 80 p 1] 8494 


WORKERS UNLON'S PROTEST--The General Assembly of the Union of Press 
and iatormatton Workers has decided to demand that the government hold the 
elections for representatives of the workers in the newspapers’ boards 
of divectors. The Ministry of Manpower has stopped the elections for the 
past 3} years. The union has said that obstructing the elections is in 
violition of the law. |[Vext] [Cairo AL=AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 1] 8494 


i1hON AND STEEL VIOLATIONS=-The Administrative Control has begun investi- 
‘ating the details published by AL-AHRAR regarding the violations committed 
hy the Iron and Steel Company. The details include the paying of astrono- 
ical wages to 250 Russian experts who do not work [sic in the company, 
rewarding 16 employees by promoting them to the rank of general director 
alter the company had lost 9 million pounds and the dismissal of 1,200 
workers trom the Aswan iron mine in order to hand over the mine to the 
private sector. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 1] 8494 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY DAY CELEBRATIONS=-Mustafa Kamil Murad, the Liberal Party 
chairman; Maj Gen Salah al-Rifa'i, the party deputy chairman and Muhammad 
Murad al-Sibtasi, the party general secretary, will attend the People's 
Assembly Day celebrations to which President al-Sadat will deliver his 
awaited speech. The party officials have been invited by the People's 
\ssembly speaker. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 7] 8494 


MINISTER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD ASSEMBLY--Deputy Sami Abazah (from the National 
Party) has protested the conduct of Dr ‘'Abd-al-Hamid Hasan, the minister 
of state for youth and sports, and his negligence of his duty to appear 
before the People's Assembly and answer the questions presented to him 

by the deputies. Sami Abazah has said that the minister has not responded 


vet to a notification request concerning al-Shams [Sun] Club, that he has 
been content with dissolving the club's board of directors and that very 
serious matters taking place in the club must be explained by the minister. 
‘Text| [Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 12 May 80 p 7] 8494 
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EGYPT 


LABOR PARTY RAPS GOVERNMENT INT? «TION TO CONCENTRATE ON DOMESTIC ISSUES 
Lairo \L=SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 Pp 2 


Article: "Rif'at al-Shahawi Asks at Party's Weekly Symposium: Has Our 
and Seen Liberated That We May Devote Only Five Percent of Our Attention 
foreign Policy? Internal Rebuilding Underlines Failure of National 

Party and of Its Government") 


‘lext] Rif'at al-Shahawi, the Socialist Labor Party secretary general, 
has expressed his surprise at the declarations that Egypt will devote 
only tive percent [of its attention] to foreign policy and problems. 


‘e has wondered: How can this happen when the problems of the Israeli 
occupation of our lands and of the Arab lands are still present and when 
we have not yet reached the comprehensive solution that satisfies all the 
parties in the Middle East? 


‘at al-Shahawi said in the party's weekly symposium, held last Tuesday: 
want to think benevolently and to believe that the reason for setting 
the tive percent portion is that we have abandoned the method of negotia- 
ion atter having become fed up with Israel's evasion, that we are about 
‘lose the door finally in the face of Israel and that we have turned 

to domestic building in preparation for the comprehensive liberation of 
our occupied land with a strong and free people who enjoy 4 real democracy 
ind to whom the means of living are available. 


rank Admission of Failure of National Party and Its Government 


\l-Shahawi stressed that what has been declared about devoting 95 percent 

the state policy to rebuild the domestic structure means that the 
policy of the Democratic National Party and of its government has proven 
its failure and that it needs a fundamental change. He said: I see no 
meaning tor the slogan of rebuilding the domestic structure unless the 
state ot utter chaos in every utility is brought to an end and unless the 
supply policy is reexamined in a fundamental manner so that the people 
may find their fuod and their loaf of bread and so that every citizen may 
‘ind a seat on the bus and a house to live in. 
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hahawt pointed out that the slogan of prosperity and of rebuilding 
the domestic structure has been raised in the wake of every crisis for the 
sagt SO years. But this promised prosperity has never materialized 
because the crisis is confronted with nothing but slogans whenever it 


intensit ies, 


it 'at al-Shahawi also discussed the Labor Party's position toward the 
‘eyptian-Israeli negotiations, stressing that the party will reassess its 
position vis-a-vis the Camp David accords if Israel persists in its 
transicence and if no progress is made in the self-rule negotiations 

de pointed out that the party had already approved the Camp David accords, 
but with certain reservation. He asserted that if the others had taken 
these reservations into consideration, what is happening these days would 
not be happening. 


‘he party secretary general also said that Begin's intrar is 
considered not an insult to the Camp David accords bui i Ww: > ‘nsult 
to the Feyptian people. 


Labor Party Is not Decor for Democracy 


tit'at al-Shahawi then proceeded to discuss the Labor Party's .«.e at the 
political and popular levels, stressing that the party is trying to perform 
its duty toward God and the people in all spheres. Politically, the party 
is trying to perform its duty toward the Arab cause and toward liberation 

the Egyptian territories that are still under occupation. Domestically, 
the party is trying tc perform its duties vis-a-vis the legislations that 
ire drafted to confiscate liberties and suppress the people. It is also 
trying to tackle the exorbitant inflation and rise in prices. 


\l-Shahawi stressed that the party emerged to the partisan and political 
life to perform its duty toward the people and not to complete the decor 
of democracy. 


He also called for bolstering the party so that it may reach every spot 
in Egypt. 


‘ebuilding Is Done by Strengthening Opposition 


ru'ad Nushi, the Labor Party information secretary, hau opened the symposium 
expressing the belief that the recently declared rebuilding of the 

state is not done by further strengthening of the Democratic National 

varty to enable it to monopolize the political life but primarily by giving 

the Socialist Labor Party the opportunity to take part in solving external 

ind domestic problems and to express its opinion through the various 

information media and through providing this party with offices through- 

it the republic. 
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id Nushi then touched on the Labor Party's position vis-a-vis the Camp 
ivid rds, stressing that the party was right in its reservations on 
selleruie and in its call tor the deliberate normalization of relations. 


values urt Is Open Violation of Constitution 


Nesarding the law of shame, Fu'ad Nushi wondered: Why do defenders of 

promulgation of the law cling to article 170 of the constitution which 
stipulates the people's participation in the establishment of justice and 

rely / this article in forming the values court of members who are not 
pecializged judges while ignoring article 165 of the constitution which 
states that "the judiciary authority is independent and is entrusted to 
irnts of the various kinds and levels." 


wishi asserted that the creation of a special court such as the values 
urt is an open violation of the constitution with its powers and its 


ahs Didn't Eeyptian Negotiator Define His Position 


isiad al-Shabrabkhumi, a member of the Labor Party Executive Committee, 
1jdressed the symposium, comparing the position of the Egyptian 
ewotiator and that of the Israeli negotiator before the both proceeded 
t ‘ashineten to hold discussions with President Carter. He said that 
clore leaving for Washington, Menachem Begin held meetings with his 
cabinet to agree with his ministers on a definite position to be taken 
| 'srael during his negotiations with President Carter whereas the 
yptian negotiator went to Washington with his ideas alone, saying 
efore his departure that he would present alternatives, and alternatives 
Concessions. 


shad al-Shabrabkhumi criticized the Egyptian negotiator for failing to 
letine his position vis-a-vis Israel” s intransigence. He cited as an 
example the Egyptian negotiato.'s senseaen toward the issue of Jerusalem, 
onsidering that this negotiator has declared that Egypt agrees to the 
nifiecation of the city, provided that East Jerusalem be under Arab 

ministration. Al-Shabrabkhumi wondered: How can this be realized when 
egin declares clearly that the unified Jerusalem will be Israel's capital 
forever? 


r Party General Congress 


‘tivah Sha'lan, the Labor Party secretary in al-Buhayrah Governorate, 
idressed the symposium, demanding that the party's general congress be 
veid quickly so as to re-formulate the party"s general program and so that 
party may outline its opinion on the democratic procession. 


va’ lan said: If a sound democratic life does not prosper, the party 
withdraw from the arena so that it may not shoulder before the 
e the responsibility of the so-called democracy. 
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LGYP 


VISITS AUSTRIA, MEETS WITH KREISKY 
in Arabic 22 Apr 80 p 4 
\Giist Labur Party Delegation Responds to Invitation by 


ilist Party; Delegation Holds Two Meetings With Chancellor 


nse to an invitation from the Austrian Socialist Party to 
the Labor Party, led by Engineer Ibrahim Shukri and with 


la, chairman of the orty's Foreign Relations Committee, and 
ladidi, the assistant secretary general and the official in 


irty's uth activities, as members, Engineer Ibrahim 
Lavie ‘akla left for Vienna last Tuesday. Dr Hilmi al- 
ta mpany the delegation because he is in Australia at 


itive of the Austrian Socialist Party and the Egyptian ambassa- 


hand to receive them [upon their arrival in Vienna}. Arrange- 


en made for the delegation to stay at the Hotel de France 
imity to the Austrian Socialist Party headquarters and to 

Parliament. This has made it easier to arrange the appoint- 
e short space of the visit. Many Egyptians and a number 
thers working in the Austrian capital came to the hotel to 


lelegation, including Dr Ghazi Husayn, the accredited head 


ffice which was opened in the wake of Austria's recognition 


the Palestinian people's representative. 
with the Austrian Socialist Party leaders have included 
| lis i harge of the toreign policies generally and those 
the Midcle East policy in particular. The meetings also 
re the parliamentary organizations, the youth organi- 
research and infor.ation field. The itiner -y for the 


e meeting with Chancellor Kreisky on the afternoon 
discussions required another meeting which lasted 
these discussions, the delegation felt the special 
r Kreisky devotes to the issue of establishing 
peace in the Middle East. He |presumably Kreisk, 











@Catiniaans i i@termine 
ir state, ne ha iad 
establish peace are completely 
x a deadlock as a result of 
wa 8 rine inister, The delegation 
iy exerted by the westert 
t he Llestinians. it is obvious that 
the western countries provides 
rent “i sk f establishing the right 
th hase of dealing with the 
ccepting the creation of this 
e delegation underlined the meanings 
celior Sreisky and the Austrian 
ind tive efforts to establish 
te that initiatives will be launched 
Lne whee, i peace toward broader 
ing exerted currently fail to realize 
participation. 


Lior Was eager t express his 
vresicent ai-Sadat and to attempt 
easons and motives for the pro=-PLO 


enti 
@ait with the nditions anc system 
lominated by a cordial atmosphere and 


nformation presented has been benef i- 


’ j it | tre Austrian capital, 
to Dr Ghazi Husayn at the Pl offices 


visit lasted for nearly 2 hours. 


>> - 


iit on tne same evenink. 


la hi tayecd behind to complete 
cerning preparation of the Socialist 
: 11] t inte rnati lad . it is well- 


irt ibmitted its reavest last fall. 








LGYP'T 


ECTARLAN, JUDICIARY SEDITION DISCUSSED 

vit -~SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 pp 6-7 

wticte by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "From Sectarian Sedition to Judiciary 
eg iti “ 
iText| he area to which the dear Egypt belongs is being swept these days 
by events that tell in advance whoever ponders them alertly and profoundly 
the explosions, changes, battles and confrontations expected to take 


place in the area and in which the two super powers--the United States 
ind the Soviet Union--will play the main role while the small countries 
located in the area or close to it will take part in these events as a 
upporting cast. No country in the area will escape the consequences of 


what will happen. 


‘his is why extreme caution and full alertness is required toward what is 
“ine hatehed in the dark and toward the traps that are being laid down 
the aim of realizing the plannec goals of the current schemes. 
Yoreover, the national duty requires that all causes of dispute and 

flict among the citizens in the country be avoided because they serve 

lic interest but rather weaken the nation and scatter its efforts 
idebattles that divert the nation's attention from what is being 
itched around it and what is being schemed against it. 


Ssraeij nemes in Area 


eral picture of the conditions ‘n our area is accompanied »y 
i schemes aimed at Egypt in particular and at destroving Egypt's 
iT ind nomic mainstays and demolishing Egypt's entity and place 
irea untries so that the coast may become clear for israel 
nd dominate and to realize its ceclared dreams of leading a 
mon market and realizing th: goal to which it still clings 
written on the walls of the | nesset--namely the .oal of an 


from the Nile to the Euphrates"--cespite the peace treaty it has 
w i ot, despite the ceaselers efforts that the Egyptian 
cert t e courteous to Isreal and to avoid whatever may 

‘eelings and even despite ceding at times that to which we ciing 








. ' 
tails is ial ~ Pabhany .srael a] 


ite of lation existing between Egypt on 

int islamie countries on the other hand 

e relat is A bonds between the two sides will be 

el willinp, th sill be restored regardless of how long it 
; iis ts why lerael seeks feverishiy to entrench 

ting between the Eeyptian government and the govern- 


roc| wishes to exploit the occasion of this isolation to 
nite nd to inate its economy, if possible, through 
pital that ean come to Egypt for investment in the spheres 


raell sehemes tor economic control are not the subject of 
today. What is of concern to us is to examine Israel's 
tigate sectarian sedition so as to divide Egypt internally 
it int imother Lebanon. This is no mere conclusion. Ben 
e | der of the State of Israel, stated: "We must exploit the 
‘licts in the neighboring countries so that we may not be 
ireat by adjacent major countries. Let us start with 
isineer, who is a follower of the Jewish faith and 
rmer WU, ecretary of state, is considered the philosopher 
world into religious mint-states because he 
reation of religious states will protect the presence 
that division and instab‘ ‘lity are in the 
ompanies. 


»tians, both Muslims and Christians, not 
it mu the waters and that permit those lying for 
iters. it is also our duty to be alert to 

be staged, such as the throwing of 
the distribution of pamphlets attributed 
vith the aim of inflaming feelings and 


‘ t n Order hat It May not Fall into the 


w the ittention of the ofti ials to 
’ wt tual) fallen and to other 


nat te | the sectarian sedition 
’ ealing other issues, as happened 
ed in Asyut in the wake of 
est iving asvium to the tormer 
’ ingoism in many other | lac es, 





ileMinyva in particular where, very untortunately, regrettable 
ave taken place, Most tires start with a small spark, as the 
ive. Perhaps we will remember that the ceaseless sectarian 
i) Lebanon started with tire being opened on the passengers ol a 
is the duty to report the absolute facts and it would have 
ved | the authorities) net to surround the stay of the former shah 
vith the manitestations of the excessive welcone and hospitality which he 
“ast een accorded even in the United States itself, This takes the 
| it of the tramework humanitartanism and compassion to the framework 
if i king and support which incite the feelings of some people who view 
me and hospitality as a challenge to the Iranian people and the 
lami ovement and as disregard to the accusations levelled at the shah 
int being lavestigated by a UN commission, These are accusations connected 
with human considerations and with torture and murder crimes committed 


yith the knowledge of the SAVAK, It is my belief that humanitarianism 
indivisible, 


not permissible to ban reporting incidents that occur because 
hi ‘ves the opportunity to the spread and exaggeration of rumors and 
‘istorting the causes of incidents and this leads to igniting sectarian 
eelings. the sowcalled national press has actually refrained from 
reporting on the ineidents that took place in Asyut and Alexandria until 
the people heard about them from foreign broadcasting stations. The 
inister of intertor then delivered his belated statement before the 
ple's Assembly. To reassure the citizens, it is not permissible to 
ive the reports published by the Ministry of Interior for fear that some 
cople may think that the purpose is to calm down the feelings or to 
lefend the violations committed by the police. The reports should be 
»lished on the basis of a statement from the investigation authorities. 


. t should not oceur to the mind of any official that the people's 
cacerness to extinguish any sectarian sedition is an opportunity for 
tri . the Islamic groups because of their stances which oppose the 


ernment policies at times. Persecution and torture can only make 
ling more strongly to their beliefs and may even push them to engage 
‘erground action or violence and this causes the gravest harm to 
t ind stability. if some of these groups have swerved from a 
nderstanding of Islam, then correcting them can only be accomp- 


ission and persuasion and not by suppression anc persecution. 
thie goal, it is required that the freedom of the press be 
» that the restrictions imposed on the expression of opinion be 
ind that the eedom of holding public symposiums and meetings 
nteed, wit it permitting the attempts to disrupt such meetings 
ith an atmosphere of intimidation. Nobody should 
wade eople, it is enough t: ave a legal religious 
" ‘ ‘ r to have the holder | an otfticial religious 
t we because what is said by the holders of such positions 
to be said at the government's recuest and i 
what Kes us, 4i0One with others trom the 





1», demind that the siayKh of 
t hy iti be elected trom amon, the prominent ulema so that 
rT vw their positions to certain people, 


il i’ j i i Ph  beeiale Pula) 


radical Mustlime and Christians, I would like to 
moony them that Ged, may His majesty be praised, has 
1 cocreton in religion" and “debate with the followers 
the | t amleable ways only" and “if your God had so 
| iid haw ) il) ple a single nation," Prophet Muhammad, 
eace and prayers be upon him, says: "Whoever harms a dhumni 
non-Muslim living in a Muslim society) harms me." 


Wyistia it satety and justice are secured tor them 
opy of f truce islam which declares through its prophet: 
titled to “ ore entitled and they shoulder what we 
7 tell them that thelr right to exercise their religious 

religious laws to their personal status affairs-- 
e the ands that the Christians have wanted stipulated 
x with the proposed constitutional provision making the 

the ‘in source of legislation--are also indisputable as 


yatred in this critical time? I appeal 
LA gi oups to demand self-discipline {from their 
r it the Muslims give an example in this regard by 
- 4 verwhelwing majority and to foil the opportunity 
t rm them. urge them to do all this while abiding 
the tolerant Islamic Shari'a. All the parties 
tj the authorities concerned of any violation that 
ese authorities may apply the Law relentlessly 
w that no religion is weakened by the efforts 
were to abandon it and will not be strengthened 


ini ts ranks. The fact is that there is no good 
Te e ‘ransformation is not out of faith and conviction but 
nded t ealiz ersonal benefit or goal. 
j 1 in iw ot Shame 
i of the sectarian sedition which is rearing its 
ich the goverament is trying to incite 
t hy ~called law “to safeguard values 


eause the bill on this law has aroused 
nd of those working in the legal field 
in principle” and in terms of the prin- 
rovisions by the general assemblies of 
ve counselors of the State Council, 
itive prosecution, by the Lawyers 








;, he Journalists Union, by the teaching taculties of law colleges, 
enandria and Cairo Associations of Human Kights Supporters and 
litical parties, excluding he ruling party. The law has also 
ved by the tatellectuals and the people of opinion as a terrorizing 
Liat kills the treedom of opinion in the country. 


, this bill that has passed all the phases and that only needs 
proved by the People's Assembly next week contains principles and 
pr me that are considered an encroachment upon the judiciary, a 
levistion trom the prineiples of the existing constitution and a violation 
i internationally acknowledged human rights. There isn't enough 
ve to repeat here all that has been said in the statements issued by 
these organigations and in the articles published by AL=SHA'B in protest 
| s treedom=shackling law. So I will restrict myself to the flaws 
‘tdined in the tinal torm of the bill and what has cropped up in it 
in its tinal phases: 
law innovates a new responsibility in addition to the criminal 
ponsibility and the administrative responsibility, namely the political 
res sibility. Thus, the citizen can be punished more than once for the 
me action. i the administrative responsibility can be defined as the 
ibliity resulting trom being a civil servant, the innovated political 
responsibility, along with the criminal responsibility, affects every 


7 ; , 


en because it is not confined to professional politicians. 


law gives the socialist prosecutor, who is a civil servant controlled 
the People's Assembly and accountable to it--meaning that he is a 
il appointee and not a member of the judiciary--the exiusive power 
terrogate and to . ile lawsuits against the crimes defined by the law 
ime, he law has thus stripped these powers away trom the public 
rosecution, keeping in mind that the socialist prosecutor is nominated 
the president of the republic, who is also the chairman of the ruling 
irty, and that his appointment {s approved by the People's Assembly which 
omprised in its overwhe.iming majority of the ruling party. The 
it of the republic also determines the financial recompense to be 
the socialist prosecutor. This prosecutor may also be dismissed 
osition by a matic ity of the People's Assembly at the request of 
i loses the trust and the regard required in his 
eans that the prosecutor's appointment, his grade, his 


e and his dismissal are done by the ruling party. 
: , rosecutor is to bring to account those who oppose 
; a i mn! 
the law of shame crimes that require poli- 


include indeterminate qualities and phrases on whos: 


wi ‘ ile will disagree. This is im ompatible with 
il legislation because thi law holds the citizen 
ghich the citizen ma onsider permissibie-- 
’ ai untry's national interest, corrupting 








i ‘ i i] if bWiled unit ’ Lo udanhpet . 


un iw relera ther spectlal laws issued 
us, ich as e jaws issued in the wake ol 
/ Januar ‘// and in the wake of the 1978 
een relerre oy the Couneil of Ministers 
' ly. iw Of shame gives the socialist prosecutor 
la in law No 36 of 1971 on regulating custodianship 
eaple' fety, aw No 34 of 1971 was issued, as we 
hou rticle, before promulgation of 
tituti | the provisions of this law are in 
. the dissolved People's Assembly had already 


islative Committee to make it compatible 
ite the uneonstitutionality of law No 34 of 


’ on olished, especially after issuance of the 
| letines the socialist prosecutor's jurisdiction 
, the Counet! of Ministers has clung to this law. This 
ict with the statement made by the chairman of the 
(| and published in AL“AKHBAR on 13 April 1980 saying that the 
|’ eristlation Seetion has demanded abolition of article 1/7 
shich refs co the sald law [No 34 of 1971] and which gives 
it prosecuts th wer to detain citizens in a certain place 
' ; 


rope r custodianship. All that has been done is 
ticle preceding it. This means that 

till present and that custodianship is permissible, 

eference to this void law, during the period ot 


irr ie ut with the knowledge of the socialist prose- 
while, the alu ourt cann issue such a sentence [on 
ition o1 istodianship| when a charge is proven before it. 
ed to deni f political rights, the right of 
rties and the right of holding certain positions. 
ialist prosecutor the power to exclude names 
it for ie membership of parliamentary and 
, irds companies, associations and clubs. 


pealed only betore the values court 


t up political courts which it has called values 

‘ clary elements and a number of public 

these courts cannot be considered 
titution which stipulates that 


in ub je to dismissal (articles 165, 
e upon the judiciary alien elements 
e that the government does not feel 





«© judiciary elements are concerned, they are not selected 
sume level or with the knowledge of the general assemblies of! 
. ‘(this law gives the minister of justice, who holds a political 
woo is a member of the government, the power to select the 
elements trom among the counselors of the appeal courts and the 
issation, and this is something that does not evoke contidence 


cart. of those presented for trial. This situation is not changed 


ict that the law requires the approval of the Higher Council of 

‘ary Authorities because the council will have no cause to object 
intment of the counselors, considering that they possess the 

‘tions required by the law for holding the aforementioned judiciary 


the public figures, the minister of justice will also select them 
ts prepared by the Higher Council of the Judiciary Authorities. 


res are not required to be holders of an M.A. degree in law. 

il ot Ministers has also disregarded the request by the State 
egislative Section--according to the statement made by the 

uncil chairman to AL-AKHBAR--that these figures not belong to 

parties so that there may be reassurance, at least to a degree, 


ranimg thelist political neutrality. 


ving on article 170 of the constitution which stipulates the people's 


; 
’ - 


ibary 


i 


ition in establishing justice in the manner demonstrated by the 
ay that this article permits the formation of popular courts 


tutes an unsound argument because this article must be interpreted 


of the other articles of the constitution which stipulate that 
courts are the courts formed of independent judges who are not 
dismissal. As for this article, it means--as the State Council 
‘sed since 1973--seeking the aid of popular committees for the 
of reconciliation or of hearing the representatives ot popular 
s experts or in another capacity to assist the judiciary and 
permitting ordinary citizens to occupy judiciary seats tor the 
' issuing sentences. This is why article 170 has been careful 
the use of the words "judges, sentencing or court" so as to 
mbiguity. 


ne res statement made by Counselor Tahir ‘Abd-al-Hamid, the State 
iirman, | the effect that this article means the permissibility 
hit lar judiciary, it is in conflict with what the 
’ evisiative Section had already determined. Wiat 
at Counselor ‘Abd-al-Hamid was the head of tnis section 
letermination. His excellency the counselor has cited 


ew argument, namely that article 1/70 of the constitution, when 
ititution, had included another phrase after referring to 


art tion in establishing the judiciary, namely tlhe 
entence is issued by Spec ialized judges." 
t mulgated, thi phrase had been deleted tf 
eans, according to the uunselor, that popular 
it the structure of courts and in the sentences they issue 











rrect conciusion because 


the omission was 
excluding this redundancy and because the 
context of the articles preceding article 
lary courts be tormed of independent judges 
sal, 


Bh 


fully evident 


that 
idair vy 


shaking the 


elements upon it 
| 


is unjustifiable in 
judiciary, in the eyes of the law or in 
n, of of 
Lite 


journalists, writers and of the 


judiciary 





EGYPT 


ARTY OFFLTCTALS NOT ALLOWED TO DISCUSS NATIONAL HOUSING POLICY 
‘iro AL=SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 p 8 


Article: "Party and People's Housing Committees Fail to Discuss Housing 


lext ‘he People's Assembly hall has witnessed this story. In observa- 
tion of the new bylaws of the People's Assembly, agreement was reached 
between Dr Suti Abu-Talib, the People's Assembly speaker, and Engineer 
Muhammad Hasan Durrah, the deputy chairman of the Socialist Labor Party 
ind chairman of the party's Housing Committee, and Dr Muhibb Istaynu, the 
oarty's Executive Committee member and chairman of the People's Assembly 
Housing Committee, on the method of discussing the national housing policy. 
Agreement wes also reached on the method of participation in the discussion, 
considering that one of the two men is the chairman of the Socialist Labor 
irty's Housing Committee and the other is the chairman of the People's 
1ssembiy Housing Committee and that each of the two men has an experience 
) re than 40 years in the sphere of housing. It was also ugreed that 
tic oC iseussion would be on the national housing policy. 


ie discussion started and 26 Assembly members took part in it. During the 
liscussion, Dr Sufi Abu-Talib left the hall and his place was taken by 
ful id Rashwan, the deputy speaker. Neither Durrah nor Istaynu were 
‘ven the opportunity to address the session. However, Durrah insisted 
dressing the session and was given the nod but when he took the floor 
tarted his address, the minister of state for the People's Assembly 
iterrupted him, demanded that the discussion be closed and called the 
ister of housing to reply to the address. The minister of housing 
ishec to take the tloor and answer. 


tion that AL=-SHA'B asks is: In the traditions of democracy, what 
we call this that has taken place in the People's Assembly hall? 


e the clalist Labor Party the opportunity to discuss the national 

» policy, we will publish hereafter what Engineer Muhammad Hasan 

» the chairman of the Board of Directors of al-Jumhuriyah Contracting 
: «e member ot the National Housing Committee, the chairman of the 
st Labor irty's Housing Committee and the party's deputy chairman 


es the experience of 40 years in these fields, intended to say 
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EGYPT 


>i NG PROB] LM DISCUSSED 
‘SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 pp 8-9 


wineer Muhammad Hasan Durrah: "AL=-SHA'B Publishes What 
Hasan Durrah bid net Say at People's Assembly; People's Assembly 
7 etails and Fails to Discuss National Housing Plan; Study on 
Committee Required to Follow up Implementation 


a ‘ i iss Ta rer} mM At 


ee! 


© persistent urgency of any problem means paying attention to 

is attention is a necessary means for reaching a success- 
ution and for elimination of the problem. But this 

‘utile unless the correct, objective and scientific method 

iety's problems require penetrating study and 

etore action and implementation and without emotion or 

tion. he issue, then, is not merely an issue of preparing reports 

ut weli-written articles and words to pacify the emotions. 


‘ ‘ . . 
sue ' ul St) 


is and thet, the problem is one of essential viewpoints. 
retical thought always precedes practical thought and thinking always 
mplementation. This is some kind of strengthening awareness 
ind aspects of a problem. Our leadership is, God be thanked, 
| of awareness and of understanding our country's problems 
solutions and various viewpoints beneficial to problems 
uave become comp 'icatedc and have intensified and whose 
roughout long generations and wh-se accumulations have 
w and worsen, thus making it difficult to deal with them 
Jidual views and to confine tackling them to a single viewpoint. 
fiorts is a duty here and the democratic approach in 
it ideal way. He who seeks advice will not be dis- 
, aS our proverb says, and "they shall consult on their affairs," 


it ori j e AOTran says. 


\ssembly discussed the mucher problem in Egypt, 


tr ~ ii ‘e0] e Ss 1S; 


problem of housing. The problem is considered primarily a 
blem that affects every home and every family anc it is 
scussed at the national level so that we, as citizens, 
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ve ller every assistance, either with our thought or with our 
» to help overcome the tribulation, especially under these 
nees through which the beloved Egypt is passing. 


t | do not know and even though more than 30 members of the 
\ssembly delivered addresses and discussed the problem, I was 
ance to express my viewpoint through which I seek nothing 
offer every aid to the government and to draw the officials’ 
to me bottlenecks that may encounter implementation, some 
in all elements of the problem and some negative aspects that 
(jor impact on tailure to implement the plan. It is necessary 
admit that theoretical thinking is one thing and implementation 
nis has been made clear from the experiences that 1 have 
sphere of housing and construction in the past 40 years. 


iss the state's housing plan on the pages of AL-SHA'B, we 
ill the citizens concerned with this ordeal will send to us their 
nion so that we may put the interest of the homeland above every 
deration. I also beg the gentlemen officials in charge of 

(to act haughtily and compete in making lengthy statements, 
nts and promises to reassure and pacify the masses when such 

in tact have an adverse effect that causes the loss of trust 


he people's working classes in solving their problem. 


that the problem is big and enormous and that it is t..e result 
-ive accumulations throughout the past quarter century. His 

the prime minsiter has described it truly and sincerely as an 

omplex problem. We do not deny that the government, repres:nted 
try of Housing and the Ministry of Development and New 

-, has begun to exert efforts to deal with the crisis and has 
‘ive the issue special attention within the limits of the resources 
to it. But the present question is: Are the measures that the 

as taken so far, the resources made available to the two 

| the appropriations allocated for dealing with the problem 
nquish the problem, as the government has declared, or even to 
cumulations? This is what we will explain in detail. 


to he obiective and so that we may not confuse the issues 


ts branching trom and directly connected with the problen, I 
liscussi.n into two parts: 
cerns the measures that have been taken since the govern- 
juer the problem at the beginning of 1979 and until now, 
te’s plan for 1980. We will avoid backtracking to narrate 
1uS€ f the intensifying crisis, considering that these 


well-known to all and that we have already discussed 
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tats encra in ¢t olve the problem, 
Vere, 4 the \ 1] rent ne, itive Aspe ts in 
’ . 
‘ ‘ 4 Aw 2S habe 
t, Namely 19/9 Accomplishments and 1980 Plan 

i , - ym? — . | 1 . . 

aw i ‘ ‘ h Am: pat iv ¥ establishing a 4 orr ec t 
the pt .@m. The prime minister's decree rorming 


.ttee was issued in March 1979, as is well known, 
rming this committee called for preparing a 
pian aimed at solving the housing problem according 


ind within the limits of the available resources. 
ied the stateof top-level specialists in the field 
eted its studies and submitted its report in August 1979. 
ended a comprehensive plan beginning in 1981 aimed at 
em i years, i.e. by the year 2000. 
sed the need to exploit the remaining part of 1979 and 
in urgent housing program to provide the largest number 
e tor the neediest families and to prevent any new 
with the preparations and arrangements to deai with 
ie general national plan which will begin in 1981 by 
d r the projects of the first phase of the plan in 
ition centers in the desert arcas, by supplying these 
es and by strengthening the contracting sector and 
tr m materials needea for the plan. This is the gist 
the Na:ional Housing Committee's report “or 1979 and 
‘es that have been carried out since issuance of the 
ie National Housing Committee and since the committee 
rt last August?” 
Housing: 
has noted that the numbers of needed housing units 
im te until 1978 and that this accumulation stopped as 
79, considering that it wes scheduled to build 
1979--of which 40,800 were to be ‘wilt by the 
, t he private sector. The minister has further 
“Ministry has inplemented the plan, with an additional 
the fr c sector and 14,800 units built by the 
with an excess of 17,800 units over the number 
: bringing the total number of un.ts built in 1979 
figures as published!. 
t rt of the student and worker housing, amounting 
3 in 1979 and assuming that ail the units 
strv was ré nsible, numbering 27,000 units, were 
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HRAM corres~condent has learned 
i to five programs, through th 
with areas ranging from 45 squar« 
ate of 120,000 units annually, in 
leficit and the accumulated needs 
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j wer " ocated in i¥/6 
te and that a eum of 800,000 
' re i ii. id @7 At Li 2 the 
t there ji i very wide pa; 
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’ lumber=-we find that in addition 

r and t ite unavaiilabi.ityv as a 
using a8 issued instructions to the 
es of suppiv materials according te 
means that | there are ocai ettorts 

struction ects either ind i- 






ee, then these people Wi.i not tine 


happening at 
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that the si 


units 


stress 


1960 plan 
the 


0 housi ne 


. , 
impiemented with the approved 4ailoca- 
without beginning the work. her 


neeacs this 


‘ear. 


mh the report published by AL=-AHRAM 


frontpage: 





the | : mit ereparing for the eferai 
“ st t at the DSeginning of i968, | reacyvinie the 
e uring the conetruction materiais ane strengtheniny 
r, we find that the approved allocations can hard) 
jiidineg SO percent of the required housing unites. 
ire fo appropriations to prepare for the sener Ai 


Te mentioned, and there ia no ciear view on the 
Ve NeA BUTTER toward réai iZzine this eoal ‘ 
is, | Willi Pe@epeat what i have aired said, name 


erious iff eolving the probien, then 4 aperc ialized 
rmed from within the People's \esembiv to follow up 
he plan on the spot and to present its reports periodi- 
iddie of the vear and once at the end of the vear, 
lementation of the plan and te tackle anv obstacles 
the implementation because any delay in carrying out 
he people attach broad hopes will have the gravest 


lem and will be reflected in disappointing the hopes of 
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"TIAN ROLE IN U.S. HOSTAGE RESCUE OPERATION 


HA"B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 3 


vrahim Shukri: “lerael's Suspect and Destructive Role; 
maging Our Relations With Arab and Islamic Countries") 


he reports broadcast last Friday on the abortive attempt of the 

tates to rescue ite hostages have been a surprise to all Egyptians. 
the expeeted initial surprise upon hearing the reports of such 
te==incidents that take the form of adventures, even though abortive 
nd knowing the dimensions and causes of the incident, “which are 
sown to all,” end learning of the losses, which have not been big-- 
reports could have evoked little interest in any Egyptian, Arab or 


’ | lim nn AaANnV « ountry. 


‘his has met been the case and this is due to the report which has 
broadcast by Israel's radio, led by "friend Begin,” on the U.S. 
viveature and ite detaile. From the first moment, Israel pointed out that 
‘. planes took off from a base in Egypt and were refuelied in 
roin. This is what makes the report, as I have already said, one whose 
rpri to eny Peyptian, Arab or Muslim a surprise that does not disappear 
and this is what makes the incident one that calls for profound 
chinkine and that evokes in the hearts of all sincere Egyptians, Arabs 
imd Muslims grief, sadness and regret. 


} is why Bahrain ‘as hastened to refute the report officially and to 
avy the role claimed by these Israeli reports so as to clear itself of 
ie a) eged participation which is considered by all criteria a fall and 
‘tiema, regardiess of the degree of influence exerted by the great 


niced States on the small Bahrain. 


ut how have the officials in Egypt reacted to the Israeli reports broad- 
of the first moment, as if Ierael had had prior knowledge’? We 
eorc 4 shaky reply from the prime minister when he was asked about the 
takeof! the U.S. aireraft from a base in Egypt saying that he doubted 


rte. 
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statement an abortive attempt at an afewer in which the 


ister has tried to harmonize between -" existing bitter reality 

is which be wishes would materialize. But I don't think that the 
inister doesn't knew the truth of the matter=--even though he wasn't 

entiv in the Lntited States when President al-Sadat met with President 


pecause the [Feyptian|] delegation was comprised of the minister 
elense and others and did not include the prime minister, who is aiso 
the minteter of foreign affaires and the head of the Egyptian delegation 


to t syptian=leraeli-l.8, negotiations, as a member of the delegation 
that took part in the negotiations [in Washington], even though Yosef 
ure, the head of the leraeli delegation to the negotiations, and Israeli 


reign Minister Shamir were there with Begin. 


itter what, the prime minister's reply has not provided a satisfactory 
newer. However, it has been a reply that has not confirmed the Israeli 
reports about Egypt's participation in the Iran venture and a reply that 
ats doubts on the truthfulness of the report. 


here was then the reply published in the presse and attributed to President 
il=Sadat when asked about the truth of the report. I will quote here what 
i een published in AKHBAR AL=YAWM: 


resident al-Sadat was also asked about the truth of a report broadcast 
the Israeli radio to the effect chat Egypt has offered facilities in 
i” tevptian airbase from which the abortive U.S. rescue operation took 
off, President al-Sadat said: I have already promised the Americans to 
ffer them facilities to rescue the hostages and to help any Arab count. , 
in the Gulf. This is my policy. 


"When asked if the operation to rescue the hostages or any other military 
eration in the future will lead to the outbreak of war in the Middle 
fast, the president departed without giving an answer.” 


here were other comments about the president's readiness to offer aid to 
any other attempt saving that the matter was a matter of bad luck for 
erica, that it should not despair and that this is my policy [sic]! 


if this is President al-Sadat's policy, then we declare that we are fully 
pposed to it. The matter is not one of American hostages and of a 
wimanitarian view toward them. We share the feelings that they must be 
released. However, the matter concerns Egypt, its people and its future 
and a matter of ventures and of encouraging acts that may end up with the 
reak of war. Therefore, the issue is fully bevond humanitarian 
feelings and sentiments and matters should not be calculated in this 


manner. 


here is then this Zionist scheme that has become evident to whoever has 
two eves and that has worked to incite sedition and division and there 
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che al untries {rer 
Line and ww ia belie 
, : will not be Sigper without 
z er wi ut Lavpt and this ia 
, ’ or to attain thie geal, even 
e apparel 1 sympathizer and 
, t's needa, respenda to ite demands, carries 
( pit ” leakea falee reporte that it 
’ ie iA orr itor ie 4ftull year ahead of 
the ne lati on full self-rule tor the 
falt en cy to a hbeait,. we hear statements from 
leagues he effect that the [West] Bank is Liberated 
e witness the natruct! yf settlements every day to change 
ink’s landmarka ity ising the Zionist presence in it and then by 
nite erusaienm | tiv pital of leraei forever, 
it i@iiy, i! takes a rigid position toward the Palestinian 
ind tries ¢ sow reason and understanding toward Egypt's demands 
ovicde the oreument and the confirmation to whoever wants to say 
it peace has been 4 separate peace and not a comprehensive settle- 
ent hlem whose crux are tw Palestinian people and their right 
eir future. terael is thus widening with this conduct the 
come ypt and the Arab countries and is pouring 
re trust anc we hear the descriptions of treason, 
, atheiam a neanity beine hurled by the Arab leaders at one 
ils ‘ watches all this with jov and sings the anthem of 
' the ie ft th upnraces, 
| é riend” Begin has not been content with the success he has 
‘ maw ing pt’: relations with the Arabs, this fanatic 
ted to pi nt a gift to Feypt and its president by broadcasting 
t of the takeoff of the U.S. aireraft from an Egyptian base. 
ction, rep: less of the motive behind it, is an adventure and an 
t sich the Muslim iranion people consider an act of aggression against 
, we sentiments ail the Islamic peoples, “regardless of how 
itrongiy the policie their rulers are affected by the U.S. influence,” 
e in sympat with the Muslim Iranian people and against the 
policy and against whoever helps the United States to implement 
he radio of the “friend” Begin is thus putting us on one side and 
ther Musiim peopies on another. 
eed of seditio «i division between us and the Muslim peoples is 
own, considering that it has already become evident that the Muslim 
ermments influenced by the Arab governments have taken an unfriendly 
sition toward Egypt, have condemned Egypt's policy and have suspended 
‘pt's membership in the Islamic States Congress. This seed has been 
wn even though the hope has been attached to the Muslim peoples and 





YH 








+ ih ye Wiiit | his ereou}l . ee 


; if) Musi. lm peoples, 
wi'sa radi | be in line with the well-studied laraeli 
i he Muali orid ie tetally concerned with 
‘ pra Th e 1 inseini on a united Jerusalem aa the 
ind the | ian Licy approves one part, namely a 
malem, with ra vereigaty over Last Jerusalem. but lerael 


iret part of the sentence which refleeta the Ugyptian 





Y iPaue, me | united vrusaiem, and adds to it “as the 
T rever’ to depict EFevpt as ita partner, even if by 
oor tive , uiventure takes place, it ie a military operat ion 
the Iranian government and people, regardiess of how noble its 
it ie an adventure by a siculatione and it could have led to 


’ itastrophe and to the outbreak of war. This is what has urged 
llies to express their dissatisfaction with the endeavor. 
, or, a large por of the U.S. people has considered Carter to be 
« Wrong insofar ase this venture is concerned, Even the relatives 
have not been happy with this attempt for tear of the 


iT muiliGd ‘ ene? itad As 1, result Oi its failut © > 


‘ wel’ radii becomes the source which announces Egypt's role in 
t rtive attempt so as fi est Fevet's reputation among the Muslim 


‘ 
ese resulis [sic] which we are ressing spell out Israel's Zionist 
eeks t implement Iscael's polliey with all the means--with 
. with politics or with sedition=-<even if Israel has to don the robes 
ite this, does the president stil Savi his is mv policy? 
't it time for us to take a pause and to reexamine the policies that 
ilienate s from our Arab thers, have weakened our position with 
‘ : nadiv Muesli untries, ve roubled our relations with the 
onal ined ountries ana have cause is to antagonize the socialist 
tr to ci ise tiv rica i rie 
‘ t i : it t< “i i his time, ven tix uni it mav be 
j | Tuture me , What t Gai rs we aTe exposed to by 
tak wt ir , tures, regardiess of their results. 
in ’ ave unl this time and they may be lucky another 
e. ut insofar as Egypt is concerned, this time will be counted a fall 
ga | is and the Egyptia eople’s luck with such matters will alwavs 
‘ " en an ce. tthe ranian peof le have been happy this time and 
erican people ma e happy in future time but we will only reap 
‘ iG iseryv. 











in «a thousand to make us take part if schemes that 


rom the Musiim or Arab peoples. 
> ‘ Pera ‘ tive | Ss Aid Ana the | De eltorts to eatabliah 
nat ilxning about giving the shah asylum or about the 
Lhe ot ‘apes because sentiments do not enter by a large or 
inure ints he Calculations concerning the interests of peop les 
nowledging our pratitude to the United States does not mean 


ild pay thie exorbitant price that has cost and that is costing 


in people heavily. 


loses its postition among the Arab, Islamic, African and nonalined 
» EMG loss causes damage not only to the Feyptian people. The 
ites {tself will gain nothing from this loss. The only and 
sinner is Zionism and Israel. 


‘at and long live the people. 
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} , Nik ( ON | M. cvr LAN AMI LSSALA) iv LSRABI 


ut: Decision Must Se in 
\cerest of Cop.e, en=Door Economy Behind Inflation; Has Talk of 
pi lizing Prices urne into Mere Slogan?” | 


rt ie: Labor Prart nail in veciares int ASV 


ngineer lLbrahim ikri, the Labor Party chairman, has asserted 





t is in the direst need of truthtulness in this current phase 
rie w! Ci t is i 
jukr as als: aid that the eople’ interest should be taken into 


i 

leration when a decisik Ls de and that the slogan of rule of the 
le by the people should be actually implemented in a manner that makes 
the masses feel that the decision is taken in their interest because this 


sound foundation of government. 


He has also pointed out that some deputies of the Democratic National 
Party and some ministers of the ruling party disavow the responsibility 
for any decision and say when a decisions is discussed with them: You 


le o* | ; ») : (ei o. 
KI w NOW tne dex ision 1 MiGs 


\t a popular conference heid in Bani ‘Adi and during his organizational 
meetings in Manfalut, Asvut Governorate, the party chairman has criticized 
spread and become the rule which 
everybody follows, thus making i. difficult for any citizen to get his 

ght without a car ; state official, a People’s Assembly member or 





hukri said that the rule should be the people's public interest, pointing 
that every em in t world is based on this rule. Ibrahim Shukri 

has also said that the stat fficial ‘e free to give the system any 
they want, it democi socialist, cooperative socialist or 

whatever, because what is i rtant is that justice be dispensed without 








de ive had enough etatementse and we want action. 1 tell 


i] bedi t i Li ¥ st en oO} statement s ind ot not giving the 
on the opportunity to express ita opinion on how to solve the 
+, whether in the People's Assembly or in the government information 


inted out in this regard to the incident in the People's Assembly 
ineer Muhammad Hasan Durrah, the party's Housing Committee 
, and “ogineer Muhibb [staynu, chairman of the People's Assembly 
mittee and member of the party's Executive Committee, were 
from taking pare in the discussion on the housing problem. 


wWered: ) whose tnterest is this failure to listen to the 


solve Problema Preoccupying People 


hairman oiso discussed the problem of wages and of the constant 
rices, saying that there is a fearful imbalance between wages 
ices and tuat the wages paid to workers no longer encourage them to 
but rather to avoid work and to seek other extra activities, regard- 
vhether legal or illegal. “e. 


shukri has also stressed that inflation is the problem preoccupying 
the mina of the Lgyptian people at present because hunger causes people 
thinking. 





rty chairman has also urged President al-Sadat to focus the state 
stabilizing the prices, has criticized the clamor raised by 
ous information media over the almost daily meetings of the 
iow 1 Party committees to stabilize the prices and has expressed his 
tonishment because these meetings have produced no results. 


© perty chairman has also expressed the belief that one of the causes 
sehind the inflation is the open-door economic policy which has given a 
few the opportunity to make quick fortunes and to purchase whatever they 
want at the expense of the overwhelming majority of the people. The 
party chairman has warned of the consequences of this policy. 


hese Statements Don't Serve Egypt 


nim Shukri has also criticized violently the recently published 
statements made by Sa'd Murtada, the Egyptian ambassador to Israel, in 
wiich he has said that the Pharonic Egypt is the Egypt that expelled the 
ws from its territories whereas al-Sadat's Egypt has normalized the 
-lations with Israel, adding that hundreds of Jews stand in front of the 
ptian embassy there to get visas to enter Egypt. 


— 
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EGYPT 


TOCURNALISTS UNION CALLS FOR CONVENTION TO REAFFIRM NATIONAL UNITY 
Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p ° 


‘Arcicle: “Journalists Union Council] Urges Holding of National Convention 
to Underline Elements of National Unity") 


Text, The Journalists Union Council has held several meetings under 
Kamil <uhayri, the Journalists Union chairman, to discuss the recent 
sectarian incidents. The council has also heard addresses from Ahmad 
Farghali, the [People's Assembly] deputy from Asyut, and Jibril Ahmad, the 
deputy from Alexandria--both of whom are union members. The council has 
also held a plenary meeting which has been attended by a number of promi- 
nent writers and journalists. The meetirg has ended with the issuance 

of a statement consisting of the three following points: 


First, on Underlining National Unity: 


The journalists as a whole--and they are, God be thanked, free of whatever 
may arouse the fears of the dangers of sectarian sedition--feel that the 
principle of national unity between the Muslims and Christians in Egypt 

is a tirm principle that has not been shaken throughout successive genera- 
tion, a principle that Egypt bequeaths to its sons, a principle that we 
have inherited and that we will bequeath to those who come after us and 

a principle that we have found in existence and that we will leave behind 
ilive and firn, 


National unity is the shield protecting Egypt and the main secret behind 
Egypt's impregnability in the face of all the ferocious and violent attacks 
that have lurked for the homeland throughout history to occupy it, besiege 
it or to plot to drive a wedge in its national ranks. 


The national unity of Egypt is not a mere temporary charter or a transient 
covenant. Egypt, as the first society in the world, has known the principle 
of unification since the time of Akhnatun. Egypt then became the meeting 
place of the divine religions. The message of these religions frees their 
followers of sectarianism and urges tolerence and love. Egypt has known 

in its constitutional life seven constitutions since 1866--i.e. in nearly 
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ind a third [sic| centurles--and all these constitutions have been 
founded the tour treedoms of faith, opinion, expression and the press. 
e treedom ot taith has always been the most sacred of these freedoms 
in aitirmation of the principle of equality of the citizens before the 
‘aw and without any discrimination because of color, religion, creed, 


mity or race, 


ne tirst lesson of the 1919 revolution was the lesson of underlining 


this unity in the national action, then this deep-rooted principle has 
ther entrenched and has become a conviction and a creed, has come 
yern the tolerant coexistence of the sons of this nation and their 


united struggle and has turned into an axiomatic ethical course that is 
eflected in their daily life. 


second, Regarding Responsibility of Journalists: 


11 of their awareness of their responsibility in publishing news and views 
ano in influencing the public opinion, the journalists believe that they 
should reaffirm their permanent ebidance by the journalist's code of 
jonor to publish the news without blackouts and without exaggeration which 
may result in confusion or in giving opportunity to the spreading of rumors 
cd lies to those who cast doubts and those who are doubtful, few as they 
ay be, regarding the national unity. 


1ird, on Union's Task: 


ve ‘ournalists believe that the professional unions that are free of 
iiscr iminetion and fanaticism shoulder the responsibility of reaffirming 
entrenching the meanings of the sacred national unity and the responsi- 
‘icv of preserving it and clinging to it as the shield protecting the 


erefore, the Journalists Union Council urges the holding of a national 

mvention in which the banners of national unity are raised so that 
gypt may always remain for the Egyptians the haven of the freedom of 
thought, of tolerance and of love. 


8494 


CSO: 4802 


104 














EGY?! 


‘S OF PUBLIC, PRIVATE HOSPITALS DEPLORED 


\.=SHA'BR in Arabic 29 Apr 80 pp 8-9 


wticle by Hibatallah Yusuf and Mary Ya'qub: "Till When Will Catastrophe 
| Medical Treatment in Egypt Continue; Serious Pictures of Negligence 


ic and Private Hosptials; Doctors Doyen Says: There is Deficiency 
raining Doctors, Nurses aad Hospital Workers") 


t An octopus of negligence is tightening its grip day after day %n 
eote vho “try to get treatment” in public hospitals but cannot find 
t he sician who has the time or the training sufficient for diagnosis. 
ft ‘ind such a doctor, they cannot get the necessary drug. If the 
/ found, it cannot do much good under the conditions of uncleanii- 
ad food and the recklessness of some nurses and medical workers. 
the patient tries to escape this octopus by seeking treatment in private 
piteale, his loss is all the bigger because the treatment conditions 


the seme and the material costs [in prviate) hospitals are exorbitant 
ising steadily. 


'S presents this report on the catastrophe of [medical] treatment 
in levpt to whoever is concerned, 


sterted in Bab al-Sha'riyah Hospital which is under the super- 
, of al-Aghar University and found there stunning examples of what 
tients suffer. In the internal medicine clinic, we met with 
i) Amir, a poor citizen who showed the symptoms of despair as a 
' of the way she was being treated and who said that all the doctor 
@ wae to listen to her complaint and write her a prescription without 
amiping ber. The drugs prescribed were nothing more than sulfa 


suf, who suffers from rheumatic fever and cannot move because of 


said: sat for more than an hour in the waiting room of the 

itpatient clinic without finding anybody to heip me get to the section 
which | am to be treated. This wasn’t all. I also found that the bed 
smated for me was covered with a bedsheet closer in its color to the 


the floor. When 1 complained about this, the nurse told me that 
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other itient Whk) se@Mme. to AAOW 
‘ ite = Ve an ma ig " the known | bribe) 


, ‘ juest J] 


" ‘ j . ‘ ‘ib Lean White sheets anu when We questioned the 
wore itterly that this is a well-known practice that 
\y when the doetore come around [for inspection, and that 
‘ ire removed and the old ones put back 48 S00n 48 the 
t Liv acka! 


+ 1, agpainat the complaints raised by the patients, 
¢d Wreal-Din, the hospital's financial administrator, has said that 
resources are emall and that it doesn't have ite own 


way the patients are treated, every place has its good and ite 
the shortage of drugs, he said that the doctors are excused 
ose they are governed by the drugs which the pharmacist tells them 
: L< in tne p wmrhear y ! 
iL. t al-Bakri Ceneral Hospital, we have found pictures that are 


act replica, rather, we have found that the hospital displays 
cases of negligence. Citizen Muhammad Ahmad Fudah says: 1 
ered « major injury in my back that has disabled me. Yet, the 
w oo mpaesion for my case and give me no medicine. They 
even examine me and when I complain they insult me. I have to put 
thie because | cannot afford the cost of treatment at a 








in the oapital'’s outpatient clinic confirms that negligence 

- osnDreadc. iong iine stands before the physician who Rives only 
ite of his time te each patient during which he is content to hear 
rient's description of his ailment. At exactly 1130, work at the 


nmad Mahir Hospital, which is one of the hospitals controlled by 
try of Mealth, we found other farces. Patient ‘Abd-al-Hamid Zaki 
the surgery section said: They want to dismiss me from the 

en though my wound is still open! 


ammed, another patient, added that the hospital's uncleanliness 
ecedentec and that the food is very bad in terms of both quantity 
the way if is prepared and served. Hilmi Muhammad, a patient in 
ronal medicine section, said: Due to the mistreatment by the 
caff and the workers, I ask them for nothing so as to spare myself 
ravation. As for the physicians, they are content to just pass 


“ce every two days! 


e gynecology section, we found tat the section toilets are also used 
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foo!) situation in the heaspital, it can satisiy nobody, ihe 
put on 4 table without any cover to protect it from the flies 
rawi al! over it. Moreover, there are no doors for the lockers in 
e food ta kept even though the room is inhabited by mice and 
xroaches, an admitted by the hospital's dietician who says that the 
viministration uses the pretext that the budget cannot w! thstand 
| correcting these conditions! 
il=Sha’rivah Hoapital, we have heard the same reply from Maj Gen 
ul ‘Abd=al='Agiz al-lamalawi, the hospital's financial and administra- 
imager, who hee said that the washing machine is broken and that 
“ations are not enough! 


exarding the complaints by some patients that the physicians do not 
noorn themeelves with examining the patients of the outpatient clinic, 
ii-Namalawi has sald that the physicians are excused because nearly 1,200 
patients visit the clinic daily, keeping in mind that the clinic is open 
2 hours during which all this number is examined. 


Heliopolis Hospital, which is one of the Therapeutic Organization's 
tals, we met ‘Ali Ahmad Sharaf, an emplovee at al-Nasr Car Company 
being treated in the first class section. Sharaf has said: 1 


ave been receiving treatment at the hospital for the past 10 months at 
the expense of the company which pays 5 pounds daily for the bed only, 
uding the cost of the drugs. Still, the physicians are interested 


treating the private patients and are slc, to treat the likes of us! 


wyligence is not confined to the public hospitais but also extends to 
tie private hospitals, as if they are not content with the burning prices 
the harge/=-prices that are rising daily without any control! 


the private al-Qubbah Hospital, we came across Yusuf ‘Ali ‘Abdallah, 

wner of a textile mill in Damietta, who was complaining. When we 
isked him about the reason, he said: I have suffered a lot from the harsh 
treatment of the nurses who seem to be always angry. When they dress the 

n my festering foot, they do so without cleaning the wound even 

i single dressing costs 1.5 pounds! Moreover, the bedsheet is 

extreme dirty. Yet, they demand from me 10 pounds per night even though 

when | entered the hospital that the fee was only 8 pounds 


we went to some officials to discuss the causes of this deterioration 
ospitals, Dr Ahmad al-Banhawi, the dean of the ‘Avn Shams School 
icine, refused to discuss the topic because he is the chairman of 
tional Party's Health Committee. 


°F 
’ 


adiq, the head of the gynecology and obstetrics section of Umm 
Mioriyin [Mother of the Egyptians] Hospital, has said that the academic 
that the physicians receive is inadequate and that recently 
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in ina themeeives with one of two options when tiey 

Lie Pura af ear: ither flee or swerve and make money. 
, a fomber of emall and prominent physicians collect surgery fees 
patients even though they perform the surgery in pubiie hospitals. 


iieSavvid, the deeters doyen, has said that there are numerous 
eind the poor standard of service, The scientific atandard of 
iluate, espectally his practical preparation and training, is much 
wor than what ic used to be. Moreover, the Ministry of Health budget 
tual om !ll and @ust be inereaged. This is a human investment 
protects the productive manpower. Because of the small resources 
pitale, we find that some of their sections operate at a slower 
“ay even stop working completely, in the last months of the year. 


rs doyen has added that the deficiency in preparation and training 
tt only te doctors but also to nursing staffs and to the workers. 


thas alee expressed the belief that the lack of incentives and the small 


’ ospital workers contribute to the condition reached by che 
erapeutic standard in Egypt. This is because he who does not have 
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SICKNESS CAUSE OF ANNUAL LOSS OF 30 MILLION POUNDS 
Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 9 


\Article: “Ninety Million Cases of Sickness Costing Annual Loss of 30 
Million Pounds” | 


-lext! Researchers at the Scieatific Research and Technology Academy 

have estimated the number of the cases of sickness in the Egyptian country- 
side at more than 90 million cases distributed over the [rural] population. 
The matecital loss resulting from this sickness is no less than 300 [sic] 
willien pounds annually. 


‘he researchers have also found that the same rural citizen is afflicted 
by more than one disease and that this affects this citizen's life span 
which is lower in Egypt than it is in the countries advanced in the field 
of health. 


How Have These Diseases Spread? 


Concerning the cause: behind the spread of these diseases, the researchers 
have pointed out tha the spread of diseases in the countryside results 
from poor village planning, poor sanitary conditions in the houses, 
overcrowding in houses, the poor disyo.al of wastes, the contamination of 
‘ood and water, the widespread presence of sites for the multiplication 

of flies, inmeects and disease-causing parasites, malnutr ition--along 

with the wideepread use of drugs=--the lack of sanitary awareness, poverty 
and ignorance among the peasants, the widespread presence of unsanitary 
habite, such as spitting on floors, defecating in open spaces, using the 
water of unclean canals and the spread of superstitions. 


‘he researchers also point out that the Egyptian peasant still keeps 

animal pens and chicken coops within this house and that this causes the 
multiplication of flies, filth and bad odors and leads to the spread of 
common animal diseases among people through the consumption of milk and 
meat, to the frequent contamination of milk, the lack of clean water and 
the piling up of manure in front of houses, thus helping the multiplica- 
tion of flies and the spread of bad odors and of contaminated dust in 
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ot whi i create urther causes tor communicable d iseauen 


4 i tora Contributing to Poor Conditions of Peasant 


escarchera also point out that all these factors have led to the 


pool wition of the tgyptian tarmer, The spread of this condition 
as been further helped by social factors, the most important of which is 
© lack of social and economic education, This is something that prevents 


roper exploitation of the natural resources and causes the absence 
“ial ties and « the torces of competition, 
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EGYPT 


SHUKRLE EXPLAINS REASON FOR NOT RESIGNING FROM PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY 
Cairo AL@=SHA'B in Arabic 6 May 80 p 6 


‘Article: "Ibrahim Shukri Declares at Party's Mayday Celebration: I 
Have not Resigned From People's Assembly Because Ruling Party Will Be 
Only Beneficiary; We Will Defend Liberties Despite Issuance of 10-Minute 
law; New Working Papers on Urgent Issues Being Discussed by Party") 


ljiext) The Socialist Labor Party has celebrated Mayday--Workers Day-- 
and devoted its weekly symposium which was held last Tuesday to the 
Workers Day. Ibrahim Shukri, the party chairman; Salah ‘Atiyah, the 
workers secretary; Engineer Muhammad Mahdi, the treasurer; and Hamid 
Zayvdan, the chief editor [of AL-SHA'B] addressed the symposium. 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, the Socialist Labor Party chairman, declared 
that the party will always defend democracy and freedom, despite the 
promulgation of the law of shame. Shukri also described the law as an 
act of retrogression. 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri pointed out at the party's weekly symposium that 

ne had made up his mind to resign from the People's Assembly if the law 
were issued in its form before it was amended and that he decided to remain 
in the Assembly after the party members and his friends in the other 
parties stressed to him the importance of his stay in order that he may 
express the opinion of the opposition in the Assembly, especially since 

the Democratic National Party will be the only beneficiary from his 
resignation. 


Our Withdrawal Was no Escape From Discussion 


Regarding the stance of the opposition deputies during the vote on the 
bill, Shukri pointed out that the opposition had agreed in principle to 
withdraw during the vote on the bill and after rejecting the bill and the 
detailed discussions on it. He also pointed out that the ruling party 
deputies’ depiction of the withdrawal as an escape from the discussion is 
not true, 
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er wondered: Could the ruling party members have changed their views 


ie sald that the bill was presented to and approved by the Legislative 
Committee im 10 minutes. Se, could those who had approved it in 10 minutes 
reject it afterwards 


cukri also asserted that the determination to promulgate this law has 
© in the wake of the revival of other freedom=-shackling laws which had 
been issued in various periods for various reasons and which lacked 
‘oyality of the law, thus making the courts ignore them frequently. 


Question to People's Assembly on Abortive U.S. Operation 


onygineer lbrahim Shukri then proceeded to discuss the abortive U.S. 
venture to Tran, noting that Prime Minister Dr Mustafa Khalil has asserted 
that Eaypt had had no advance knowledge of the operation. 


Shukri also criticized the statements emerging from Egypt to say that 
the operation's failure was a matter of bad luck. He said that Fgypt 
cannot hold this unique position in the entire world. 


je also asserted that the Labor Party is eager for Egypt's relations to 
oe good with the entire world, especially with the Arab, Islamic, African 
ind nonalined countries. 


king Papers on Urgent Issues Being Discussed by Labor Party 


‘egarding the Labor Party's movement in the coming phase at both the 
political and domestic levels, Engineer Ibrahim Shukri declared that the 
party's Higher Corsittee will meet ctomorrow--Wednesday, 7 May--to prepare 
for the party's general congress. During the congress meetings, a working 
paper concerning our urgent issues and containing the party's thinking, 
wich will not be a mere reaction to the other party, will be presented. 


He a so said that the party will present its own new visualization and 
will not present an Arab working paper in reaction to the working paper 
submitted by the ruling party. 


shukri urged the party members to speed up building the party and to 
increase its mewbership, saying that the forthcoming meeting of the Higher 
Committee will be the beginning of a new phase of partisan organization 
aimed at building a cohesive partisan structure capable of waging battles. 
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\wrleultural Retorm Committee 


ineer Muhammad Mahdi, member of the party's Executive Committee, had 
opened the sympostum by referring to President al-Sadat's announcement 


it 4 contract will be signed with a foreign firm for the reclamation of 


900,000 teddans tor 3 billion dollars and to the conflicting statements 
issuec later on the subject. He said that this contradiction provides 
an indication of the instability of the final long-range land reclamation 


plan, 


Mod i demanded the formation of a higher committee to draw up a land 
reclamation plan and demanded that university professors specialized in 
social selenees, agronomists and land reclamation experts take part in 
this committee to draw up a long-range plan. 





Mayday for Ruling Party Only! 


Salah 'Atiyah, the workers secretary, also addressed the symposium, 
expressing his regrets for the fact that this year's Mayday celebration 
was confined to representatives of the ruling party alore. He said: Il 
wish all of Egypt's parties had been represented in this celebration. 

He said that the Labor Party will, God willing, celebrate Mayday in Sinai 
after liberation of the last handful of its soil. 


‘Ativah also referred to the insane inflation, saying that 95 percent of 
‘eypt's workers and employees who live on their wages alone live under 
undescribable destitution and misery. Matters have reached the point 
where a salad plate has become a luxury that very few can afford. 


‘Ativah also pointed out that this state is due to the presence of a big 
yap between wages and prices. 


\bsence of Planning Is Cause of Our Problems 
Hamid Zayaan, chief editor of AL=-SHA'B and member of the Labor Party 


i‘xecutive Committee, then addressed the symposium, stressing that the 
fundamental and main cause of the problems Egypt is experiencing is the 


absence of planning in all spheres. 

He said that with planning, Egypt can overcome all its problems. The 
‘yyptian worker is the one who has done the construction in the Arab area. 
jut this worker needs the true value of the wages [of his work] to be 
established. 

‘aydan also demanded that wages be raised at the rate of inflation. 

R494 
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EGYP I 


MINISTER OF PLANNING WANTS FREE PUBLIC SECTOR 

Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 6 May 80 p 4 

(Article: "Minister of Planning Admits: I Don't Know Who Owns Public 

or’ | 

‘iext| Dr 'Abd=al-Razaaq 'Abd-al-Majid, the minister of planning, has 
simitted the lost truth to the Public Sector Management and the Peace 
vollenges Conterence=-the truth regarding the public sector, its size 
id who owns it. He has said: The truth is that I don't know who owns 
the public seetor, and | say this in the government's name. 


Surprise spread over the faces of all the conference members in attendance 
who rose and applauded. The minister added: I am truly frank. He also 
said that the challenges of peace require that we be courageously and 
strongly frank with ourselves so that we may strengthen the public sector 
prevent it from turning into junk. 





inister of planning brought up another issue connected with planning, 


pointing out that planning has its administrative problems which are 
embodied in communication with the ministries. At the time of planning, 
the minister of planning takes a position and, on the other hand, the 


minister of agriculture or the minister of industry takes a different 
position. It is the wrestling of professionals. Every minister wants 

to eet the biggest allocations for his ministry and then "task the public 
sector.” What is required is collective action and collective planning 
1ccording to the priorities and then the translation of this action and 
this planning into a working plan. 


‘he minister of planning has also said that we find that the major U.S. 
companies work through planning within the economic unit and that they 
have no control over them because they operate within a free economy and 
within the framework of precise planning. Planning under a free system 
is more successful. The minister of planning has also demanded that 
freedom be given to the public sector companies to hire and set wages and 
incentives and to perform other functions that do not restrict the public 
sector's movement. 


e 4G 


CSO: 4802 
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EGYPT 


UPPOSLTION BOYCOTTS VOTE ON LAW OF SHAME 
Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 6 May 80 pp 8-9 


|\Article: "Opposition Opinions on Law of Shame That Have not Been 
Published by Papers or Broadcast by Television; Ibrahim Shukri Says: 

| Appeal to You and to Your Conscience Because This Is not Issue of 
Minority and Majority But Issue of Egypt and of Egyptian People; Dr Kamil 
Laylah Opposed Law in 1971 and Defends It in 1980; Dr Kamil Laylah Admits 
and Says: Socialist Prosecutor Has Become Reality and as Long as He Is 
Mentioned by Constitition, I Am Committed to Defending Him; Mumtaz Nassar 
Contests Constitutionality of Law of Shame; Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il Says: 
| Was Distressed When I Found That This Bill Refers Us to Laws That Don't 
Safeguard Islamic Values; Ahmad Yunis Asks: Why Is This Law Issued Nw?"] 


(Text| The opposition deputies in the People's Assembly boycotted the 
discussion on the provisions of the law to protect values against shame 
alter having dec lared their rejection of the spirit and form of the law 
in principle. These deputies also rejected the arguments used by the 
National Party deputies and denounced the evasion of the minister of 
justice and his failure to reply to the facts that they mentioned during 
the discussion. 


‘he opposition has stressed in its speeches that the new law is a serious 
turning point on the democratic path, that it constitutes new shackles 

to the citizen's freedom and that it is a flagrant constitutional violation 
because it has created duplicity in crime and in the investigation authority. 
They have also appealed with utter sincerity and honesty to the majority 
deputies to reject this law, but to no avail. 


As a result ot the rumors reaching the government that some National Party 
members intended to oppose the bill, the minister of state for the People's 
Assembly affairs called for a secret urgent meeting which was held at his 
office on the eve of discussing the bill. During the meeting, the minister 
distributed the roles to those with whom the party was to deal with the 
discussion and answer the opposition. Meanwhile, the minister refused 

to assign any roles to certain members. 
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) hat the law would not receive the approval of an overwhelming 
it the Nation art ‘eputies, the National Party secrelary 
eral and t intjster of state for the People's Assembly affairs held 
ert ersonal tacts with the members, Matters reached the point 
where the members were alerted by microphones to come to the hall at the 


return to the deliberations on the law of shame and to the opinions 
sition whicl id not find the opportunity to be published 


ineer [brahim Shukri, the opposition leader, said that there is no doubt 
t this law is one that has polarized the attention of the masses and 
th ittention is neither surprising nor groundless. The masses 

re always aware of whatever they think undermines their freedom or 
restricts them. This is why the masses have shown their interest. The 
law has also assumed special importance in the political parties because 
the same goals and ideas and because the parties feel that the law is 
i tur ing point in our democratic march. 


parties, we want to push the democratic march a step forward every day. 
[his is the path that President Anwar al-Sadat opened on 15 May toward 
sreater democracy and it is something that the entire area can be proud of. 


; 


ve have broken away from the sphere of the totalitarian system and entered 
he system of multiple parties and of opposition papers. Therefore, we 
must be proud of all the measures that enhance the democratic march. 


e opposition leader added: 1 tell you that all the laws on which the new 
‘aw is based were issued on certain occasions and to deal with certain 
matters. The statement that those laws were issued to stay is an altogether 


faulty statement. 


ngineer [brahim Shukri also pointed out that when the 1971 constitution 
was being drafted, there was no agreement among the Constitution Committee 
members on the provision concerning the socialist public prosecutor and 
that this provision was inserted without consensus. What is surprising 

is that one of those who did not approve the provision was Dr Kamil Laylah 
himself who now stands to defend it. 


The opposition leader also dealt with the strange composition of the values 
uurt stipulated by this law, saying that this court does not have suffi- 
lent guarantees because it is a court appointed by the minister of justice. 

What is astonishing is that the law has empowered the minister to select 

the counselors he wishes to the membership of this court, stipulating only 

that counselors be selected from the court of first instance or the Court 
Cassation. The provisions of the law are left vague. What is more, 
we select public figures and seat them in a judiciary council. 
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we i yt Lal W it} ar t and Parce, 


‘brahim Shukri also said: !| appeal to you, o majority, and | appeal to 
‘our conselence. This issue is not an issue of minority or of majority 
ut an issue of teypt and of the Egyptian people. I appeal to you for 
reater democracy and for giving the parties greater freedom of expression, 
| declare in the name of the Labor Party that we oppose this law in form 
and spirit and that we will not discuss the details because they change 


nothing. 


reply, Kamil Abu-Lavlah acknowledged what the opposition leader had 
mentioned but stressed, however, that the socialist public prosecutor has 
become a reality, as stated by the constitution, and that he is committed 
to detending him despite his previous opposition. 


Unconstitutional Law 





Independent Deputy Mumtaz Nassar said: With utter objectivity and for 
numerous reasons, | oppose this bill. I oppose it in principle and in 
content. The first of these reasons is that the law undermines a deep- 
rooted principle in our constitution which we have taken the oath to uphold, 
namely the principle of the separation of powers stipulated by the consti- 
tution. 


The provision of the constitution are unanimous that the judge must be 
independent, impartial and not subject to dismissal. These are the 
qualities that must characterize a judge. Any statement to the contrary 
means voiding the provisions of their content. 


Mumtaz Nassar also said that he contests the constitutionality of this 
law and that its provisions call for penalties and not measures, as they 
have been called. Else, how can we explain the dismissal of a citizen 
from his job? 


The law is also in conflict with the public rights stipulated in articles 
41, 42, 47 and 62 of the third section of the constitution. This law 
undermines, therefore, many of the rigits established by the constitution. 
't would behoove us to regulate, and not abolish, these rights. 


Mumtaz Nassar further added: The law gives the socialist public prosecutor 
powers and jurisdiction that belittle the legal investigation authority. 
What is also astonishing is that the so-called law combines judiciary 

power with the power of investigation. It also provides for the duplicity 
of punishment, considering that the crimes stipulated in this law are also 
stipulated in the penal code. 


Mumtaz Nassar concluded by rejecting the law in form and spirit on the 
basis of all the reasons that he had noted. 
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eil Did not Approve Unanimously 


\ iis said that he is one of those who oppose this law and that he 
Ta the presence of the socialist prosecutor altogether. 


\iuna mis belied the statements alleging that the State Counci* had 
ipproved the bill unanimously. He said: The truth is that the Council 
et on 1) April, the meeting resulted in a majority opposition to the 
bill and was then postponed, But the State Council chairman issues, very 
revrettably and unfortunately, decision No 140 of 1980 to bring in new 

nto the Legislation Branch and to oust other opposing members. 

, the second meeting ended with five members opposing the bill and only 

even members approving it. 


unis also asserted that the counselors of the General Assembly of Counselors 
of the Court of Cassation and of the State Council rejected the bill. 


\imad Yunis further said: 1 have returned with my memory to the correc- 
tion revolution and asked: Why are we issuing this law? In 1973, I and 
colleague Nasif Tahun went to the university to face the rebellion of 
10,000 students. President al-Sadat's view was that we should leave them 
ilone. The president said: "Let them be. The whole country is upset 
with the 1967 setback and with the occupation. They must be pardoned and 


; fay ‘ " 
Orpiven. 


sectarian sedition did also occur in 1973. A fact-finding committee 
was tormed and the crisis ended. Have there been any new developments in 
‘eaypt to require the issuance of this law? 


\l=Sadat's regime is firmly established and to those who spread the rumors 
that our regime is disunited, I say tuat our regime is firm and, I swear 
to you, if al-Sadat were to get in his car now and visit any quarter, the 
masses would carry him on their shoulders and would protect him with 

their hearts ani eyes. We may oppose on some issues but we underline our 
appreciation, sespect and love for al-Sadat. None of us can ignore what 
1l-Sadat has given us. 


Minister of Justice Acts Evasively 


Ahmad Yunis asked: Who are the public figures who will be included in 

this court? Can't we remember the time when a court was formed to try 

the lackeys of the centers of power. I was a member of this court and 

the inexperienced Ahmad Yunis wore a judge's ribbons to try. And whom? 

‘Ali Sabri, Sha'rawi Jum'ah and the country's leading men. We had the 

power to imprison people in a secure place, such as al-Qal'ah Prison! 
declare my rejection and my denunciation of this law. 


unselor Anwar Abu-Sahli, the minister of justice, evaded providing a 
reply to the incident of the State Council's rejection of the bill. 
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the face Sufi AbueTalib's insistence that the truth be clarified, 
ter Made fe comment other than te say that the general assemblies 
ourt of Casseation have no power to examine this bill, 


| moe Ad i ; | ’ WwW } ight { 


naye iah Atuelema'il, an independent, said: We must return to God's 
+ ood to the Sunna of His prophet to learn the truth and to know what 
tl iy regarding judges. 





‘ry man can hold the position of a judge. Even Solomon revoked a 
sentence made by his father, David, may God's peace be upon hin. 


foran has guaranteed justice by nullifying any sentence contradicting 
revealed orders. 1 had rejoiced at the name of the law, imagining 
that oi) that there was to the matter was the protection of values. I 
a¢ dreamt while reading the name that we would be protecting every value. 
jut was distressed when I found the law referring us to the laws in 
force which de not really protect the Islamic values, which do not 
establish Cod's restrictions and which pronounce the adulterer not guilty 
even when he confesses his adultery. So what shame will this law fight’? 


if you want to protect values, then rule by what God has revealed, 


lame the legislative authority because it has shunned God's law, I 

ime the judiciary authority because it has judged contrary to what God 
sas revealed and I blame the executive authority because it has carried 
ut a sentence contrary to what God has ordered. Return to God and to 
tie Foran. Do we fight shame in a name other than the name of God’ 

is bill is ineapable of protecting all the values, having confined itself 
to the known laws and the existing provisions. 


ivkh Abu-Iema'il then proceeded to political questioning, saying: On 
what basis will the citizen be tried and what political currents are the 
ones that the law will seek to establish in order to protect the values’ 
what is permitted in politics today was forbidden yesterday and what was 
forbidden yesterday is permitted today. Do we permit the fates of people 
be under the mercy of political currents’? Do we fail to subject these 
fates to a logical rule and allow them to be subjectei to whins that change 
moment to another’ 


alah Abu-Iema'il wondered about the position of the new law toward 
ictions. [He also said): If the case is one of violation 
chese restrictions! then the president of the republic has no power 
pardon che violation of an established restriction and the party with 
ight pardon is the guardian [of a victim) or his (kisman), despite 
ect and esteem for the president of the republic. 
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eo tO political teolation, Wwe have 
\A0lation, detention camps and the encroach 
embera, Salah Abu=lema'il said: You have 
and fait and then devoideu it of its meaning. 
“ task them, take yourselves to task. Finally, 
ken here by vote and not by opinion, 
Lice the determination of the majority 
i< wa l ked oUt ot the hall, This was an 
i hasty discussion of the provisions. 














EGYPT 


b OF LDEAL PARTNERSHIP AROUSES HEATED DISCUSSION IN PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY 
cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 6 May 80 p 9 


[Article by Zaynab ‘Amir: "Ideal Company Issue Started in AL-SHA'B and 
Moved to People's Assembly") 


[Text the report that AL=SHA'B published in a previous edition about 
the plan te sell the Levptian Ideal Company to the French Thomson Company 
has become the subject of a heated discussion in the People's Assembly 
‘tarted by two Assembly members, namely Tawfiq Zaghlul from the National 
‘arty and Dr Ibrahim ‘Awwarah, independent, who submitted two queries 

on the truth of what has been published in AL-SHA'B. 


“ember Tawfiq Zaghiul has pointed out that the joint project between the 
‘eyptian company and the French company gives the latter 51 percent of 
ideal's shares and retains 49 percent of the shares for ideal itself. 


aghlul has also pointed out that the economic studies stress that if 
ideal were to develop the Almazah Plant, the annual profit will amount 
»y 1983 to 29 million pounds and that in case of partnership, Ideal's 
profits will amount to 16 million pounds only. 


Moreover, the protocol signed by Ideal and Thomson prohibits Ideal from 
producing goode similar to what the Thomson Company will produce. The 
protocol also stipulates that the incentive pay given to workers not 
exceed 100 percent [the basic wages]. This is in contrast to what ‘s 
happening at present, considering that the workers earn at present searly 
/00 percent [the sum of their wages] in incentive pay and this encourages 
ncreased production and income. 


\idressing the Assembly, Deputy Ibrahim ‘Awwarah, has said: The idea of 
getting ideal into partnership with a foreign firm emerged in 1976 when 

the present minister of industry was chairman of Ideal's Board of Directors. 
‘he idea called at the time for partnership with the Italian Zanus Company 
and the approval of the Investment Authority of the principle of setting 

up 4 ew company plant for the production of refrigerators and other 
clectrical appliances was acquired. However, the matter ended with the 
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the Tabiure to complete thn project 
rea 1) the same year, negotiations with the French 


rah las alee petnated out that the original idea called 





t | ut new pliant fer refrigerators and washing machines to raise 
00,000 refrigerators and 320,000 washing machines 
' ily, with Ideal carrying on with ite work and production, But the 
ime when Thomson Company demanded to participate with 51 percent 
pital hi cane that Thomson will have full control of manage- 
stonishing is that Ideal owns 4 capital of 88 million pounds, of 


iiliens are in operational capital and 64 millions in the form 
invested in work sites, showrooms and plants. Moreover, 
eany hae made it a condition that the value of Ideal Company's 


~., showrooms and plante in Almagah, Nasr City and the central city 
be assessed on the basis of the purchase price and not the current market 
a mi ttt, on top, 4 consumption cost be also deducted from this value. 


ided: Thomson Company has further demanded that it get five 
ihe protite in hard eurreney in return for participation by 
ffice in Parise [ete] and 1.2 million pounds in return for the 


trmenar «rz. 


| ore astonishing is that the Thomson Company has demanded 
« over tdeal's showrooms in the central city and that it display 
nson Company products. 


is also refused to commit itself to exporting 30 percent of the 
oduction for sale abroad. 


’ as als inted out that the Investment Authority, which 

des in its membership a number of ministers, the Central Accounting 
and the Administrative Control, rejects the plan but that the 
inister lof industry! insists on it. 


‘ster of industry then said that he has not rejected or approved 
.o and that there are points of agreement and points of disagreement 
which the negotiations are still going on and that he will present 


itcome of the agreement in its final form to the Assembly before any 
, ne are made. If the agreement is not approved, then he will be 
the first to support this rejection. 
shu 
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CAUSES OF MEAT SHORTAGE PROBLEMS, SOLUTIONS DISCUSSED 





Catro AL=SHA'B in Arabic 6 May 80 p 9 


‘Article by Fatin al-Tuhami and Dr Ibrahim al-Nimr: "Minister's Decrees , 
Will not Solve Meats Problem] 


liext| The problem of meate is intensifying day after day and the people's 
complaints are endless. The problem will not be solved by a “minister's 
decree” because the decree maker may not know that the problem has roots 
and residues dating back to the early 1970's and summed up in the lack 

of a plan to protect the livestock resources against animal diseases, in 
the lack of fodder and in the big role that the butcher plays in meat 
production, 


fut what is needed’? How can the ideal solution be formulated so that meats 
my become available and so that meat problems may not keep the man-in- 
the-street sleepless. 


Without Plan 


vr Thana’ al-Bazg, a researcher at the Animal Health Research Institute, 
says that disease control and protecting Egypt's livestock resources cannot 
be realized without a plan. Many of the prevalent diseases are virus 
diseases that cannot be treated when they spread. The only cure is 
prevention and securing the necessary vaccines. 


Animal Research Centers Are Idle 


Here we find that the major role falls on the shoulders of livestock and 
vaccination production centers. How is work going on in these centers? 

In 1978, the director of physiological diagnosis in the Livestock Health 
Center decided to appropriate a part of the laboratory producing vaccines 
for virus diseases on the pretext of producing the vaccines necessary to 
deal with the (death valley) disease entering the country with the Livestock 
imported from Sudan. It would have been better to set up a special 
laboratory for this disease because the scientific rules in operation 
prohibit the use of the laboratories producing vaccines for endemic 
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nt diseanm ic | #0 that infection may not be commnti-=- 


way to the main laboratories that supply their vaecines to 
er ithe if 
i iat ' 
' : ‘AbdealeGhaffar, head of the seetion which supervises the U.S. 


‘ disease treatment, hae put the mice farm used for vaccine 

research) fight tn the aiddle of the vaeeine production laboratory because 

the | ratory eet up in al='Abbasivyah Desert ia not equipped to receive 
hl betauae recautions have been taken in this laboratory to 

pre t the entry of mountain atee which could spread disease to the 





mwinn environment. 
» violations do net end at thie beeause the operation of the entire 
om’ tL Laon ak hears nm «anes rt id . 


wm the study eonducted on the [death valley] disease, it became ev ident 
that the cate of tafection amounted to 35 percent and that 4 million doses 
of the special vaceine for this disease were needed, After 2 years of 
cyperimente and at the international conference on (calf mortality) which 
was Weld at the Caire Sehool of Veterinary Medicine last March, the 
upervisor in eharge of vaceine production announced that only 200,000 
duae i the needed vaccine had been produced! 


upplving Females 


weed Rakha, the director of the Genetic [al-tanasuliyat] Research 
r in al<Heream, adds that considering the farmer a livestock breeder 

wd producer is a grave mistake because the farmer's conditions are not 
chane ine and he fe not able to produce enough to meet his needs. 
he grave mistake lies in the fact that the government is stiil tackling 
‘he problem of meats through plans that seek to supply meat temporarily 
ood without any plan to deal wiih the problem 48 one from which all the 
people suffer. The government is supposed to sec up farms to produce 
voung female animals and calves and supply them to the farmers and small 
»yreeders at reasonable prices. Statistics indicate that 40 percent of 
the female animals existing at present are sterile and that 30 percent 

the calves die in the first few months after birth. 


| q 
Mutcher’'a Role 


espite the inereased number of automatic slaughterhouses, the butcher 
still plays « prominent role in supplying meats. However, what is needed 
to set up companies or unite that undertake the operation of purchasing 
ivestock from the market and delivering to the slaughterhouses from which 
the butcher then gete his meats fully prepared. The practice whereby the 
butcher himself purchases the Livestock must be stopped. 
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ve Chird aspect of the problem is the Lack of fodders and their high 

r | Jespite the announcement on the opening of new fodder plants, 
‘older prices are riaing steadily, Ahmad ‘Abbas, a livestock breeder 
iron jietedrashin area, saye that the volume of chaff allocated for every 
head (ot cattle) ta 7/0 kileogramea whereas the volume actually supplied 

in 5O kilograms only. 


‘Ashur 'Abd=al«tHamid, seeretary of the Zamiyat Dahshur Cooperative, adds 
(hat the cooperative has a contract with the Ministry of Agriculture in 
1 ordance with which the Latter is supposed to supply fattening feed 
wheseas the todder reeeived is fodder used for milk production, does not 
serve the purpose and raises the meat prices futilely. 


‘he new meat prices always meet their death by the knife of the butcher, 

fut how can a price satisfactory to the breeder, the butcher and the 

consumer be set? lt is the price set by our livestock production professors 
in the sehools of agriculture, in cooperation with the butchers and the 


yreeders. 


finally, this is not intended to be an attack against the two [sic] 
ministers inasmuch as it is a notification to them so that the roots of 
the problem may not continue to exist. Dealing with the problem of meat 
shortage does not lie in a minister's decree. It is a problem that 
requires a solution in which all the agricultural, supply and economy 
authorities take part. 


M444 
CSo: 4802 


125 








EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


IMENT IN NALLONAL PARTY<<The sharp disagreement between the members 
the Natlonal Party Political Bureau in Alexandria is being discussed, 
Jisagreement became evident in the Political Bureau's meeting with 

\ational Party leadership in Alexandria at the end of last month when 
/yroup demanded -eturn of the party's former secretary general to the 
parts whereas anocher group demanded sticking with the present secretary 
coeral., A third group emerged to demand a new party secretary general 
i) Alexandria who is net a university professor. AL-SHA'B has learned 
that a political investigation is being conducted on the actions of a 
number of the members of the Alexandria Political Bureau in the wake of 
‘ho decistons issued by the National Party's secretary in the governorate 
ve the problems of the students living in the university town in 
\oxandria and the refusal of the university president to carry out those 
dectsiome. [Yext]) [Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 p 4] 8494 


iis 


' 
| 14 


OR ECONOMY PRIVILECES-<Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Rif'at, the former chairman 
of the Eeyptian Industries Union, has said that the privileges and 
ncesstons given to the open-door economy companies “remind us of some 
of the foreign privileges in Egypt." In a study discussed by the conference 
fgyptian economists held at the end of last month, Dr Rif‘at has 
evealed serious facts concerning the negative aspects of the open-door 
economy and said that the most serious of these negative aspects is the 
ranting of a number of privileges and concessions to these companies 
vit remind us of some [past] foreign concessions. Moreover, these 
oncessions have put the Egyptian companies in a worse position, have 
~eakened their ability to compete and have threatened them with recession, 
aot to say total stoppage. [Text] [Cairo AL=-SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 


‘) 


p 4! 8494 


LLUTION IN PORT SALD--The fear of pollution is threatening Port Said 
because of the plan to build a cement plant in the city. The proponents 
f the project, which is a foreign investment project, have submitted a 

s-udy prepared by U.S. experts which says that implementation of the 
‘ect poses no danger to the environment. Muhammad ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, the 
r of manpower in Port Sa'id, has stated that a committee of 


ustrial safety and vocational health experts formed by the minister 
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ipower is currently preparing a detailed scientific report on the 
dang of city pollution and the threat it poses to the health of its 
residents and visitors. [Text] [Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 22 Apr 80 p 4] 


halty 

‘DENIS REFUSE TO RETURN==There is a serious report before Dr Mustata 
somal Hilmi, the minister of education and scientific research, on the 
gyptians sent abroad on scholarships who refuse to return home after 
acquis ing their PH.D's and after the Egyptian people's money is spent on 
them. The report shows that the rate of those who go to study abroad at 


the oxpense of the state after acquiring the PH.D is increasing, that it 
is estimated at 41 pereent and that the scholarships that do not return 
to the homeland have cost the state more than 10 million pounds in hard 
curreney and that they refuse to return to the homeland that has spent on 
educating them in the United States and Europe [sic]. The report also 
shows that a large percentage of those who refuse to return to the home- 
land have acquired doctorates in mathematics , computer sciences, medicine 
and economy. The report demands, in view of this serious phenomenon, 
that the dispatch of people abroad on scholarships be confined to scarc. 
spec lalizations, that the dispatch of scientific missions be expanded 
atter the acquisition of the doctorate degree at home and that the awarding 
of doctorate degrees at home be also expanded. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B 
in Arable 22 Apr 80 p 5] 8494 


NEW LABOR PARTY COMMITTER=-Engineer al-Sa'di ‘'Abd-al-Hamid, member of the 
Soc lalist Labor Party Executive Committee and the party official in charge 
of al-Minya and Upper Egypt, has stated that a party committee has been 
formed in the village of Bani Warkan, the provincial center of al-'Adwah 
District of al-Minya Governorate, of: Fayiz ‘'Abd-al-Maqsud, secretary; 
\bmad Jad and Muhammad Ahmad al-Jundi, assistant secretaries; and Muhammad 
"Abd=al-Chani ‘Abdallah, treasurer. The committee includes the following 
as members: Faviz Ibrahim 'Abd-al-Jayyid, Ramadan Muhammad '‘Atris, 
Ramadan ‘Ali Hasan, ‘Ali ‘Ayyad Ibrahim, ‘Abd-al-Jawad Qutub Mahmud, 
Husayn 'Abd=-al=-Muhsin ‘Abd-al-Salam and Ramadan Ahmad Hammad, the last 

as youth official. [Text] [Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 2] 8494 


TELEPHONE PROBLEMS--The Suez Canal University in Ismailia cannot communi- 
cate with Cairo. The university's telephones have turned into pieces of 
junk. Dr ‘Abd=al-Majid ‘Uthman, the Suez Canal University president, is 
unable to communicate with Cairo. An international conference has been 
veld in Cairo and all the universities, with the exception of the Suez 
Canal University, have taken part in it. The reason is the telephone 
lines that are out of operation! AL=SHA'B: This means that AL-SHA'B 
newspaper is not the only establishment without a telephone because the 
minister of telephones has not inserted "immediately" in his approval 


lof the requests submitted for telephones]. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'B 
in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 4] 8694 
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ANY ‘5 HSiDYe=AL=SHA'H has learned that the subsidy 


eal vudget tor the beyptian Maritime Transport Company 
+ ind on pounds and that the company's losses amounted by the 
int Voaur | 1, 335, / pounds. We publish this report without 
ni wait for the reply of the Central Accounting Agency. [Text] 
A' in Arable 29 Apr 80 p 4] 8494 
LAR TN AW yr Muhein Shatiq, a Cairo University professor, has 


ticieed the Ugyptian marine law, saying that despite the open-door 
amendments have een introduced into this law. The professor 
inted out that no amendments have been introduced into this law 
‘ts promulgation fo 1681, [Text] [Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 


LABOR ThALNING==The Central Organization and Management Agency 
rently preparing a study on the Korean experiment in preparing and 
skilled labor from among armed forces conscripts with the aim of 
this skilled labor to the outside world as a source of income 
' ‘Text! (Cairo AL=SHA'B in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 4] 8494 


\e 1Y WORKING PAPER=<AL=SHA'B has learned that an invitation has 
ecu sdaressed to the members of the Socialist Labor Party Higher Committee 


| 


vill prepare for the party's first congress to hold its meeting on 
iv, 7? May, at the party headquarters tn al-Qubbah Gardens. AL- 
6 4i8o learned that the Higher Committee will include the party's 
Live Committee members, the present and former People's Assembly 
no are party members, the party secretaries in the governorates, 
lerships that have taken part in the efforts to establish the party 
tarted its activities, a number of public figures who are party 
ind youth and women representatives. AL-SHA'B has further learned 
sineer Ibrahim Shukri, the party chairman, will present to the 
mmittee a working paper dealing with issues concerning party 
m in the ieportant forthcoming phase. Shukri will also present 
the most important current foreign and domestic issues. AL- 
will publish this paper in the next edition. [Text] [Cairo 
HA'S in Arabic 29 Apr 80 p 5) 8494 


i(SCTPLINE CRITICIZED--Dr Hasan Tawfiq, the Central Organization 
‘anagement Agency chairman, has admitted that 50 percent of our 
eaderships in the public sector and the government are not fit to hold 
© leadership positions in the government and public sector apparatus. 

t the Public Sector Management and Peace Challenges Conference, the 
nairman added that the weak leadership in a number of the public 
tor and government apparatus units is behind the lack of discipline 
the part of workers. There is no discipline on the part of the chair- 
of the board and there is no discipline on the part of the smallest 

rker. The agency chairman has also pointed cut that while we find 
line, respect for work and production and reverence for time abroad, 





we tind in the public sector and government work positions workers reading 
newspapers and solving crossword puzzles, discussing nothing other than 
soccer and rushing to the cooperatives in a race for food supplies! On 
the other hand, the Central Organization and Management Agency chairman 
jas also criticized the work incentives system followed in Egypt, pointing 
out that incentives are given, very regrettably, to the public sector and 
government workers without any return in work! The agency chairman 
stressed the need to study the work incentives system on the basis of 
production efficteney. He has also urged that no incentive pay be given 
unless a tangible return in production and services is present. [Text] 
|\Cairo AL=SHA'B itn Arabic 6 May 80 p 4) 8494 


CSO: 4802 
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EGYPT 


CROUP SAYS COPTIC SCHEMES BEHIND SECTARIAN SEDITION 





iro AL=DA'WAH in Arabic Jun 80 pp 22-23 
“tatement [asued by the Islamic Group: "The Real Dimensions of Sectarian 
edit on" | 
| Text nder these stifling conditions surrounding Egypt, such as Egypt's 
isolation from the Arab and Islamic countries, its subjugation to Israel's 


ntransieence and arrogance and its severe economic hardship, Egypt's 
Coots ‘abricate a domestic sectarian sedition with the aim of gaining 
new oosttions and realizing sectarian gains at the expense of Islam and 


at My im 


even though this attitude, especially under this critical circumstance, 

nethical, we will continue to observe in this statement the policy 

\f-restraint and of wrath-suppression that we have followed in our 

actual conduct. We will foeus the lights on the motives of this sedition 
ind will onderiine {ts goals and purposes with utter objectivity, seeking 
suidance from the venerable phrase with which we have opened this state- 
ment so as to feil thetr [the Copts'] opportunity and their machinations 
and to draw the actention of the unaware to the plot. 


‘slamic conquest came to Egypt when it was a Roman colony and when its 
eople were humiliated and enslaved by the Romans who were Christians like 
the feyptian people, but of a different rite. To force the Egyptians to 


sdopt the state's official religion, the Romans committed against the 
evptians massacres that curn babies’ hair gray. Islam came and saved 
the Fevptians from this humiliating torture, freed them from their 
s\avery, restored their dignity and covered chem with its justice and so 
vordes of Egyptians adopted God's religion, replaced their language by 
the laneuage of the Koran and fused with the Muslim Arabs. 


Some of the Egyptians retained their religion and the Muslims left them 
and thetr beliefs alone and treated them in acaprdance with the principles 
of Islam, guaranteeing them rights they had never dreamt of: 
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islum guaranteed them the right of belief and worship-=-"no coercion in 


relipion'=-and protected them against foreign aggression and internal 
injustice, thus making their blood, their lives and their property 
inviolable in accordance with the Islamic principle of "they are entitled 


to what we are entitled to and they shoulder what we shoulder" and in 
application of the Hadith of the prophet, may God's peace and prayers 

be upon him, which says: "He who kills a man enjoined by covenant 
{mu'ahid|, undermines his right, takes anything away from him by force 
or sacdles him with burdens beyond his capacity, then I shall be his foe 
on the day of resurrection." Islam also gave the Egyptians the freedam 
of work and movement and granted them the right to hold state positions, 
except for positions of Islamic religious nature. Islam even secured 
them against disability, poverty and old age. Islam did all this in 
return for their respecting the religious sentiments of the Muslims, for 
abiding by the Islamic state law on matters not pertaining to personal 
status affairs and for fulfilling some financial duties toward the state. 


The Egyptian Christians continued to enjoy these rights for numerous 
centuries. But in recent times, we have been surprised by the call 
claiming that the Christians are the real owners of Egypt and that the 
Muslims are usurping occupiers who must be expelled and of whom the 
country must be liberated. It seems that Islamic tolerance has enticed 
the Christians and made them think that this tolerance is nothing but 
weakness. They have also taken Israel's expulsion of the Palestinians 
as an example to be followed. 


Schemes have been started to bring this goal closer and the Christians 
have done the following: 


|. They have exaggerated their numbers, claiming that they are 8 millions 
whereas the latest official census asserts that their number does not 
exceed 2.5 millions. 


2. Thev have called for increased childbirth and have prohibited birth 
control . 


}. They have built large numbers of churches to give the false impression 
that they are numerous. 


4, They have tried to control the country's economic resources and the 
country's main state positions. 


5. Thev have devoted extreme attention to education. 


6. They have claimed constantly and on a wide scale that they are 
persecuted so as to realize material and moral gains. 


As a result of this policy, they have actually realized what they had 
aspired for and this has whet their appetite and tempted them to become 
greedy for more and they now want: 
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i. io have eight ministerial positions allocated for Christians. 


ave one quarter the higher commands in the army and the police. 


'o have one quarter the civilian leadership positions, such as the 
positions of governors, undersecretaries, general directors, chairmen 
of city councils and so forth. 


4, Yo have the pope hold in the political protocol a position behind that 
of the head of state and ahead of that of the prime minister. 


'o be permitted to establish their own university and their own 
broadcasting station. 


All this is in preparation for controlling the country and expelling the 
Muslims from it. When these unfair demands were denied them, they started 
to till the world with cries and clamor against the persecution to which 
they are subjected and they have exploited the presence of their communities 
in the United States, Canada and Australia and have instructed them to 
play this role. Here is a clear quotation from one of their publications 
in the State of New Jersey in which they say: 'The press, meauing the 
‘uyptian press, has brought us the news of a popular referena.m to amend 
come of the Egyptian constitution's provisions. What concerns us as 
iristian people in Egypt and in exile is article two of the constitution 
which is to be changed from bad to worse and to state that the Islamic 
Shari'a is the source of all legislation (meaning that all legislation 
shall emanate from the Islamic Shari'a and that there should be no other 
sources). You, brother Christian, know what this means to you as a 
wristian. In case this article is put into effect, the ruler will have 
the right to color all legislation with the Islamic hue which will result 
in the following: 





|. “God's religion is Islam, meaning that there will be no recognition 
of Christianity as a religion in Egypt. 


2. "No testimony by a non-Muslim against a Muslim will be accepted, i.e. 
there will be no equality between Christian and Muslim before the law. 


3. "Do not appoint Jews or Christians as your guardians, meaning that 
the Christians will be denied leadership positions. 


"No Muslim shall be hurt in his Livelihood and no path shall be 
blocked in his face," meaning the destruction of the Christians economi- 
cally. 

5. "The earth and what is upon it belong to God and to the prophet and 
the Muslims after him, meaning that the Muslims will be permitted to seize 
the ownership of Christian property." 
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1 Vai “O Gopte if Layet and abroad, make known your 


imag your protest Of the injustice and the schemes in which 
tian povernmment is participating with the Islamic organigations 
arry out the Hitlerian scheme to destroy the Christian 
ev} t the right time,” 
we are t strongly surprised by these open lies and we wonder: ls 


there a minority in the world enjoying what the Christian minority in 


i minorities, even the Muslim ma‘torities governed by Christian 
ruiere in the Vhilippines, fritrea, Tanzania and Uganda, are exposed to 
ersecution and annihiliation. Despite tuis, we are committed to acting 
eneveolently toward the Christiane and to being fair toe them in accordance 
with the teachings of the venerable Koran. ie ingratitude the reward for 
this tolerance’ 


Fina . in this eritical period which we have already described, we find 
‘ristians fabricating clashes with the Musiimse in Alexandria and 
il-‘inva at the instructions of the church and we find at the same time 
Shinudah retreating to Wadi al-Natrun Monastery and boycotting the 
lwistian holiday celebrations in protest of the alleged persecution, 
irthermore, inetructions go to their communities abroad to stage demon- 
strat s of protest, to distribute leailets and to publish press adver- 
emente in the United States against the |Egyptian! head of state. 


Now the hidden has become known and the threads of the plot have become 


lear: et there be clashes, let people get killed, let the bewailing 

stcry vise, let the proof of persecution be established, let the entire 
wor ondemn the brutality of Islam and let the pressures on Egypt 
intensify so that gains may be made by the Christians and so that these 


gains may bring them a step, or steps, closer to the main goal, namely 
the goal of expelling the Musiims from Egypt. 


enands contain evident phased goals, foremost of which is post- 

ement of the application of the Islamic Shari'a on the pretext that it 
them an injustice. They have forgotten that the Islamic Shari'a 

what liberated them from slavery, taught them dignity and restored 


; then the demand for harassing the Isiamic cali and restricting 

ocates of Islam--and this constitutes a big gain for them--and 
semination of the false impression that every Egyptian decision is 
jashingeton. [This is confirmed by instigation of the sedition 
particular time. 


© we going to fall into the snare laid for us and respond to these 





; if ri " ; i ive are he oreteat 
embarrasses che officials before the 


i ft inguleh ofe atem of our Feligion or 4 








’ ’ 
ident and that the scheme has become clear, 
‘ ort ‘ ' tit ’ 4 it ion OT God's Shari'a. 
Tha es of Islam and encouraging their call, 
th wte t the people and bringing to account those 
Le the sedit mh, without any embarrasament ofr sensitivity. 
‘ » the Muslime arrested in al-Minva for no guilt or sin. 
‘nating the dictatership of the minority which is occurring 
retext tecting the national unity. 


» the Muslim ulema their right to select the grand muf ti 
i! yovernment intervention, restoring the usurped awaqaf 
truste!) of the Muslims to their owners and spending their 
r the charities for which the trusts had been designated and 
zhar ulema who have been banned from preaching in mosques. 


ilso not reet to address a sincere piece of advi:e from the 
ur Christian citizens, namely that thev should remember the good 
lone them since its Light rose over Egypt, that they should 
cnevolence with gratitude, that they should respect the principles 
lim majority, that they should rest assured that the Islamic 
‘a suarantee them the rights that it has guaranteed for their 
rs and that ey should pay no attention to the tendentious 
eeking personal leadership at their expense and at the expense 


trut “i jeads to the right path. 


i 36 





WORT 


NSIRUCTION OF NEW CITIES DISCUSSED 
Vit \L=DA'WAH in Arabic Jun 80 pp 58-59 


Article: “Ministry of Development and of New Communities: Projects 
for Development of New Cities") 


at iow Communities Authority: This authority has the jurisdiction 
upervising the development of new cities and of supplying the require- 
ents needed by the projects carried out in these cities, such as providing 
the investments and the financing, drawing up the policies for selling 

and leasing lands and providing the necessary labor. 


Ihe 10 Ramadan City: 


lt is located at a distance of 5’ kilometers from Cairo on the Cairo- 
lemailia road, it extends over an area of 14,000 feddans, will accommodat« 
one half million people by the year 2000 and will provide 150,000 work 
opportunities when completed, 


Housing: 


A total of 3,213 housing units have already been built. They include 
1,768 conventional housing units, 528 prefabricated housing units, 500 
milti-phased [possibly meaning spiit-level] housing units and 417 villas. 
\ total of 2,000 housing units have already been handed over to occupants 
and life began in the city as of 1 April 1960. 


industrv: 


number of companies have been set up and a number of plants opened to 
serve the construction and development goals in the city, including: 


pre-compressed concrete plant for the production of concrete piping. 
construction company to carry out works built with prefabricated concrete. 


ompan for door, window and furniture carpentry. 


79 
i 3d 





i tie oo, Plplte, eleetrlcal applianees, retreading tifen, 
, textiles, synthetic sponge, metal works and synthetic 


U0 timber and fruit trees have already been planted and 
“are meters have been planted with forest trees, 


v4 tilities 


Lé ‘ Munmgiue 


1, 4 elementary schools, 4 commercial markets, 6 
ons and an automatic bakery have been built. The city also has 
mont modern Language he hools. 


ihe tiret stage of the beltway surrounding the city has been 


ind the internal roads adjacent to the residential areas, the 
‘rial gone and the city's main entrances have also been paved. 


nutruction of the first phase of the drainage and sewerage 


ry been conpleted, 


we been linked with the republic's electricity networks. 


ted at Kilometer 93 on the Cairo-Alexandria highway. It has 
' 48 square kilometers and will accommodate one half million 


) five-year plan calls for accommodating 60,000 people 
idin »,000 work opportunities, building 7,376 housing units in 
ential ‘ nd supplying the services and utilities needed for 


beminning of L9EO, the lands in the first industrial zone will 


inded over to investors to build their projects. This zone has an 
, | 409,000 square meters. 


, clectricity, water and sewerage networks for the first four 
'')) areas and for the first industrial zone will be constructed 


ting of a green belt around the city, with an acreage of 400 
we, will be started this year to shield the city against winds and 


srea of 50 teddans will also be planted with trees as a nucleus 
first torest. 
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ito ae | i ’ ’ ' iwt pars ’ saat -tF muUpDey the t sty with water, 
tigi it sie8 1) i 4 } 7 pi i oi ; ; ‘ ' iron awadi Al Natrun power 


9h) ; 7) mi aenert sit werk ite 


ryt site ij Live ii fiat beah wiected at a ucisntan i ol Pg kilometera 


wuth of the old eit | fulwan, ‘hie city's area is 28 equare kilometers 
am wi commodate 159,900 people when completed, 
TT i it . pi hh) jit VY igen ; aT wmiiidi 11) Lele housitie unite, a secondary 


et Wool, a hwepit bis ; i lice atat ion, a4 won ial unit and adminiatrative 
buildings. 


he first phase calisa tor the construction of 2 residential quarters, each 
with 6 neighborhoods and each neighborhood with an area of 30 feddans and 
1,000 housing unite, \ nelehborhood will aleo contain two kindergartens, 
an elementary schoo! and a preparatory school, a commercial market and 
worship houses, Sixty percent of the area of each neighborhood has been 
set aside for green spaces and parks, 


lh itv has been supplied with electricity by way of a transformer plant 
with a capacity of 50 megawatts 66/11 kilovolts |sic]. it has also been 
supplied with water from overhead reservoirs with a capacity of 500 cubic 
meters each. fhe city’s utilities are independent. 


Construction of the internal roads and of the beltway surrounding the city 
and linking it to the autostrad is underway. The total length of the roads 


nearlv 5O kilometere. 


\ total of >, VU0 housing unite in the city wiil be handed over to their 
whners this year. 


Al-"'Amirivah City: 


it is located 60 Kilometers ent {i Alexandria and south of Bur j al=-‘Arab. 
its area amounts to 11,000 feddans and will accommodate one half million 


people and provide 150,000 work portunities | the yvear 2000, 

The ‘ itv'e ivV/s¥ = 4 ’ | ' |S write AS ven mi ig | 2 ij] million pounds, 
of which near is illiovs swe for 1980, 

\ total of 1,000 houst units have been built this vear. 

he service buildin ilrea ander metruction include: A kindergarten, 
in elementar achool, a preparatory school, worship houses, a health 
center, a comme | market, a police station, fire stations and a post 
and telegraph otf ice. 








Lfieet > Live eat 


, tie network of interhal roads, the power 


mit, 4 pipeline | ipply the city with water and the drainage and 
at etworkea will be bulitt thie vear, 


ati built it i oiatane at 


10 kilometers from Caire on the 
its area amounte to 3,000 feddans of desert 
vijacent to aleKianakalh Dietrict, The eity will accommodate 

people and ie being planned eo as to include gones for industrial 


iibisa desert road, 


stv 


or at 


yeing bullt on the Catro-al-Fayyum highway, It has an area of 


|,000 feddane and will accommodate 350,000 people. The city's 

| planning sete aside large areas for industrial projects, Other 

ave aleo been set aside for the vocational unions to build housing 

projects for their members, Negotiations are currently underway with 
itional untons and cooperatives to set aside lands in the city for 


ousing projects for their members. 
l=Ama Hope; City 
clog built at Kilometer 27 of al-Qutamiyah road linking al-Ma'adi 
ith al<'Aya ale-Sukhbneah. The city's area is nearly 3,000 feddans and it 
will ommodate 250,000 people. <A work team comprised of experts of the 


ent Planning Authority and of Cairo University professors has 
reed to complete the studies concerning this city. 


ther ities are under study. 


i: “BU 4 
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